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TO THE 

CLERGY 

OFT HE 

Diqccfs of Sarum; 

My Rarerend and dear Brethren, - 

\Hefe Difcourfcs were at firfi pre- 
pared for you t and were deliver- 
ed to you among a great many 
more on other Subjetts on fede- 
ral occafipns: they were'fo weU received 
h yw> 'A* *>*ny of .yon defired that 
you might have them* copied out for a 
more iaftihg ufe. this hat fit me on 
publifkini theft that follow, they relating 
to Four different forts of men with whom 
you may be engaged. 

A r IT* 
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ft To the Clergy of 

The firfi is againft Ajheifte and Li- 
j^gmagg^ j^jgm^le fa hold and in* 
Jsklity that it U^^tbtMfi^ImpirtMC^ 
that you fhould be well furniJUd with 
Anfwers to thofc -phjtftifns with 'which 
they make the greatefl noife. This is the 
Pejlof the Age we live in. tb^mofi 
danger out as well as the , moffi coqtateious 
of aH others ': It fir ikes at' f dB, and cor- 
rupts the tohole Man x as .well as it dijfolvcs 
all the bond* of -Nature and Society. 
This promifes fuch an Indemnity u and 
gives fa entire a liberty , th^d^wuei 
fnclinaHons c antAffiBions wilt be always 
of its fide; and it has fomefpecious things 
to alledge , the , Novelty *rid*J&{d**ft :*f 
which, makes jhempafs for Wit ?nd Good 
Wuniour , which will be always taking to 
ihofe who want and defire Supports \ and 
y^tufes for fins. pj>on all \thefe accounts ,, 
£nd chiefly upon ifa fqtal l prog/efs which t hi* 
Pafphemcus Spirit of Infidelity has made 
fwotog Hi V it becomes us [to confide r thefe 
igaihrs mtU that, we may b& throughly 
. Acquainted with all ihofe depths' of Sfitzn % 
and know what to atifwer to all thofe fatfe 
jfbew's of Wit or lteafa* f as well as t\ thf 
more petulant demands by wlicb thai pro± 
phone Grew fludy tp undermine and beat 
J&iw* all Religion - Gw 
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the Diocefs of Sarm. Sfi 

One of their common Topicks , is the 
decrying all Myfteries ; and in this they 
fall into the fanfe oppofition with the S6- 
cinians, tho upon very different dcfigus. 
. For the Socinians run down all My fteries, 
and think they can make it appear ; That 
thofe paffages of Scripture by. which they 
are commonly proved, have another mean- 
ing f whereas Libertines do it, icing per* 
fuaded that they are indeed contained in 
the Scriptures ; and therefore they hope 
that they will gain their main end of de- 
crying all Revealed Religion , // firong 
prejudices are onceformedagainfi My/lcriesi 
and yet they are at the fame time confidera 
as parts of the Cbrifiian Religion, and are 
believed to be contain d in the Scriptures. 
J mufi alfo do this right to the Socinians, 
as to own that their Rules in Morality are 
exatt and fever e ; that they are generally 
men of Probity, Juftice and Charity , and 
feem to be very much in earneft in prej/ing 
the obligations to very high decrees of 
Virtue. Tet their denying all fecret 
Affiftances, mull cut off the Exercifes of 
many Devotions, that give a foftnefs and 
tender nefs to the mind; which if once tx- 
tinguifbd, it mufi of ncceffiiy draw after 
it a dry flatnefs over all a mans thoughts 
A 4 and 
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To tke-Clexq of 

and powers; their denying the certainty 
cf God's forefeeing all- futurf events that 
depend upon the freedom of 4 wans Will t 
pufi very much weaken cyr Confidence in 
God, our patience under all vysfortune^ 
and our expectations of a deliverance in 
due time. Their Motions of another fiate^ 
do alfo take off much of the terror ut^ee 
which Bad men ought to hekept x anj kfe* 
the Joys of Good men. On all thefe accounts, 
their Opinions feem to have, a great fnflit* 
ence upon praftice j hut with relation to the 
great Article of Chrifiiahity concerning the 
PerfonandfufferingsofJejksCkrift, their 
Pottrine gives, fo different a view of thu 
Religion in its ntofi important Head, that 
(ither we have been guilty of "". a ntofi 
irreligious prophanation, in efteeming one 
to he God, and giving him all the 4f m 
frnowledgments and Adorations that hehng 
to the Great and Sternal God, who yet 
is a »**<?* Creature; or they mujl he u* 
tefs guilty, who if be he the Great and 
the True God, do look on him only as, 
a Creature ., and yet offer him all divine 
Honor and Worship: and if his Death 
Pas only a pattern, or, any thing elfe thaw 
<? true Propitiatory Sacrifice, then m who • 
/<??# 0* ff as: our Propkiatipn and Bttlerap*, 
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the Dioeefs of Sarum. 

itea, wh claim and truft to it, as our 
Ranibm and Atonement, do very impioufly 
raife its value beyond the Truth, and fix 
our Confidence, with relation to our Peace 
with Ged> upon a falfe foundation* Whereas 
am the other hand, If God has fet forth 
&$ death as a propitiation for the for- 
.fcivenefc of fin, then they are guilty of 
Hack Ingratitude , and of defeating the 
chief defign ef the Gofpcl, who fo far deiraft 
from its wake, as to reckon it only a 
patter* of dying, a confirmation of the 
Gofpol, and a neceffdry preliminary to a : 
BefurreSion. tfpon all theft accounts it 
u that I could never under ft and the 
Pacificatory Doftrines of thofe who think 
that thefe are queftiqns in which a diver fity 
ef Opinions may well be endured without 
dtfhtrhiug the Peace of the Church > or 
heating Communion about them. . They 
feem to be the Fundamentals ofChriftianity f 
and therefore I thought it &as very necef- 
fary for me to give you a full and clear 
Infkru&ion in this matter. 

the 3d. Difcourfe relates to that upon 
which the whole Qaufe of Popery turns j 
far if they are Infallible, it h to no pur- 
fefo to difpute about any % thing elfe : and 
if tkey are fallible, their pretending to 

. Infallibility' 
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vi To the Cleigy of 

Infallibility is of itfelf a juft prejudice 
tgainft th^ir whole Churchy and agtinft all 
their otheY DoftrineSy when they claim te 
fo high an authority without good grounds. 
Siwep therefore this is the mofi Important 
park of all our $ontreverfies with that 
Churchy and fince it is that to which they 
always turn themfelveSy by which they gam. 
Profelitesy and ejlaUifh their own Votaries* 
and fet them out of the reach of all Con* 
vittion ; the understanding of this matter 
in its full extent, feems to be a very ne- 
ceffary piece of jfody. We are apt upon 
a little Interval of quiet to forget the 
practices of that Church ; and becaufe we 
do mt think of them, we may be apt to fancy 
that they think as little of us : but they do 
fiillpurfue their point with an unwearied 
diligence. They never give over, but when 
one defign fails , they either Jludy to re* 
iritve it % or to fet another on foot* with 
an Induftry that ought to awaken us, and 
keep us always on our guard. The Numbers 
. of ihiir Emiffaries are great, and their 
Zeal is ever warm and attive ; therefore 
we muft never lofe fight of them ,• and above 
all the other points* of Controverfy , we 
muft ftuHy to be moft particularly converfant 
in thisy and expert at the management of 
i>. The 



Digitized 



*t Google 



the Dtocefs of Sarum. % vii 

« "The Fourth Difcourfe relates to the 
Various Bodies of the Diffentcrs among 
us*, and all the different grounds upon 
which they feparate from us. The To- 
leration that the Law gives them f does 
mot Alter the nature of things; nor make 
an unjuft Separation to he one whit the 
lawfuSer than it was when they were 
Under a feverer Toke. The Law only 
gives a Civil Impunity , and does not 
punifh •• But the Caufe of the Separation 
is the fame that it was s and is neither 
%etter nor worfe y whether the Separation 
is -purified or not. They are now left 
to themf elves , and are fo much the freer 
in thejr choice , the lefs reflraint is put 
upon them. Therefore it was never more 
jeafinalle than it is now 9 to fit the whole 
, matter in a true light before all that may 
be concerned init 9 that they may weigh 
it the more impartially : And the lefs 
uncajy we fiem to be, at the eafe which 
the Xaw gives tbem> we may have there- 
by the greater advantages in endeavour* 
ing to bring them bach to the Communion 
of the Church , by /hewing both their 
obligations to it , and the weaknefs of 
ihofe Reafons which have led them to 
depart from it. 
- Ithink* 
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I tbmk it is not neceffay to fay 
more 9 for juftifying the choice that J 
have made of theft four Heads , as the 
fitft Effay that I offer you> of a great 
many jtbir . Difcourfes , with which I have, 
entertained ym f when I have defired 
you to meet mt h* the federal farts 
and -different Divi^ens of my Diteefs* 
Seme head of Dhmuty being prppofed 
gs the Subject of a Conference^ I have 
enlarged upon a great many among you t 
and ham laid before you aM that my Sim* 
d#s and Olfervathn could fuggeft $ and 
after that y have led you to difcourfe freely 
upon it. . This hat feemed to me 4 pro* 
per method for awakening your Emmies, 
and for encreafing your Knowledge: And 
thofe meetings have hen fo AyJ kept fy 
yen, aid the Difcourfes fo carefully at* 
tended to » that it has given me n6 
fmall encouragement to go on fiiB in the 
fame method. And as your thinking that 
you have profited by my Labours , is a 
fuB and rkh refompence , that does abun- 
dantly overbalance any pains they may 
put me ti: So it is for your fake that 
I do now publifb thefe Difcourfes ; and. 
as the j prove acceptable or ufeful to yetr± 
d wa J > ptrtops > publifb others here-* 
<fter. \. Ccr- 



Digitized 



zed by GoOgk 



thfe Djocfcfe of Smm. ix 

* Certainly, next to a tntt fenfe of Di~ 
vine Matters, and the inward belief k*d 
iptprefions of Religion , Study , and * 
defire of *feful kmmkdge i is that which 
becomes our Prefeffion the btfi. It is that 
which enables us both to mderfimd tear 
bufinefs , and to do mt duty. It is the 
ipbUfi entertainment, dtid the btfr pre* 
jervatfae from idlenefs * and from aM 
that dufnefs and meaYiuefs , dJt thofe 
txceffct and diforders that arife out tf 
it. the mind mil he always w or king f 
and if ne de not let it fiy at nobler 
game, it will either fink into a feeblenefs 
and lupidky y or look out for fitch Di- 
versions, as do tiffer themfehei^ \okbout 
4 jcrtfpdeur regard tq their unfuitablenefs 
to our Chara&er. Jfiefi dram men down, 
to a vicious familiarity with bad^ten^ 
and do fatally engage many to /hare with 
them mbadpraQijel: either they. make 
us much the worfe> qr at leafi *r feem to 
he fo to others % when we thriw amy 
ipucb <*£ iw; time in kiAttes y which: do 
often end i* grofi Immoralities* t In which 
tie World will be apt fo give m a large 
/bdret often without a- pretence ^ but to 
b$ Jure., if there is the leafi fbadow \for 
t( % ,the chief part of the bkme viHl\be\ 
, \ * . cajf 
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cafi on us. jNer will it be eafy [for us to 
he tdameleis, and Without rebuke* unlefi 
we maintain the other part of the €ha- 
*a8cr given by St. Paul, that as becomes 
the Tons of God, we fliine as lights ia 
the world. And I may well conclude j 
That a ferious application to ftudy, is the 
heft fence , how of the Probity > and of ; 
, the Reputation of a Clergyman : ft both, 
teaches himfelf all the parts of his duty, 
and creates to him that efteem which is 
neceffary to fuppott him in the difchargc* 
of it.. 

/ * « 

* And therefore 1 my dear Brethren , / 
do with all poffille Barnefinefs call upon 
jouy tofiudy to maintain the high Repu* 
tat ion for Learnings of which the Clergy 
of this. Church has been fo long pofeJTed; 
and to give your fetves iime % and leifkre 
to peruje and digeft the Learned Produ+ 
ft ions of thoft Great Men among us ; and 
net* to be proud , pr to boaft that we" 
belong to> a Body that has produced men 
fo defervedly admired \ both by Friends 
and Enemies , while tee our felves are 
fo little like fbem y that we are not 4 
whif the wifer or the Ifarneder for all 
that they have left us. Some hours eve* 

- . . n 
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the .Diocefs of Sarunu xi 

ry day well placed would foon bring us 
under fuck habits , that it would not be 
eafy, ifpoffible, for us to live out of all 
-commerce with Learning , and the learned 
World. 7 know the unhappy fiate of ma- 
ny depauperated Benefices , puts it out of 
the Incumbents power to furnifh them- 
fehes with Boots ; as much as their narrow 
Cirvumfiances iudifpofe them for making ufe 
of them, if they had them., This is a cry- 
ing grievance, and looks too Hie a fcorn 
put on the Gofpel, when thofe who mini' 
fier in Spiritual things are fo flenderly 
fupplied in Temporals , that nothing but 
extreme Neceffity can induce men to ferve 
in fitch Cures , .who are put to wreftle 
fill with the fame nece0y f efpecially if 
they have Families that grow' upon them. 
But as we have at prefent jufi grounds to 
hope, and to give you caufe Ukewife to hope, 
that if Godbleffes us with calm and jet- 
ted times, effcflual Remedies Jhould be 
found out to that great mifery , Under 
which many of you languijb, which mufi 
needs give very fad and affliffing thoughts 
to thofe who obferve it, and who ought to 
watch over you, and to take care of you ; 
fo the beft method to move our Princes, 
and to difpofe the Nation to take pity. 
■"'.■■ on 
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euyeu y is for ytm to take iieed to your 
felvcs, and to the flocks that are com- 
mitted to ypu; to foBow your Studies and 
your Labours more diligently > and to raift 
your own CbaraSier by your Exemplar} 
Lives 9 and the painful discharge of your 
Duties. Thh y and this inly+ will dram 
down the bleffings of Heaven upon your 
ferfmi) and your Labours ; this wiB 
mate yum very Enemies to be at peace 
with you, and n>iH force thoft who do mm 
defpife you, to efteem yoUf and, to count 
you worthy of double tioftour , of a lot* 
gr and eafier fubfiftence. 

I wiU employ the refi of this Dif* 
eourfe in preffrg upon you one great part 
of jour auty-> in which ^ as I am gku( 
tbatfo many among you fet a good Ek+ 
ample to thtir Brethren* fo I do earueff* 
ly wijb that all the reft may follow it * 
It 4s; &o vxprefs an affeftionate and heat* 
ty zeal for their Mtjeifties, and their Go* 
vctounent ; and to endeavour to keep your 
people alnmys i* mind of the extream Mb* 
jeriiSy a? vaS as of the vifibk Dangers , 
of Jh^xfmd^yTzrmy. ThismufifiiU 
be rpmembred as a lofting honour to thh- 
Qhunh^ That feme years ago, there war 
in a day of trial f finable an Oppdfrfiom 
x give* 
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given to that Religion , and to the /ftps 
that were thek made to bring H i* upon 
us. . We are ftitt in the ftruggle > W 
are flrangely mijlaken , if we imagine 
the Danger if /to/?. We plainly fee the 
Clouds return after the Rain ; and a R&> 
lapfe into that State maid make the lite 
ter end much worfe than the Beginning t 
The Hope which then fapported % and ^ 
forwards delivered us > would no more fhf> 
teii our Miferiis with the profpeS of 
Better times. The Rage * -at well as 
the Power of our Enemies > would bt 
touch encreafed ; and there is to douk 
to be mide y butHhat thofe who hatoe no 
Religion , whofe numbers > God knows, do 
fwef'va/ttyy would hope to atone* for all 
that has been dune with the change of 
their NthReligion y for that to which their 
Inter efi fhould lead them. And if ever 
<W, for our great and eryikg Shs f is 
provoked to vifit us in fo terrtble a mart* 
*ir\ we* who have Been hitherto the nhB 
favoured of aU the Churches of God± 
touft become the mofl miferable. Whither 
con we fly for fheltet, of where can we 
promt fe our fehes tit her Retreat tf 
Relief > 
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^fhe profpeft of fuch a Calamity feems 
i* be one if the. blackefi of all that 
j#$ been fince the World legw 5 *Q& 
yft how tamely do many Ink for it ; while 
others with 4 fury that is as much without 
fannds y as< if is without fenfp > are en* 
devouring t$ bring on that ,evil day; 
to make the Ration grow weary of its 
Deliverance, and jrefent Quiet , and re- 
turn bach, into Egypt. While they fpread 
fo many Falfe Reports , with a Spite 
that is as refllefs as it is infoknth fhdl 
top at fuch „ a time ft and as neutral , and 
unconcerned, while all js at flake ? ShaU 
it be fyidy That whereas fome years ago* 
during the Debates concerning the Ex- 
clusion, we fided fo openly , 4 and with a 
Zeal that fhewed m it Jelf on till occajipts, 
and in Inftancef which were better forgot- 
ten jhan remembred ; yet now when all 
that cap concern us , either as we art 
men , and Eoglifhmen , or as we are 
Chrijli(ins , and : the Minifters of, the 
Church of England , is in fuch eminent 
danger , we feem to let all Parties Jfght 
it out the beft they can, while toe only 
M what is enjoined \ and exprefs neither 
ajfeftion nor zeal. 

lwill 
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* 

I mil not offer to fay any thing to 
fionviuce you of the Lawfulnefs of the pre* 
fent Conjlitution »• For I cannot admit fa 
baj a thought of any of you, as to sma* 
gine that you could take the Oaths % 
and continue to perform Divine Offices* 
Ordinary and Extraordinary \ unlefs you 
were fully fatisjfed in your Consciences 
concerning the Lawfulnefs both .of the 
one and of the other. This is fo black 
an Imputation , to fuppofe that /men of 
common Probity , not to fay, men that 
ought to be the Paterns , as well as the 
InjIruSers of others,, fhould fwear an 
Oath, and adhere fo long to it i which 
is an interpretative renewing of it, ever 
till it is openly retraced, and fhould in 
thofe frequent returns of daily Prayers , 
befides the fpecial Offices of Fafb and 
Thankfgiving-days , offer up Devotions 
to God contrary to their Perfmfions; that 
no man is capable of fo heinons , &%d*fa 
continued a Prevarication , unlefs he is 
either a determinate Athetfl, or a t$a* 
of a feared and hardned Conscience. t£fow 
as this h of fo odious a nature, that 
indeed it is not eafy to find words fe- 
vere enough to fet it out bys fa fufpo* 
fing mfn once convinced of the Lawfulnefs 
-"-•■■'■** %■ of 
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xvi To the Cfergy 6f 

of our prefent Situation, it is itery ex* 
traordinary if they are cold nut uncon- 
cerned in a Point, which when it is once 
yielded to be lawful, is ! unquefiionably 
vf the greatest importance and confequence 
poffibtc* 

. If liberty and Religion are valuable 
things i and if they are not, what u 
valuable ? If the maintaining the Pu* 
rify f ef the Chriftian Religion , ftee from 
Idolatry and Superflition , from Imptfture 
wed Cruelty $ if the maintaining a Church 
that without partiality, is to be prefer* 
red to any Church now in the World; 
and if the keeping out of a Religion, 
which is without partiality the worft of 
\any that carries the Mime of Chtifi ; 
If the prejervtitg a Government that is 
jmfi and mild , that is guided by Law, 
and that maintains Property , and that 
ieaves Mankind to all the Liberties of 
** free-born 'Nature, and of a well Con- 
fiituted Society ': And if the tvi t lift and* 
ings an Abfetute and Defpotical, an Afi* 
iitiary and Violent Tyranny , that tram- 
ples on aM things Sacred and Human, 
-that opprejjes Liberty, and dtftroys Pro- 
perty, and that makes men Slaves, and 
ireats them as brute* Be aft s *, If, f fyy*; 
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the Diocefs of Saturn. xvii 

*# tbcfe things are, well weighed \ then 
me mufi conclude , That me owe the ut- 
moft degrees of affeftion apd zeal to 
Their Majefties % and to Their Govern- 
ment : We ought to make all our Peo* 
pie fenfibk , both of the Happinefs 
that me do nom enjoy » and of the Mh> 
feries that we are preferved from , by 
Their means , and under Their Prote* 
ffiou. We ought to fet Popery and Sla- 
very before them in their true Colours^ 
with all the light and life that we can 
give them : We ought to fet our felves 
againfi thofe falfe Brethren , that pre- 
tend they are of the Church of Eng- 
land , but are not ; and are of the 
Synagogue of Satan , which in its 
fir i£t notion figntfying an Adverfary, 
we may without any breach of Charity 
affirm , that they affociate themfelves to 
the Enemy of our Nation , and of our 
Religion; whofe Ptrfon^ government , 
Forces and Succejfes y they are always 
magnifying , on defign to intimidate fucb 
as can be wrought on by their falfe Sur* 
mifes. Thofe things we ought to repr^fs 
and oppofe on all occafions with the Spi- 
rit and Courage that fuch matters require. 

a 3 It 
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// is Stupidity and not Valient* to be 
cold and lukewarm ,; while England and 
the P rot eft ant. Religion are in the loft 
ftruggks whether they mufi [live or die^ 
If God does not blefs fogood a Caufe i% 
all the fleps it makes , with the fuece/s 
that we ought to defire and pray for ^ 
we fhould teach our people net to murmur^ 
not -aggravate matt ft s^ not to fink or de- 
fpond 7 but to eonfider how much our fins 
have provoked God*s Wrath > how fmall 
a fhare we bear of thofe devouring Cala* 
tnities that harvt mind fo, great a part 
of Europe ; while we only bear the Charge, 
but feel few of the Miferies of War. If 
fome years are lefs prosperous than 
others have been, we ought to reflett on 
former Succeffes y and the ill, ufe that uv 
have made of them y which may have pro- 
yoked God to change his methods : and 
yet take qll together, it muft be ac know- 
ledge that we have had of late more 
publick Ble flings and fewer Misfortunes :, 
than any Nation under Heaven. Can 
one reflect en the Btafphemy and Infidelity ^ 
the diffolution of all good Morals > and the 
Impieties afid Vices of all forts that are 
among us, and not wonder rather^ that we 
Iwve not been made a fiene of Earthquakes 

and 
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and Ruins > as Sicily, Malta, d*^ Jamai- 
ca have of late been. It is to tbefe jk$r 
that we ought to turn the minds of our 
people , when they are at any time deje- 
Bed with iU fuccefs } we ought to call 
upon them to repent of, and to reform their 
ways ': and when that is done, or even fit 
about , we may then hope that God will 
change his methods towards us ; and con- 
time bis Gofpel among m, together with 
the Blefinvs of a Juft and Wife Govern- 
n&nt, andof Peace and Plenty. 

thefi are Suhjetts on which we ought 
to dwell much , and preach often. But 
that I may not difmifs this matter, with- 
out any thing that looks like an Argument j 
/ will open to you two great Precedents, 
which you have often heard me enlarge on 
with much feeming fatisfatlion : and be- 
caufe you have thought that I laid them 
out in a more particular manner, than you 
bad otherwife met with' them ; / will now 
fpread them out before you: and that the 
rather, becaufe Arguments from Examples, 
and authorifed practices, have upon many 
accounts a Wronger Influence, than general 
reafonings. Matters of faft are eafier ap- 
prehended, and more capable of full proof, 
than points of fpeculatien j which ds more 

a 4 , taftly 
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ftffo bend to Any tm> (fat* nym if Wit 
W*y give them, than mwf<$s\ which art 
fiubbern and fullcv. 

The firji of thefe i* take* \ from tb* 
Wflon of ^Maccabees, which I dtfirt 
ym will confider by thefe Jteps* Thdtikft 
Jews heme. the. Subjefte <tf thg King* 
§f. Babylon hy the Entire Cmqtefl which 
Ndbuchadfiezzar made *f tfat tftfimt 
that after the f end ef 70 Tears 9 ik& 
centhfud to befubjeR to Cyru^^?|w tkfl he. 
fent them hack to rebuild their Temple^ dtd 
the his Succejfors fuffefd them foth to 
finifb that , and to rebufld md cmJoffi 
Jerufatem, yet they confmdd {ttil to ifi 
the Suhjefts of the Kings of Perfia; tbjjf 
tpas transferred to AleKander the Great* 
when he conquer d that Empire : a*djimity y 
they fell to thejhareof the Kyigs tf.Syrkk, 
and were their Subjects above 140 Teats* 

iMacci. They proved hard mailers Ok them: An? 

f*> **>**• tiochus Epiphanes roWd the Temple in 
the 143 Tear^ of the Seleucida j a greyt 
Maffacre followed \ but thefe werepArtia** 
lar 48s of. Tyranny ; and Jo tho there was 
gfeat mourning upon this y yet it was fid*** 
jnitted to : for certainly the, Peace of 
Mankind, a#d the Order of the Wsrld 
require, tha(fpecial aits of malverfatiqn^ 

and 
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#d evtimof TfntoyiJhmU he bon^ rather, 
than that we flumid jkdke an efiaHifbed 
Coaptation : But in the year 145. hi 
went on to a totd Snbverfion cf their 
Religion, h ** Edift wb&k :we$mredV-V* ' 
that they fbtmld forftke their Law, and v 
become one people with him : I* p*r* vl 57I 
fjnaam of which f the Altar at Jerufit* 
ism mgs defiled \ Idolatrous Altars were 
fat up in *U their Cities, and every 
mm war to he p*£ to death that ftk 
adhered to the Lam cf Moles. Here 
then were Snbje&s brottght tinder a ge- 
neral f entente of death ^ wtlejf they 
ftxmtt defeat f torn the Laws, af God: 
fpecial Qpprtfffons and violent j0s cf 
Cruelty mre fdbmitted to; fat when 
" t&fy jew themf elves involved all in the 
fam*eo0fhon fati , t bey defended them* 
feMs. 

Matfcatbias not only refufed to pin in 
the Idolatry that they had Jet up 9 but kitted 
hath him that went to offer the Sacrifice, ^ 
ami likewife theJKjngs Qommiffioner\X^^ 
nfon which the Htflerian adds this Re* 
fiaSlien , Thus dealt he zeabufly for 
the Law of God, like Phinetm ; be a v . 16. 
nimated his Children to follow his Ex* 
amfUy and to ttnji in God ; but he vouched 

no 
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y no immediate ] warrant thdt he had frem 

lous for the Law > r attch to ^e tbeir> 

iitres for tb(? Covetiafctof their Fathers ;* 

V* jo. to be valiapt, and ;& fliew themfeivai 

-yg+.gg inenin behalf of it^fb> % it youfhafh 

' .?* ' obtain -glory ; and he ordered them &\ 

take unto them all that obferved the i»*r*\ 

/ and to revenge the wrong of their people^ 

to Recompence fully the Heathen, zi^t 

to take need to the Commandment 

of the Law** Vponthk followed tbe^ 

Wars of the Maccabees * in which they. 

never pretended to any f pedal Authority 

from any Prophet : On* hi contrary ', theti 

Hifiory teSs us, That they laid kpifa 

Stones of the Altar> tkat had heenfre* 

4 . Mace, fhaned iy Idolatry, in* convenient ptoses 

4 * # till a Prophet fliould come to (hew 

what fliould be done with them. Thui 

then we fee Sub] efts defend themfeves 4- 

gaiufi their Prince , when he designed W 

totd Stiver fion of thm Religion: atod 

cI for this they vouched no immediate mm 

extraordinary Authority. -Vty 

But to give this Argument its ek* 

tire fore*? We muft next fee upon what 

re af on we may conclude, that this was * 

iufi/fahle, and by confequence an imitsble 

A&icn. 
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A&ion. As for this ,* tho I think it is 
fcarce necejfary to enlarge much on an 
Apology for the Maccabees , their Wars 
hawing barn fucb a venerable found in 
u jaurfe of Jo many Ages \ yet to pur*. 
fine the mat tut fully , m fnd^u Pro* : \ 
fh'f} concerning them in Daniel, which 
is by a& Commentators Ancient and Mo* 
4em, applied to. them , that alone feems 
t* import * full Jvjlificatwn of them ; 
after mention u made of a /(jug that 
jhoulddeBte the Sanftoary, and take ir. Dan. 
away the daily Sacrifice, and fet upon *''**>**• 
it the abomination that maketh de* H * 
fdkte ; to thati this is added \ and fuch as 
do .wickedly againft the Covenant^ ihall 
hjg corrupt by flatteries : but the peo- 
ple that do. know their God, fhail be 
flrong, and do exploits. And they that 
onderftand among the people, fhall 
iiiftruft many j yet they fhall fall by 
the fword , and by flame , by captiwU 
$y, and by fpoil many days : and when 
tteyrihall fall, they fhall be holpen 
witfria little help ; but many fhall 
cleave to them with flatteries; As 
tbtfe words import a plain pri-diHton, 
in terms of approbation of the Wars of 
the Maccabees, fo all the Commentators 

that 
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that I have yet feen, without exception, 
do apply them to thevn. 

.There are dfa many Commentators 
who da apply likewife to them, thofe 
ii.HeW vfcris c f the Epifiie to "the Hebrews, 
34 ' Who put of weaknefs were made 
ftrong, waxed valiant in fight, and 
turned to flight the Armies pf the 
Aliens: And there is a particular re* 
ftmhlance oiferved between theft words, 
and feme ,Phrafes that occur in- the 
Books of. the Maccabees: let 1 ton- 
fefs thofe words are not fo exprefs a* 
the former , nor are are they fo Vui* 
verfajfy expounded in tbu fenfe. But 
to conclude this matter, The Authority 
of thofe Books, as k is an Argument 
of fuB force againfi thofe who acknow- 
ledge them to he Canonical', fojincehy 
Art*. >he Art ides of our Chutch, thefe Books 
are to be read for example of Life, and 
for thelnftru&ion of manners ; tho itdotb 
not apply them to eftaMfli any Do&rine: 
and jinte we read fo many Leffons taken out 
of the Apocrypha : fhefe mufi be ac- 
knowledged to he Books of great, tho m* 
of Divine Authority. And tho accord- 
ing to the Article, of .our Church, the 

arguing 
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arguing firm* any one paffage in them 
is Mot to be alkwed\ yet if SntjeBs 
/landing on their own defence, in the 
caje of a total Sutyerfion % is to beefteem* 
ed Rebellion them we hind uf with our 
Bibles y and recommend to our people, two 
Books thatfet out AHijtory with great pomp, 
and with an Air of much Piety, which was 
too other than a downright Rebellion. 

To tins, the only anfwer that 1 have ever 
yeffeek made, is, That the Jewijb Dip- 
fenjation being founded on Temporal Pror 
tmfes, whereas the Christian Religion is 
* Bo&rine of the Crofs, things of this 
kind might have been lawful among them , 
tho they are not fo to m : and that the 
rather i becaufe by a PraHice that was 
antherifed, froni the Example of Phine- 
has , and the ptaife given him for it, 
private men might among the Jews, 
when the Magistrate was remifs, fall 
+pem Offenders, and punifb them^ effect- 
aUy in the cafe (/Idolatry. This is all 
that f terns tobt offered with any colour of 
Rtafon, to take off the Argument from 
'the praBiee of the Maccabees: and 
therefore the considering and jkating it 
aright, will determine the whole matter. 

firjl, 
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Firfi then, The true Arguments agxinft 
Refinance being drawn from the Magi- 
strates having the [word from Qod, /i- 
gether with all the Topicks that btlongto 
that Bead y they are equally obligatory to dl 
Nations, and dl Religions ; it being no 
fart of any fpecid DoBrine delivered 
in the New Teftament, but arijfogfoom 
the Attributes of God , 'and the faeace 
and Order of the Worlds which did 
bind Jews as well as Chriftians : jho 
then are indeed Specialties in theCbri- 
ftian Religion, that do enforce this the 
more, and aggravate the tranfgreffpob* of 
it more apparently. So that if Sdjtfts 
defending themfelves in the ctft* of * 
Total Subverfion , (it mufi eikt be 
remembred, that I am now only argking 
upon this Suppofition ) is the fin of 
Rebellion , it was a fin to ifo Jews, 
to the Maccabees in particular , as wet 
as it. is a fin. to Chriftians. As for 
that of the Zealots^ tbo at jirfl appear- 
ance it feems to be of fome force, yet 
when examined it will be found to have 
very little in it* If we confider+the 
firft Authorities for Zwlats, we (ball find, 
that the Jews fir etched this matter be- 
yond all bounds ; fo that to their wiftakes 

about 
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shout it, thy owed k great fart of their left ' x 
fatal Miferks, whkb ended in their ruin. < 

This matter ha$ keen alfo too implicitly /*> 
km by many Chrift tan Writers from than. 
The frft beginning of Zealotifffi was in the 
Inflame of Phincbas his kiMng Zimri and a*. Num. 
Cosbi ; but before this was done, Moles, *• 
who was the chief Ruler, did command aO 
the Judges of Ifrael, that every ope 
ihould Hay his men char were joined 
to Baal-Peor. Phincbas was one of thefe 3 . Num. 
Judges; for as Eleazar had been fet3*- ' 
over the Tribe of Levi when his Father Jj Nm 
was High-Prieft, fo Aaron being dead at 
this time, and Eleazar made Higb-Prieft 
in his fiead, Fhinebas was now over the 
Tribe 0/ Levi j and thus Moles'; Command 
was in particular directed to him ; there* 
fore though the Zeal with which he exe* 
€uted it, was highly acceptable to God, yet 
it was exatfl? Regular , fince Mofcs bad 
given a general Order for it. 

. After tins, followed fome Inflances of 
Mm eminently authorized by God, by the 
jGifts of Prophecy and Wracks, who did 
in fome Cafes puuifb Idolaters ; fucb was 
SamuePi hewing Agag in pieces, in exe- t sm. 
cut ion of the Divine Command^ and EU- 'f-33- 
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, iHngs jahv ordering all the Priefts of Baal ta , 

1SV40! j* killed, rfter he had by an affonifbtng 
MtrMk towed that Jfchovah was the 
tree Got, **W * &tf Ae nw bk Prophets 
this was fintohle to their Difptofition, 
which being a Theocracy, on Authorized 
Prophet might weU hove entred mom tht 
Fun&iom of the Magifirate^ wmn the 
Kfatg him/elf was in faulty And the Law 
was openly, profaned. Vpon the fame 
grounds our Saviour , After his Mir ac let 
had opeulf declared that he was Cent of 
God, did whip the Bayers and Sewn out 
of tht Temple^ when they had profaned 
the Court of the Gentiles, and had 

ii. Mat m *d* **** Houfe of Prayer a Deft of 

13* Thieves* 

Thus it is plain, That none of the Prt* 
fidentt front the Zealots of the Old Teflon 
ment f could jufiify private Men, fuch at ^ 
Mattathias and his Children^ to do any 
thing that, was of it felf irregular and 
unlawful Phioehas hit pt office was a 
Precedent for a&iug in the matters of 
their Law with mush fintit And courage^ 
but it could not' jufiify *nj man who 
. jbould prefamt to do that, which was not 
otherwife lawful far htm to do ) and 

$1 
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though the Spirit of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion is very different from the Spi- 
rit by which Elijahs other Pro- 9. Lnjee 
phets under the Old Teftament were ****** 
a&ed \ as our Saviour told hit Difci- 
pies, particularly in this, thdt where** 
in the one, Prophets did immedtatdy 
hy Miracle, or otherwife, puni/b fome 
Offenders ; in the other, aS was to be 
managed frith* a Spirit of Gentlene/t 
and Charity; yet after aft, the lafting 
Rules of Morality and tinman Soiiety, 
were thefamz then that they are now. • 

This Inftance, I think, does fully jfr 

fiify thpfe who ; fttiHg a total Subvert 

fion of our Religion fo far advanced* 

that the Popis ^Authority was publickfy 

owned, and that all the Laws that fe- 

cttred it, were declared' to be under a 

Dtipeflfing Power * which was in it 

felf a total Subverfion of oar Confti* 

ttntion, did think it lawful to accept 

of a Deliverance , to concur in it, and 

to afflft towards it: * 

The other In ft once is taken frdm the^ 
frfl beginnings of Chriftianitys heirtg 

b the 
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the Legdl and Authorised JLeligiim of 
the Roman Empire; -and from the 
fir ft Council that is efteemed General, 
when* Precedent is laid dm* that ia 
no lefs full fpr juftiffing thq/i, mho the 
they did not concur in procuring our£)e- 
liverAnce^.yet have fines clofed i# k, 
with all bumble Gratitude and Obedi- 
ence to tbofe whom God made the In* 
foments in fo great a Work. 

4fter Gwftamioe and Licinius 

had given out tbofe Edtffs . at Milan, 
by which the Chriftians had full tiber- 
. // both for their Belief and JVor ftp, 
and had all the . Rights ..and Immuni- 
ties, of other Corporati0s.gr anted them, 

Euf ci™. V^ iUS ^ '&, ™ i, », kwP '* 
Theoph. Enemy to . thai Religion, began in the 

Anonita. Tear $19. tofper/ecute the Ckrijliante 
VaIef - He., durjl not, for fear of Conftantiae, 
-fall upon thenf openly ; hut his Inten- 
tions being w<l{ uudtrjtoqd by his Mir 
• n/fters, the Goveruotfrs of the Provfa- 
' -Trf i\ ces \ committed in mmtg places great 
: # . g* ' °* Cruelties. He likewife turned the Chri- 
ftians fir fi out of bts Huujhold, and 
' ■ , next out qf all his Armies. He 

made 
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made a, Law agahfl teHevmg fmth at 
mere m Prtfom y by mkkhthofe who relie- 
ved them were ts.&e gttnifbed 4t Compu- 
tes sf their Crimes. -He apprehending 
that mofi of the Bifhops wtfltt wei to 
Conftaotioc, *»- \ that in their heart* Eti. Ae 
they were fit again ft hmfilf, went on, ^-VitOoit 
degrees,im hi s defers againft them ; Hejby L u e Si 
9*9 £Wn^ forbad* the Bifhops to meet t. y} . 
together, or to meddle with the Com- 
terms of one smother's Churches. By 
emtjfbty, he defgned to expofe them to 
Scandal amd Scorn. He forbade Mem 
vsd'Wotmm to meet together to wor* 
ftep Go^ or Bishops to viftt Women } 
or fVosmn to come to he inf rutted in 
their Sehoo/s; amd appointed that Women 
ody (bould infirua Women. He alfi 
forbade their holding Jjjemblies within 
Cities, and . ordered them to meet im t>v£.l is* 
*» ope* i Fields. Some Churches were'' 9i 
Med down by his Orders, and others 
vere {but up} and his ftp SucceJJes 
nude him refohe on a general Per/ecu- 
tion t For not only Eufebius, /*/ hah & vfa 
Socrates, Sozomen, and fever al other Coa - '* *• 
Writers, do ai affirm, That there was'' 2 " 
w general Per/ecution begun, but that 
b a there 
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e*P- I- fbtn were vifikle ft*?*, made : towards 

it. When all this was repnefinted to 

Conftantine, he was much afeBed with 

it \ and refolved to help the opprefled, 

'jLixnCU and thought it put a pious and holy 

** ? f* # Action to. five a multitude, by the 

deftroying of one perton : For he 

faw no other way was left to relieve 

the oppreffedi and his engaging in * 

EuC 1 10. War with Licinius, was by the Bi/bops 

€% *: of the Baft, that is, Licinius' j ewnSuh- 

jg0s 9 afcribed to an immediate Conduft 

and Providence, of God. It is true, 

Lit.io* Eutropius puts this upon Coo&anBnc J s 

Ambit ion y and his afpiring to be the 

* fingle Monarch of the World : This* 

is alfo infwumed by Aurelius Vi£fcor, 

Principa- M d ^ ore fuHy f et out \y ZofiniUS ; 

o&S> ho fe h * tr * d b6 *h of Copflantine, and 
fcftans. of the Cbrifiian Religion, breaks out 
-into fo many Partialities \ unbecoming 
an Hi(lqrian y and engages him into Jo 
many Stories that are, evident If falfe % 
that little regard is due to any thing, 
he fays. 

I will \not enlarge upon jhe War that 
followed J only I mufl obferi)e > That 
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tho Conftantine as the Senior Em- 
perour, had the precedence of Licinius; 
yet he had no fort of Authority over 
him i So here two Princes, both equal* 
ly Sovereigns of the Rortah Empire % 
Colleagues and Brothers- in-Law, for 
Licinius had married Conftantine'* 
Sifter, were engaged in a War: the 
quarrel was not a general perfecution\ ' 
hut fuch fteps made, as did phinly 
dif cover there was one intended. *A 
Peace foon after followed. The Ce- 
ment of it was y The declaring Lick 
nius'i Son Licinian Cafar , who was 
then 21 years of Age\ -this put him 
in the Smcefpon. But a fecond Rup- 
ture followed quickly after that. Li- 
cinius'j hatred to the Chrijiians being 
rather encreafed than abated, Rnce he 
obferved that they all loved Conftan- 
tine ; This proved fatal to Licinius, 
for he was totally defeated at Adria- 
nople the \d. of July 324* and after 
fome fruit lefs Attempts y he was for- 
ced to put himfelf in Cohftantines 
hands y on the i%th. of September 
following. Whereupon he was fent to 
live a private man at Theffalonica : 
b J * but 
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but Conft&n&ie un&rfhoidmg ttm 
he tomiet not -f'0 % evMit kiw takq 
'jut u tkhK «* theteg&»klig*f 
the Xear 3L%y Nam mr.WvY** tm 
next fUtt *P fee tobat 'wsi? ikr: fltfi 
tf the Me Omrcb, if: tte* Ttmfi 
4&.io£: Jf cmfeffy we wujghti mt to 
ttke it fiugfy fro*. Eufebws, fur he 
• is ratfor 4 '. fwfetml Enaomhft «f 
Confatx'wz,tb*ph*sHi^A*ykr»* 
bm/e 4 nmk more certain, mi A*> 
tbentied Aktberbf fa phis * Gpamafc 
tine i» tfa fame par in. jvhicfr be bad 
fut Licinius ta. death* ud hdd takem 
#0 notite <j^ J-ieifllan ♦ *Aa^«fc ayeaw' 
before majde Csefar hi fa vatmjiti i, 
tatted the firjt Qederrf Ctmmlta mm 

Irf.Vit, 4t *^ ce : For ** bis ^J(M^A/ft l «to% 

Conft. ■■ be tells theniy That be bad g&w» 

1 3.*.i*. Orders /a eJtff tbem together r M 

fpm as he hod overturn* i&eXT}Hm« 

my. %he Council mode no Exteftim* 

to Cosnftaatine as an leader ; t/ftp 

. ' '■ did neither enquire after- Liotniwt ,, 

*fr eomflain of LidpiusV ■J^tfr* 0* 

the covtrsrj, When Coa&amim earn* 

$» and harangued tbem , EuftattoilK 

*/ Antioch ;#«J eptertam bfowtn) 

4F4- 
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s Panegyricky full of high Gommen+ Tfceod Lj. 
d at ions; and smother fetms to have 
bten made by Eafebius, bteffing j&De Vic 
mighty God npon his asconm ; which p^l- 
Speeches pronounced in fid Cjnneil/' lf " 
are At leafi a firong Prefumption^ 
that they aS tfproved ef the Wat^ 
and rejoiced in t^e deliver one*. This 
is yet mote evident from the nth. Ca- 
non of the Council , in which the* 
refteft ufon the late Tyranny of Lu 
cinius, Srbichfbcm fHat the his death, 
dnd the r*in of hit Family, mnft have 
na$wrdly gvtnfome Cotofaffion for one 
that was then feat ce cold f and that had 
fo fatty bten their Prime ; for atmojl 
thai whole Council <x>n(ifod of thofe . 
ifho had been the Bifbops in his (bare 
of the Empire; )et they eonfidered 
the danger they and their Religion 
bad been hr under bimj and their de- 
liverance fy Conftanrifie , ds • yajlb 
fnperibnr to their Tie* to him; fo 
thai thtre was an Vnk/effal Joy over 
tie whole Eatft upon the Succeffes of 
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• The having adhered to t Litinius, 
&d taking part with him in; the War 9 
th he was then atfuall} tbiit Prince \ 
jvas a matter of fueh Scanddl dnd 
Infamy, that Conftantind in d Letter \ 
uSi^bich foe .wit to the Nieomedians 
**$L**nft. Eufcbius their Bifoop, reprodeb- 
Vs him\ with this, u Thdt he hdd bcc$ 
• £ i alvtayi Jn Li^mius 9 sCiinnci/s and , 
^Secrets, that hjt hdd all-alwg ftuck 
,** to. him , and bid treated foimfelf 
" mth Repr+dth ; thdt be hdd im- 
v* ployed Spies to procure * Intelligence 
it to Licioius, dnd thdt he bad given 
f him Al^ fort, of JffiJltnU, except 
" the bearing of Arms for him : all 
" whisk Conftafttine affirms be is red- 
'"• dy to provt , hy fpme Priefis dnd 
" Deacons wfa h/Cd adherd to Eufe- 
■ ' . # bias, %nd whom he bfid-taken Pru 
u fonezs. p Jnd thus m fet what the 
Jenfe of the whole Chnre^ ./* one df 
ifsbefi Jgesy dnd of the fir ft General 
flpupeily was^pf d Deliverance procu- • 
ted by one Sovereign Prince s attack- 
ing* dethroning, dnd poff effing himfelf 
tf thte Empire of another, who hdd 

n& 
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pot yet fet on foot a General Per- 
fepttion, but had only violated the 
Laws which the Qhrtftians had for 
the fecurity of their Religion , had 
committed many Atts of Jnjufiice and 
Violence againft them', And had de- 
clared bit Intentions fo vifiily , that 
there was $ foffible reafon to con- 
clude that a General Perfecutim 
»as coming on. Not a Bifiop, nor 
a Prieft > food, out againft Con- 
jjaptioe ; not fo much as a private 
thrift ian was of , LiciniusV Par- 
ty : All went in to the- Revolt- 
tion 9 and. rejoiced in their DeUve- 
ra/tce, 

r wilt not go on to fbcw how pa- 
rallel that Cafe wot to ours ; the at- 
tempt were as needlefs, 4s it .might 
feem invidious : Only I may weU.cpn-^ 
elude , That it is not eafy to. imagine 
how we can be better affured of the 
fcpft of the whole Church in any 
joint, than we are. ofthefenfe of 
the Christians of that Age, in this . 
particular. 

I have 
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I Jjovc not fmd an} thing tti jufii^ 
fy nfy putting CoflftantineV prevdif- 
ing over ticinius in the Tear imme- 
diately before ifo* Council if Nicd , 
thtt Baronius puts it fix kef ore if. 
But it is vifible that he ha* diforder- 
ed the whole Hifiory of Cooftantiae, 
an defign to Maintain his being bapti^ 
zed at Rom£, with other. unjvjl)fta~ 
hie things ; be fides that > EufebfusV 
Chrqnology in this particular , a* it is 
of authority of it filf \ wiihem tiny 
other fupport , fo it frfuUy eonfirto* 
ed by the dates of feme Laws in 
the Code, and fever al other Chvtri**- 
*" fiances. 

It fhould be hoped that fy great 
and fo plain a Precedent fbotddcon* 
elude thofe who hafut r made the 2^A 
mitivi Church their Pattern ; aid, 
who have always reckoned this one of 
the fpecial Glories- of the Church of 
England, that fljebtilt upon, and 
conformed her felf to the firfi Ages of 
Chrifiianity. I have now opened the/* 
two Precedents very particularly to 
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yt* ; &^ft*fi*kt<> *e%b nhebmh 

you in forne Conferences v. that '$ ha^fe 
held with you upon this Suijeft. I 
hope you will both feel the force tb*t 
is in the#i akd +iH l k able id pa- 
nage them with more advantage 
now that you have them lying he- 

fonypr 

To conclude all. I do charge you 
ty : 4ll the Autketfb I km* tier 
you \ and befeech you by all the ln^ 
terefi that I have in you, to fet your 
felvfr wholly u yM Studies mtd La- 
bours \ to be earnejl in Prayer, to 
continue in it, and to join fafiing 
with it : Search the Serif tures dili- 
gently ,- give your f elves to reading 
aMi ksediUtion, and be you wholly in 
them j that fo your profiting may ap- . 
pear unio all men 5 ***d watch over 
the Flock committed to your charge : 
Be inftant in feafon, and out of fea- 
fan \ to inftrutt y admonijb, exhort 
and reprove ; and by fo doing , you 
fball both fave your f elves , and 
them that heat you : In doing thefe 

things, 
. A §5 " 
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things jo»jb*U dwie,* %we ; fbe mqfi 
(onft&t Jfpfitnciy «ni the mft e*r- 
mfi fryers. <fr; K 

and Dear Brethren, 
' Your mdftAflfeaionace Brother,and 

-. * . 

■ ' > ■ ■>» 

• . • ' .»•■', r \ .1 • > ' * ^ ' i 

^Humble Servant in the Lord, 

r , ' '.' * ' ''• ". • , < '' v * 

* '» '*•■■' • '" * • '• - *.,,'-• * .' • 
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Conceming thtf .1 '• 

TRUTH 

'.. O F THE ' 

Ghrifh'an Religion; 

|HERE is hot any one 1 
thing that we ought to 
enquire into with ib pe- 
culiar afi eXadtnefs, as 
the truth of that Reli- 
gion which we believe ; 
• ... nor is there any thing 

m which we ought to be fo converfariry 
and to which wefliould be foweH prepa* 
red, as to defend this great Argument^ 
the foundation of our Faith arid Hope.' 
ft is a very prepoftercusway of ftudytt/ 
be able to argue about the retail of ou'r { 
ReU^ion 5 I mean the particular Da- 
ft #rine$ 
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Concerning the Truth 

drines of it» and the lubdivifions into 
which, it is broken* and not, to. know 
bow to maintain it in grofs ; when the 
truth of it is called in queftlon, either in 
the petulant way of profane Liberty, or 
with the fubtilties of Philofophy and Cri- 
ticifm. We may have to do with both in 
the Age in which we live* 

The Diviftfns amofg CMftiahs have 
made the Worid conclude, that they had 
a right to prove all things, that fo they 
may know how to hold feft that which 
is good. The Enthufiafrris^aod Hypo- 
crites of foflje, iufd the, tyeibnefs and 
DUbrders among others; the fuperftiti- 
ous magnifying of fmall matters, and the 
contending eagenly fpr them, whiie tip 
greater, as well as the more ufcfel aflji 
more uncontrov«Md Rjtfcs .have jbcen 
too vifibly and generally neglected • have 
furnilhed them with prejudices, that 
muft be confefied to be but too fpecious 
and plaufible: And I wifli fome of us 
may not have contributed^ to make ma- 
ny think we are fcarce in earpeft in ar- 
guing for the truth qf our Religion, while 
our Lives do but too openly certify rhafc 
we do not firmly believe our own Argu- 
ments, 

the 
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. The great Author of our Religion has 
feft this wdfc upon the World, that offences 
fnuft come ; arid the heavieft part of that 
woe will Certainly fall upon thofc by 
tihoni they code. But when we arfc enqui* 
ring into fo Important a matter, itcer- * 
tainly becomes us to free oiir minds front 
prejudices as much as we can : And nel* 
ther to fuffer our felves to be Dpflefled bf 
the firft Impreffions that Education micfe 
upon us, nor by our prefent Stations and! 
Engagements on the one h^ttdi nor to bd 
led away by the fury, of our Appetite^ 
and Paflions, and the bad Examples thtt 
the World abounds in oft the Qther hand : 
That fo we may more freely fearch aftetf 
truth, and both find it out, and fcffc 
low it. 

As a preatnbie to what is to coiiie af- 
terwards, let us look into our Natures^ 
and fee if we do not feel a Principle with- 
in us that both thinks and aids freely, 
which is totally different from matted 
which neither thinks nor chufes. This 
Principle then feels that its thoughts da 
cfireft its freedom in aM* that it does, £nd 
therefore is capable of good or etril , of 
reward and pxmiiftmcnn The itopfe di- 
ftindtly that it thinks, and the more ei- 
a€ttjr that it follows thofe Truths which 
6 i bf 
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4 Cotterniyg the Truth , 

\>y thinking it difcovers , it feels it felf 
become the more perfedt ; the more that 
it can refiftall Impreffions which arife ei- 
ther from the conftitution of the Body, ' 
or from outward Objects and Accidents. 
If, grows to enjoy a perfe&er calm within* 
$nd is enabled to go through the fatigues 
apd chances of Life with much more eafe 
and patience. The more it refifts the 
furious cravings; of the Body, it enjoys, a 
£>flger life, * and perfe&er health. There 
ts alfo a Chajn of Rules which arife out of 
jhefetwp qualities, that in the , opinion 
*>f ,all Mankind ar? the beft our Nature is,, 
capable of, whtiph ?ire Veracity and Good- 
n&fs) which render all the Societies of 
tnen both fafe ; and happy : They eftabliffi 
aconfidence, anq maintain an entercourfe 
iaihe Worjjdg they ; givecredit,anddraw 
eite?m j they <? ncfcar men to one another,, 
4nd mjke all~tbe Ties and the whole* 
Neighbourhood f: apd Gpmgiefce of Life 
firm* and ufeful-: Ar^ tjbiere is alfo a 
tfoin: of thoughts which run through a 
ip^nVmind $nd life, whlcji makes him 
l|ve with great advantage, and die with 
myeh firmnefs; which give him much^ 
catirage, and attradt much eftecni : Thefe 
are all things that a man may fafely af- 
firpi, fince none queftion them $ and as 

no 
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iio man who tecs the conftant mirth in 
which feme in Bedlam do pafs their days; 
will be from thence tempted to think that 
they are truly happy ; fo the mad fro- 
lick in which fome Libertines wafle both 
their Bodies and Minds, their Lives and 
Fortunes, has never impofed fo far on the 
World , as to make men fo much as to 
doubr, whether it were r better to be a$ 
they are, .or to be good arid wife, calm 
and fober. 

This then bdng Jaid down, it is a great 
ftep made in : faJvoiir of ariy ; Religion, if it 
does exa&ly qiialdrat with it ail: If the 
Principles that it contains, and the Rules 
that* it prefcribes, arc fo much of a piece 
with this, that they do both improve and 
fortify it. This does not prove it to be 
true indeed, but it renders it probable j 
it makes us inclined to believe, cir at 
leaft to wiih it to be true. The thoughts 
of a Supream Being, who made and pre* 
ferves all things, who is every- where,, 
and can do whatfdever he pleafes , raife 
Vaft Ideas inns, and give a fort cf opet> 
ing and erilargement to our Powers : The 
fenfe of his knowing all things, begets a 
comppfure, and creates an awe 5 the per- 
fuafion of his governing the World, gives 
a quiet, when we know, that as Infinite 
B . 3 . Power 
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PoWer cannot be withftood, fo Sovereign 
Wifdom cannot be mjftaken : Nothing 
can have inch influence, both on out* 
Jives, and in our death, as the belief & 
another World, and of the Account that 
is to be made after death : Nothing {hikes 
the hatred of Sin, or the obligations to 
/ Vertue deeper, than the whole Theory of 
the Death and Sufferings of Chrift The 
Roles given in the Gofpel to all the Qr« 
ders of men , and in all the relations- of 
life, would make all Families and Socie- 
ties both eafy and happy j the obligation 
to ftricl; juftice to all others, and to an 
abatement of what in juftice we might 
demand from others, by doing as we 
would be done by : Tlie Rules of not on- 
ly paflingby, and forgiving Injuries, but 
of loving Enemies, and doing good for 
evil j the tendernefc as well as the extent 
of our .Charity, the meafures and manner 
of our bounty to the poor, the ipodefty 
of deportment, the condefeending gen- 
tlenef?, as well as the unaffeded humuV 
fy that are enjoined, have all fuch Char 
radevs in thtm, fo fuited to our Faculties, 
find to Human Society $ to the calm of a 
mail's mind, as well a« to the comforts of 
his life, to fortify him againft misfortunes, 
and to, fupport himagainft tfte&ebleneJ? 
. ' " •-;••-• ' " an d 
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and frailties of bis Nature; that he who 
will futfer himfelf to weigh all this care- 
fully , muft feel a ftrong difpofition to 
believe a Religion to be true,* that agrees 
with the highefl thoughts that we can 
have of God, and the b§ft-Seeds or Prin- 
ciples that We feel within our felves. 

Ail this receives a vaft .acceffion from 
the Simplicity of the WoHhip prefcribed 
by it, which coafifts chiefly in the exeih 
cife of the fublimeft thoughts that we can 
entertain of God, and the jufteft that we 
ought to have of our felves j all which 
•are to be exprefled in the moft genuine 
.and fimpleft manner potfible, with the 
feweft, but the pJaiaeft and moft fign> 
ficant Rites. Thus a great advance 
is made, when a man can be induced to 
lay all thefe things together. The whole 
moral and practical part of ChriftiatutY, 
together With the modefty and -reafona* 
blenefs-of its Worflup, are great Induce* 
ments, if not Arguments, to believe'all 
the reft of it : And this wiH appear the 
more ftoftbly, if one fets by k the Idolar 
try and Magick, the Cruelties and Bru- 
talities that have denied the whole GtwtHe 
World, cither as we find them anciently, 
even among the Politeft Nations oi Greece 
and fime 3 and as they continue to this 

B 4 day 



Digitized 



by Google 



' Concerning the Truth 

day in fo great a part of the World > 
Which lies (till under the darkfiefs of Pa- 
ganifa according to the Defcriptions.that 
Navigators* and Travellers have given 

- Here is the firft Foundation to be laid : 
To this is to be added , That a Nation 
which hates our Religion, does yet retain 
many Books that give a vaft ftrength to 
4t $ and fo much the greater, as they (the 
tfem I mean) have preferved thofe Books 
with great care. It was a remarkable 
ifcep, when thofe Books were put in a 
Language of greater extent, and tnore 
certainly underftood, than that in which 
fhey were firft writ j and that long before 
our Religion appeared, which was done 
by the men of that Nation. That Tran- 
slation was received, and long ufed by 
fhem, which prevented endleft Difputes 
that mull have otherwife arifen in the 
beginnings of Chriftianity , concerning 
the true rendring of many Pafiages in 
them, which relate to an extraordinary 
fferfon, that was to be fent to: them, 
and was looked for by them* under the 
name of the JMeJ/ras ♦• For the Heirew 
language, as it was little known, fo it 
was Capable of fuch different Readings 
|nd Interpretations , that if the matter 
r i * hac| 
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not been fetled before by an Au* 
themical and Authorized Translation, it 
does not well appear how it could have 
beendone, AChriftianwould not have 
had credit enough , nor a Jew honefty 
enough to have ^given a 'Work of this 
kind, in which the World would have 
acquiefced. Now in thefe Books , as 
thete are fome Predidions that feem 
loofer and more general , fuch as thole 
concerning the Seed of, the Woman, the 
Seed of Abraham^ and, the Iflue of Z?j- 
vid\ fo fome; chiefly of the later Pro- 
phets, fixed upon a period of time, as that 
he fliould come during the Second Tem«* 
pie, . ami within a limited courfe of years ; 
and that he (hould be cutoffs but that af- 
terwards the City and Santtuary fhmhd be p.Dan.24, 
defiroyed : Thqt deflations were deter* *S»***7- 
mined till the war 'fhould be af an end. 
Now without enuring into the exa& ad* 
juftingpf the time limited of 70 weeks, 
we do certainly kfiow that their Temple 
and City were deftroyed many Ages 
ago 5 and but a few years after, that he, 
whom we believe to be that Mefftas, had 
appeared among them, and was cut off* 
by them : So that either it mull be 
owned that this was not a true Prophet 
ey. or the- Mejfias came before the de- 

ftrutfigq 



Digitized 



by Google 



ib CmcerHiifg the Truth 

ftrtdion of Jemfatem .• This Argument 
receives a vaft ftrengjth by thole who 
have made out the point of Chrono* 
logy of the 70 weeks of years , that 
is 490 years, which does exactly agree 
to the interval of time. 

This whole matter receives a great 
confirmation from that Unvalnable Hi* 
ftory which Jofephut a fewijb Prieft,»and 
a man of great Learning and Judgment, 
well sktll'd both in Civil and Military 
Affairs, and full of zeal both for his. 
Countrey and Religion , has writ in fo> 
particular a manner, he having been 
an Eye-witnefs, and a confiderable A&or 
in the whole Affair. .Whofoever is at 
the pains to compare that difmal Scene 
with our Saviour's Predictions, fees fucfa 
an agreement between them, that this 
is no fmall Argument to prove the truth 
of the whole Religion. Nor is it to be 
paft over without a fpecial remark, that, 
we have this piece of Hiftory writ by 
a Jew, who cannot be fu(pc<fted? had 
a Chriftian writ it, he might, perhaps, 
have been thought too partial to hit 
Religion; or had a Bumtrn writ k , h« 
might have been fufpe&ed to h&n ag- 
gravated matters for ratting die Tn- * 
umphs of his Countrey ; but there lies 

no> 
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no poflible colour of fufpicion againft 
Jafephus : And fince he mentions the 
Story both of the Forerunner, *nd of the 
Difciple of our Saviour; this is a great pre* 
iumption, either that the Paflage relating 
to pur Saviour himielf is genuine, or that 
if 1m laid nothing of him, it was becaufe 
he knew he could fay nothing that could 
derogate from his Credit , and that, he 
would fay nothing to raife it ; For it is 
plain from thofe Relations concerning 
St. John Baptifi and St. James, that he 
was acquainted with the beginning! of 
our Religion ; befides, that we (be a par* 
ticular Curiofity poflefled him, of being 
well informed concerning all the diffe- 
rent Se&s that were among them, and 
their particular Tenets and Cuftoms. 

There are fo many Paflages in the 
Gofpel, of which the Jems muft nave 
had fuch full and Authentical Informa- 
tion, that if they had been falfly rela* 
ted, . it muft have been in their power to 
have confuted them beyond the poffibi- 
jity of a contradiction. So that as to 
this part of the Argument, fo much is 
certain , That the Jews looked for theif 
Meffias during the Second Temple, and 
about the time that our Saviour ap* % 
peared > which difpofed them fo cafily 
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to hearken to every Impoftor. Their 
Temple has been deflroyed, their Na- 
tion difperfed, their Genealogies loft, by 
which the certainty of their being 4hra* 
bams Seed, fubfifts no more, -and their 
Sacrifices have ceafed now above 1600* 
years. So that their hatred of us, and 
yet their Books agreeing with ours, when 
joined together , make no fmall part of 
our Argument. But now to tome to 
the ftrength of our Caufe y I lay it 
thus. -• 

The Gofpels were publiflied in the 
time when many perfons were yet alive, 
who knew, and were appealed to, for 
the Paflages contained in them: Which 
is made out thus. Firft;they mention 
the Temple and Nation of the Jews as 
•< ftill in being , which lhews they were 
written before the Deftrudion of Jeru» 
falem : More particularly, St. Luke writ 
the Atts of the Apofiles two years after 
St. Paulas going to Rome> with which he 
ends that Book : And he begins it with 
the mention of his Gofpel, as writ fome 
time before that. His Gofpel alfo b$* 
gins with an Account of fome other 
Gofpels that had been then writ. Now 
St. Paul's going, to Rome happened two 
Or three and twenty years after the time* 

. Pf 
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of out Saviour's Paflion and Reforredi- 
on, fo early were there things put in 
writing. They were no fooner written, 
than they were read in the Afiemblies of 
the Chriftiaps, as the Jews were wont to 
read the Law and the Prophets in their 
Synagogues. This we do find from 
St. Juftin's Apology, was the practice of JnfHn. 
his time, which was lefs than an hurt- Af$l ^ 
dred years after they were written. So 
that we clearly fee, thefe Writings were 
not kept as Secrets to be divulged as 
the Depofitaries of them thought fit, 
according to the way that the Romans 
had ufed about the SybiBine Oracles; 
but were immediately copied out for the 
ufe of all the Churches, and of as ma- 
riy private Chriftians as could compafe 
the Copying them. The Epifties of the 
Apofties do carry in them Chara&ers 
that lead us very ntar the time in which 
they were written : And by comparing 
thofe of St. Paid with the Books wirt by , 

St Luke, we fee when moft of his Epiftles 
were writ, many of them being before his 
going to Rome : Now thefe Epiftles were 
addrefled to whole Bodies and Churches, 
and they do often appeal to the Life, 
Death, R6furre<9tion and Afcenfion of 
Chrift, as matters which were then well 

known, 
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known, and firmly beKeved by all ChrU 
ftians : From all which I at prefent infer 
no more, but that thefe thing* wer£ 
publiihed in the time, and were knowri 
in many remote Provinces/ foon afte# 
they were tranfaded ; and were not kept 
dofe to be published in feme other Age, 
when it might have been e*fy for bold 
Impoftors. to make any thing pafe with 
a credulous multitude. Now all thfc 
was pubiiflied near the Fountain, and 
was fo foon fpread, that id fieri* tinvS 
we know by Taettu* , that there wertf 
great numbers of them at Rome, whd 
had fallen under a puhlick Odhtm, arid 
on whom Hero, though he had burnt 
Rome himfelf, threw the hatred of that 
Conflagration , and punifhed them with 
the feverity that fuch a Crime, if trv&jt 
pfoved agairfft them, had well deferred. 
In the Goi pels we hate the Relations 6f 
our Saviour's Miracles, of many of \&t 
Tranfedions with the Jeteijb Nation, ftr 
Circumftantiated, moft particularly thfe 
Account" of his Death and Refurrc&iooy 
is given fo minutely, that thtfetofk 
Who ittight have been eafily Matters dr 
the Books in which thefe were contain^ 
edi had it in their power to have oveiS 
thrown the credit of them , m man/ 

Inftances* 
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Inftances* if they had found any feHhoods 
in them. - If they had not fealed the Se- 
pulchre, or asked of Pilate a grant tQ 
watch it; if that Guard had not run 
away in the night > and given out a 
ftory of thfeir having fallen afleep, the 
Jews could have well difproved this, up^ 
on which the whole depended. Now* as 
the Jems were engaged, both out of their 
hatred of bur Saviour and his Dodtrine, 
and to juftify themfelves from the Im- 
putations of having ihed his Blood, and 
that of his Followers ; to have purfued 
this matter fo clofe, as to have convin- 
ced the World of its faHhood ; fo the 
progrek that it made, did alarm them 
too much to make any one imagine 
that they could defpife it. They had 
ft alfo in their power, by the Regifters 
which were in their hands ; andatleaft, 
during Agrippds Reign , they were in fo 
happy and flourifhing a condition , that 
k cannot be laid , that the ill Rate of 
their Affairs took from them either the 
heart or the leifure to look after this. 
All which received a great confirmation 
from St. PauPs ConVerfion , who from 
being one, not only of their Zealots and 
Pharifeeij but of die moft furious Per* 
fecutors of this Religion, was fo ftrange- 

ly 
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ly {track-down, and changed, while a 
company of their own people were 
about him, that he became afterwards 
the moft fuccefsful of all the firft Plan- 
tew of Chriftianity. He did very fre- 
quently appeal to that matter of Fad, 
in which it had been eafy to have taken 
away his Credit, if they could have de- 
nied it. So far then I have gone ;$p 
fhew that this matter was publifhed ear- 
ly, and in the fight of thofe who were 
both moft: concerned, and mofl $$e *q 
have detected any deceit that anight 
have been in it; who did not by any 
, A<$> of which there remains the legft 
print, among either the Writings of tj#r 
own Nation, tir of the other Enei^esAQ 
Chriftianity, attempt to difcredit it- N 
. Had not the Genealogies of Chrift been 
taken exadtly out of the TempJerRegi* 
fters,jthe barefhewingof thenj had&fr^ 
to have confuted the whole ; for if in mf 
one thing, the Regifters of their Ckf^fe 
gies were clear and uncontrpvertedi SjjrjjEk 
thefe proved that they were Ahraf$an?i 
Seed, and fikewife made out their 31$; 
to the Lands, which from tljQ days «f 
Jo/bua were to pafs down, either to igfc 
mediate Descendants, or, as they failed, 
to Collateral Degrees. Now this {hem 

plainly* 
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t>Wf!iy, that there was a double O/Bce 
kept of their Pedigrees, ene was natu- 
ral, and mteht be taken when the Rfclfaf 
of Circulation were made up; and the 
other r^ated to the EHvifion of the 
Land ; in which when the Collateral 
Line came inftead of the Natural, theri 
the laft was dropt, as extin&, and the 
other remained : It being thus plain from' 
tfeeir Conflkution , that they had thefe 
two Orders of Tables, we are not it aft 
concerned in the diverfity of the twoEvaa* 
gelifts on this head,fince both might have 
Copied them out from thofe two Offi&s 
at rae Temple j and if they had not done it 
faithfully, the Jews could, have Authefl* 
tically demonftrated their Error, in efl* 
titling dur Saviour to that received Cha- 
racter of the Metftas, that he was to b6 
the Son of David by a falfe Pedigrfce } 
therefore fince no Exceptions were madd 
in the time, when the fight of the ftoH^ 
muft have ended the Enquiry, it is plairt 
that they were faithfully Copied dtit t 
Nor are we now bound to anfwer fucht 
difficulties as feem to arife out of therit^ 
fitice they were not queftioned in the 
time in which only an Appeal could 
be made to the Publick RegUfters them- 
felves. If then it is yielded, that thofd 



<lDigi >dbyL: 



[Ml Concerning the Truth 

gwblick Actions done la the figbt of otak 
ny Witneffes, pafled, without being 
challenged or difproved in that time, 
hare was a feries of mod wonderful 
things , done by. & man with a t word : 
He calmed Seas and Winds, he fed great 
multitudes out- of a very final! Store, 
which increafed vaftly as it was diftri* 
buted i he cured the mod defperate Di£ 
eafes, fuch as Paifies and Leprotics; He 
gave fight to the Blind/ ftrength to the 
Lame, and hearing to the Deaf; he heal- 
ed many of their Infirmities,* and which 
. was more than all the reft, he railed 
&me that were dead, ta life again : One 
Was indeed but newly dead, but another 
tvas led out to be buried, and a third 
had been four days dead : His own Re*- 
furrediion, Afcenfion, and the wonder- 
ful Effufion of the Holy Ghoft, furpaifed, 
all \ and were the confirming Seals and : 
iT^ftimonies of his whole Do&rine ; and, 
proved that he was fent and authorifd| 
by God. And befides the Miracles whicji. 
were wrought by thofe whom he fent to 
preach his Do&rine, the Gift of Tongites v 
that they had , as it was abfolutely ne-v 
oeflary for the difcharge of their Com--? 
iniffion, of going to teach all Nations & 
fe it was of a nature not to be capably 
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bf an Impofture j fince it was in the 
power of every fingle man to have dtf- 
covered the truth or falfhood j&f it. In 
other Miracles it. may be fuggefted, that 
Witnefles might be fo managed , as to 
carry on the credit of them* true. or 
falfe : But the Apoftles having given 
this out as a part, and a main part of 
their Htftory, we cannot fuppofe but 
that this was true, otherwife the falfe* 
hood of it muft have been discovered, 
and with it the whole- muft have 
funk. . 

If thefe extraordinary things were re* 
ally tradia#ed as they are related* it 
caqnot be pretended that they were the : 
efleds of feme Secrets in Nature, which- 
our Saviour might know : For though. 
the Loadftone may be plaid with fo < 

touch variety , as to amufe a fimple 
man j and though Jugglers by a flight 
of hand feem to do wonders; yet the 
vaft variety* as well as the great ufeful-1; 
nefc of our Saviour's Miracles, fhews he 
Was not limited to a few Secrets, which 
work always one »wiy : Nor were the 
Wonders he did fliews of pomp, that 
tip only amufe j but they were things'of 
fech^ife to Mankind , that it very well 
became one who was fent of God to 
C x prove 
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prove his Miflloh by them : Nor can it 
be feid that Imagination wrought pow- 
erfully, and made people fancy the^ faw 
things that they few not; or that the 
perfuafio'n which fome took up, might 
fo ftrike their Fancy, as really to cure 
their Difeafe $ for though a HypociMK 
driacal perfon may be deceived, efpeci* 
ally in the dark or twilight , yet nam* 
bers of people in full daylight could Aot 
agree in the lame MiftakeS': Spme Ef- 
ftoSte were too iignal to be fo miftaken j 
fuch, as for a man born blind, to be* 
made tt> "fee. "by a word? or for a Storm 
to be calbed with a rebuke : And th© 
in critical Difeafes, fuch' »$ Fevers v 
which' Ue in the fermentations of ti*6 J 
Blood, a ftrbng Conceit may have a r&l 
operatic* } yet Chronical Diftemperp j* 
v and Natural Etefec^ go- not off by FW£ 
cy.'Nc* c#h<it be thotjght that tKfcft 
wonderful Operations 1 could come from 
the afliftanee of an Evil Spirit \ for 
fince our Saviour's Dckftrine - tendted : 
Wholly tti putt down the Kingdom of 
Satan? to deftroy Idolatry and Magiofc' 
a1id : te r reot out all Immorality, an EviP 
spirit could not co-operate to carry ofl ft^> 
good a Defign ; otherwife it had change-d** 
its nature, ana from being bad> muftbi^t 1 - 

- . . grown 
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grown good ; fo that our Saviour's Ail* 
fwer to this Obje&ion was full and 
clear j that // Satan was divided againfi 
himfelfj his kingdom could not ft and: For 
our Saviour's Doftrine being fo totally 
oppofite to him , if he had joined his 
force to give it credit , he muft there- 
by have pulled down his -own King- 
dom. 

$i Biit to give Infidelity its utmoft ad- 
" vantage, we fliall now confider that 
€i which is its laft refuge, and chief 
u ftrength; which is, That in ajl Ages 
*fome men have been fo bold and 
€€ crafty , while the Herd has been fo 
u fimple and credulous, that many Inj- 
<c pofhires have paft upon the World in 
cc fuch different fliapes, that though we 
u cannot difcover the condudfc of them, 
<c yet we are not for that to judge in 
44 favour of them* and therefore though 
u it is not eafy to affign the method 
** how Chriftianity came to be received, 
€i we may ftill have reafon to miftruft the 
€C whole matter. This might be tolerably 
alledged, if there were any one thing in 
our Religion that gave the leaft flja- 
dow to fufpicion : It the Teachers of it 
had pretended either to A»thority , 
Wealth, or Pleafure ; if, on the contrary, 
C 3 the 
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'$$ Concerning the Truth 

the Rules that were laid down in it, did 
OOt ihut out all thefe : For whatfbever 
corrupt men may have brought in iince 
by an after-game, that has no relation to 
tne beginnings and Do&rines of bur" 
Religion, which does dire&ly contra- 
did: them. Sd far were the firft Pub- 
lifters of this from expe&ing advantages^ 
by it, that they knew they were to be 
expofed to much contempt arid hatred^ 
and that by their own Cbuntreymen, in 
which there is a peculiar fting r Theiy 
looked for fevere Perfections, nor were 
• they difappointed ; they endured great 
hardships, by Want and Poverty, by 
Imprifonments , and Cruel Whippitigs k> 
and in conclufion, they loft their Lives 
in the Caufe: And they did fo certain- 
ly reckon for all this, thkt they wartittl 
iPet4.ix. their firft Converts of a fiery trial that 
^Ate was to come upon them, and of i»^ 
H* -\ tribulation through which they inufi enter, 
to the kingdom of heaven. Impoftolns 
jnuft draw on thSir Followers by fpecijr. 
ous Promifes, arid flattering Hopes 5 ami 
it argues a great tertainty of fuccefe;'fc 
fellas art aflurance of the truth of i 
£aufe, when thofe who promote it, '$$ 
' (q far 'from drawing on men by Alh^S* 
inents, till they are oftce ingaged, $s% 
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they warn them early of the dangers 
snd difficulties that are before them : 
With this our Saviour begun, when he 
faid , If any man will come after me, let t&Mattb; 
him deny hmfelf, take up bis crofs daily^ H> % i* 
and become my Jifciple. The fevere Mo- 
rals which accompany this Do&rine, 
and are indeed a main part of it, are 
a very lively character of Integrity : . 
The true Secret of all Corrupt Religions 
is, That they propofe fomewhat to be 
done for the honour of the Deity, by 
which their Votaries may compenfate 
with God , and may buy off their Ob- 
ligations to folic! and true Vertue : But 
.a Religion that proposes a fimple and 
naked Worfhip, with fuch ealy perfor- 
mances in it, that no man can fuppofe, 
the bare doing of them is any way me- 
ritorious j and that propofes thefe, not 
as compenfations , but as helps to real 
Holinefs, and that carries the obligation 
to it, into thefecret recedes of the heart, 
to our very thoughts, words and looks, * 
has nothing of the air or genius of Im- 
pofture in it. 

A Religion that flatters no part of 
Mankind, no not thofe who are in pot 
feflfion of the greateft efteem, has a fur* 
ther Character of truth in it. The Jews 
m w . g ^ valued 
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, valued themfclves upon their being J&rk* 
hams Plenty, and their hiving a Lam 
of many Precepts given thera by God ; 
among 6hem the moft popular were the 
fbarifees, who valued themfclves <Sbkfly 
upon many voluntary Obfervanws, as 
fences and outworks to the Law , which 
fcept them out of danger of dtfobcying; 
Now a great part of the Dodbrine of pur 
Saviour, and his Apo(Hes 9 was dtfigdferi 
to beat them out of thefe, to difd&ver 
the Hypocrify of the ?barifees\ to fliew 
them that all the Gentile Nations were 
now to be fet on the fame level with 
them, and that thenceforth the obligati- 
on and vertup of all their Legal Hats 
formances was at an end. The Apofties 
ftewed as little inclination to gratify pr 
flatter the moft admired part of Hel* 
thenifm, I mean the Philofopbprt , wttt 
delighted in lofty Eloquence , refined 
Subtilty, and fublime Mctaphifiiiki ; 
But nothing of all this appearing amo«g 
fhern, they were defpifcd by the Phik* 
ifophers, who efteemed all Infptratiai* 
Madnefsj and were prepoflefled agaiaft 
toth Miracles and Prophefiefc, as no better 
flian Juggleries.. There was noriii/ig 
|eft to gain, but the Rabble a*d HetJ 
9 yet thefe were not flattered neither 
v v *' " " They 
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They are always ftruck with Pomp and. 
Magnificence, tbey love Sights and 
Shows, and a fplcndid Exterior in Re* 
Kgton, to which both Jews and Gentries 
had been fo much accuftomed, that be* 
fides the difficulty of making them for* 
lake the Religion of their Fathers ', in 
which they had been educated, which 
is always a thing of an ill found, and 
of a bad appearance j tbey were to 
draw them from Pageantry to Simplici- 
ty; and from outward and coftly Shews, 
to a naked, plain way of (Iri&neis and 
parity. In all thefe things it muft be 
confefled, that there is nothing of the 
methods of Impofture : Now to fufpe& 
that any Artifice lies hid, when all ap- 
pearances contradict it, is a very un- 
reasonable piece of jealoufy * and looks 
as if men Were refolved to fufpcot, on* 
ly for Sufpicion's fake. When therefore 
there is pontive proof brought on the one" 
fide, of Miracles publickly done, attefted 
by great numbers of Witnefles, publifhed 
in me fame Age , while great multitudes 
Were yet alive, who were appealed tor, 
and who did fo confirm thefe Boohs > 
that they were read in all the AfiembHes . 
of the Saintsor Chrulians,as the Text and 
Rule of their Belief, as well as of their 
..""..'"■'' Man- 
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Maimers j when, I lay, all this is pr<£ 
ved, and when there appears nothing, 
neither in the Do&rine it felf , nor in 
die management of the Apoftles, and 
their firft Converts, to furnifti us witq 
any colour of apprehending any foul 
dealing, it is an unreafonable thing, flill 
to {land upon the general Argument, of 
- the ppflibility of an Impofture. 

But though it be not neceflary, and 
indeed in many cafes not poflible, to 
prove a Negative, yet this Argument is 
10 full of evidence, that even that may 
be undertaken here. There are four 
things poflible that may be alledgedas 
methods to rapport the polfibily- of a 
deceit, put on the World Jk this matter. 

The ift is, That the Apoftles intentf* 
ed a Deceit, which they contrived and 
managed fuccefsfully. 

The z</ is, That they themfelves were 
deceived, and were made Tools to abaft 
others. '"•'.' 

The 34/ is, That the whole matter 
vent about in Tales and Stories,. till 
by every one's magnifying them, they, 
gaew to be believed without ftrid: ed* 
quiry, and due proof made, ..''.. 

Ami 
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And the qth is, That the Books which 
contain this Do&rine were at firft more 
fparingly writ , but were afterwards in- 
terpolated , many Paflages being put in 
them that had not been in them at firft 
I have never met with, nor can I ima* 
gine«any other Hypotbefis for Infi- 
delity to found upon ; and I am not 
afraid to name all thefe » becaufe I am 
very certain I can demonftrate the 
abfolute Incredibility of every one of 
, them. 

As to the firft, Of the Apo(Hes ha* 
ving contrived and managed this , on 
defign to abufe the World. We fee 
nothing ia them that looks like this ; a 
plain Simplicity and unaffe&ed Honefty 
appears in all their Difcourfes and Ani- 
ons : They were not bred to Literature, 
Eloquence, or Policy; fome one or all 
of which are neceflary for men who 
venture upon fuch Undertakings : And 
therefore Perfons utterly unfurniflied in 
them are little to be fufpecfted. But if 
men be without all thefe helps, at lead 
they muft be naturally fubtile and dex- 
trous, bold and daring: Since Nature-, 
When well moulded , may be capable of 
|breat matters, without the refiningsbf 

V: ■ ■'"'• -th 
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Art; Now the Apofttes, as they were 
all, eicept St. Paul, of Galilee, which 
bred the moft contemptible men of *U 
fudea ; fo they were Ftfnermen by their 
Trade, which. of all the Imployments 
that we know, does naturally fiat the 
Spirits die moft : They are in the Wa« 
ter much, in the night for moft pant, 
and in op«i boats, which expoles them 
to fach Cold and Phlegmatick Air, that 
this mu$ needs dull their Spirits ex- 
ceedingly. But let us fuppofe them to 
be as capable , either of the wickednefs 
of contriving, or 6f the skill in mana- 
ging fuch a Fraud, as profane men can 
fancy ihent to be. I go next to (hew 
that the Supposition is abfurd. Th* 
Refurredion of Chrift was the main 
point upon which all the reft turned. 
I am now to fuppofe what 4hatl after* 
wards be proved, That this matter wettt 
abroad at firft in the fame manner io 
Which we do now read it in the Go- 
spel j and fo in tins' place I am only 
to Ihew that the Relation which W* 
now have, could not be the contri- 
vance of the Apoftles. Our Saviour 
was laid in a new Tomb, not an Aneir 
ent Sepulchre , to which there might 
have been fecret Avenues, that had beea 
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fo long forgot, that they were known 
only to foffle few perfons. This was 
both newly made, and he wen out of a 
Reck : So it might have been well exa- 
mined, and a paflage 'could not be 
wrought into it in a night or twa 
This happened likewife in the begin* 
aing of the Pafchal Solemnity, when it 
Was fuB Moon, which in fo pure an Aif 
gives a very bright light. At that time 
Jerufalem was fo full of people, all the 
Jews coming op to keep the Ftqft, that 
it being then their Summer, (mce we fee 
handfnlls of Corn were to be offered up' 
at tjiat time, as the Firft-fruits of the Years 
growth; we have reafotf to 1 believe, 
fliae great numbers, who could not be 
Conveniently lodged in Jtrufalem^ wertf 
fa fo pleafant a time, and aft fo great a 
Rendezvous, walking in the Fields in 
the night-time. Thefe things cannot 
fee denied : The Apoftles had alfafeen 
that one of their number , of whom 
they had fufpe<Jfced no fitch thing be-f 
fore, had betrayed our Saviour; that 
the fear with which they themfelves 
tyere ft ruck upon his apprebenfton, had 
fiude them all run away , and forfake 
him ; and in particular, that he who 
fiad been on other ocfcafidns^the for- 

warcjeft 
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wardeft of them all, and who had beefr 
warned by pur Saviour of his danger* 
and fo was, by confequence, on his 
guard, and lefe likely to fall, had yets. 
upon a remote apprehenfioa of dan-. 
ger, with repeated Oaths denied that ho 
Knew him. Now he who through feat 
will deny a truth, is much more like , 
upon the fame, or a greater danger , to' 
difcover a fallhood. This being the ftajw . 
of that matter, let us now fee how we 
can poflibly imagine the Apoftles, whef 
knew what eneos fear had fo lately up* 
on themfelves, and who had alio feea 
to What a degree one of them might J» 
corrupted , could fo far triift either, 
themfelves or one another in fudta? 
matter, in Which they had reafon.to 
believe, that the Jews, who had goM 
(b far with their Mailer, would lpar$ 
neither arts nor violence to. fetch ou% 
. the Secret: Befides, that to venture 00 . 
an Impofture, which goes fo much,** 
gainft Human Nature, and whkh na* 
turally. ftrikes men with fears .and jefft 
loufies, men muft be long pra&ifed tbj 
boldnels, and mull: have made fuch «$• 
fays upon themfelves, and upon one and* ■« 
ther, as to think they are fecure of a» 
that are in the Confidence. But let u* 
■■•■■■;■* pa4 
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pafe over ail this , and then fee bow 
the matter, when refolved on, could 
have been managed: Either they were 
to ileal away the Body of Chrift , or to 
leave it in the Sepulchre. If they had 
left it, all mud have broke out imme* 
dittely ; the bare expofing the Body 
mult have confuted all that they could 
have feid ; fo it muft be fuppofed that 
they carried it away : Now how this 
could be done when a Watch was fet, 
when the Moon fhone bright, and fuch 
numbers of men were wandring about 
in every corner, is not eafy to be ima- 
gined. Some perfons to a considerable 
number muft be imployfed, if it had 
bg?n to be carried to any diflance, 
and' they could not think themfelves 
fife if it had been laid near the place 
okthe Sepulchre : Some trace or print 
ixmft have remained, if they had broke 
gamnd ; which they muft have expe- 
ded would have been looked for; and 
being found out, would have difcovered 
all i not to mention the natural horror 
that all men have, at the handling dead 
BidieSi even in what is neceflary for their 
hmal, tut moft of all Jews, who by 
their Law became defiled to a high de- 
gree by it. But foppofe the dead Body 

• fo 
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fo difpefed of, that /they appuohenAd 
to hear fid more news of it, how is. it 
to be imagined, that thole frequent Ap« 
paritions of our Saviour's, particularly 
that in Qalilte, to Five hundred* at once^ 
which is appealed to, while many of the 
were yet alive, could have been mat 
Here then, we have firft twelve Wii 
(es, againft whom no juft exception Jies, 
even to feed Sufpicion, who anSrat * 
matter of fad, and call in many others 
as their Vouchees to fupport their T*« 
ftfmony : They ftand to it to the lit, 
thb they fatferednrach for it, and cotdLd 
not poffibly gain any thing by it * afl£ 
yet are fuppofed by Infidels to conwivtr 
a/id Hick to a Forgery, merely .to pep* 
fuade the World to Vertue and JPiiritf, 
and to; Sincerity and Truth j whOT 
they begin with a train of felflwtf 
and deceit , without any other tfitftyfe* 
Bait but their love to their dead; Mtfkfy 
that they might magnify htm, and gi»* 
him a lading name, and wipe ofl^lfc 1 
reproach of his infamous Death, - by tfcfe 
bok^ Contrivance of theirs. A matf dflft 
Can fuppofe all this to be peffibjey ■&$ 
ftppofe any thing 5 and (hews th*t ; ^W- 
has no regards, fo much as to tlkeMfllk 
fours . of Truth , Uk will advanip' ««*■ 
■.!.-. thing* 
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thing, rather than be beaten out of his 
Infidelity. 

But to follow this matter more home ; 
apart, and a great one, of the Hiftory 
of theGofpel, is, That ten days after our* 
Saviour . alcended up into Heaven , in 
the fight of his Apoftles , which with 
Infidels will pafs for a part of the contri- 
vance, they received fuch extraordinary 
Illapfes and Powers from Heaven, in con- 
sequence to the Protiufes that our Sa yiour 
had made them, that they were entk 
bled to work Miracles, and to fptak with 
divers Tongues : and the. fjrft effay of 
this appeared at the next Feftival ot thtf 
J&vs, in which Jerufatem was again fi!led f ; 
not only with all the $ew$a( Judea, but 
alfo % with thofe of the difperfion, who' 
from all Quarters were come up at Pen- 
tecoft from the Eaft,as far as from* Perfia 
and Media, from the Wiefftf, as far as froW 
Rome and £Jiia 9 from the South, as far 
is from Arabia, and from the North, as : 
far as from Partbia, and many Provinces' 
of Afia the Left, and from feveral Iflands, r 
as well as from the Continent. Here 
was an aftortifhing thitig, to fee unletter- 
ed men, aH of the fudden* break out in 
fpeaking of Languages, in which they' ;^ 
had no fort of Education or Prtuftice: > / 
' .. - D FeVere.. 
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Ifejrers, or Efubufmfticgl Hsa« may iar- 
flame men fo far, as to make them fpealfl 
thofe Laiiguages -which they under jftsnd, 
tho' they are not otherwtfe ready at 
them; for the Prints being already to 
tjieir Brains, a ftrong exaltatioq of their 
Spirits, may fetch thofe out much bet- 
ter than they themfelvos- in a cooler and 
more fedate flate could jhave done* 
but where there are nft previous In* 
prsffiqns, bo- heat whatsoever can fetch 
out $hat which js not within : . Now as thil 
was the moft oectfTary of all other thing* 
tpqnalifie men to execute their Com* 
oniifion , of ;■ gpiBg to **«& *# Nati<m t 
irt which they muft have m$Ue a very 
Aqw progrefs, if they rouft have_ learn- 
ed the Language of every Countrej\t0/, 
which they were to go ; fo it was the 
mpft fignal of all others, and as wm 
. formerly hinted at, was that which tnu% 
have been presently docaverjd if it bad 
Rom. 1 j. not been notorioyfly and unqaeftionabl* 
5*0,* I4 . true. With thefe Powers* and thote 
sCor. »! Languages, j, the Apoftles went every* 
*&i where; and prornifed to confer the Jib* 
Itm gifts on thofe that fliouW receive axA 
>• y. believe their Gofpel : And in the Epiftle* 
iTKm. vel^ich they W"t afterwards to the# 
H*a, 4 . Churches, even when their Authority 
• was 
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was called in queftion , they appealed, 
to thegffts of the Holy Ghoft confefr^ 
by their means; fo that either thcfe. things 
were notorioufly true , or they mult 
have been defpifed as the mqit aflu- 
ming and impudent of all Jmpoftors : 
Thde were thfeir Credentials that pro* 
cured them a hearing; and as men 
were Jifpofed to eternal Life , fo they 
received and entertained their Me£ 
ftge: Thus we have feen by a great Va- 
riety of Confideratioos which this mat* 
• ter prefents to us, that not only there 
is no colour of Reafon, to incline i 
man to think that the Apoftles defigned 
tt> impofe upon the World, but thaf there 
k all poflible Reafon to the contrary, t<> 
perfuade us, that they were, in no re- 
lpeft capable of proving any fuch 
tiling, nor of ,effe&ing it if they had 
intended it. 

The zd. Suppofitiqp of Infidelity is, 
That they themfelves might have been 
deceived by two or three designing 
perfons, who might have impofed upon 
fcern: that in the twilight a trou- 
bled fancy might be made imagine, that 
ftej.faw thrift; which being affirmed 
by thofe # who were on the tecret, the 
reft rriight fo far comply wkh thofc who 
Di faid 
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faid they faw him, as either -to ima- 
gine it, or at leaft to yield to the reft, 
|o as to fay, that they faw him ; fbrfo 
conceits do fometimes fpread, and whole 
crouds fancy they fee, or hear things, 
being faced down by the boldnefs of a 
Few impudent perfpns.j and this being 
once fet about, the fame Artifices might 
prevail again and again, upon the fame 
weaknefles. This might look tolerably 
if there were no more to be faid for the 
Refurre&ion of Chrift than one or two 
tranfient views ; but continued difcour- 
fes, the reaching his Hands and -Side to 
be felt to; ChriftY Appearance to num- 
bers in foil day-light, with all the Series 
of what pafled between him and his 
Difciplesj and finally, his bleffing them, 
and being parted from them, and afceo* 
ding up to Heaven; but above all, the 
wonderful Pentecoft that followed it^ 
the fbrange Effufion of the HolyGhoft, 
•and the extraordinary Gifts that were 
then given, were things in which it was 
not poflible for men to be deceived* $& 
that the Apoftles did either certainty 
know that all thofe things which tbey 
attefted were true, or that*they werfc 
falfej there can be no mean in themafc 
ter; and indeed this objection isfo flight, 
^ that 
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that it fcarce deferved to be considered. 
The 3/ pretence is more fpecious 1 
That the Hiftory of the Gofpel pafled 
eafily upon the World, without due 
Examination, that it appears both by: 
feme hints that are in the New Tefta- 
ntenty and feveral parages in *Jofepbus y 
that the Jews were at that time very 
credulous, and were apt to follow every , 
Pretender : they were broken into fe- 
veral Se&$> and under great Diftra&i- 
ons and Oppreifions, which prepare men 
to hearken after Novelties : fo that ^reat# 
numbers might run in upon Rumours, 
and they being once engaged, they mighr 
reckon, that in honour they could nor 
go of£ aftd would flick to it even to the 
hazard of their Lives, So we fee fome 
Knthufiafts and Sectaries in all Ages, 
have courted Martyrdom, and endured 
great Mifery wkh a triumphant Firmnefs. 
But toanfwer all this^a great difference is" 
to be made between points of Speculation, 
and matters of Fad; in the former, men 
drink id perfuafions,and then they groW 
to be fo full of them,efpecially when acon- 
ceit of their own underftanding is twitted 
with them,fi> that they think It anAffront 
to their own Reafon, at leaft a detrading ' 
from its reputation, to confefe fo publickly 
D 3 'that 
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tnafcthay *ee© mtffefcen j bjtf in.matief* 
of Fad: the thing is quite tetherwife, 
there arte to be .ftri&ly- efl(J«i!«d< into, 
anda :n»n'» bdfcviflg them, imports 
no* more, but that he h%d .* good Opi- 
nion, of thofe that informed ram*, norifl 
it any reproach? Cp bcLtoo eafy in this* 

' it rather argues a: man to he^andid and 
gpod in. himfelf, wjiieh makes him to* 

' apt to- think weJl of «thers, and to b*- 
liefee ytbem : and Jiosr firm, foever mot 
rnay ; be to Opinions, when they hare 
caoe approved them themfelv^, fothat 
Self Love works fecretly, yet. they am 
flill ready to re-examine matters of Faj&v 
when, their firtt Informations are atlkd 
in qaeftjon 5 efpeetaJly if they* are 4ifce; 
to fafler confideraUy for owning aoqt 
cfpoufing them. It is very true, that 
the J<?iw had ib genera) art expedition 
of • a Mcflias agouti this time, that they 
> were apt to run.a^er every Pretender 
yet they were as apt to fotiake him. 
wheia their hopes failed them* fint alt 
their expirations run in. fo different * 
Channel * front what they ; faw in our 
8*y1owy that how much foever their 
Curjofity might ha** prompted them 

• pnpefamn to him* their ■pttjodicesi drew 
tfe&mfp itoringty (mm bko, t^uotfewig 
• -*<•»' ' . ? *'■• but- 
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but mighty and unamwerable Evidence . 
could make them fhll adhere- to him. 
They had *groaned long, under the Sla- 
very of a Woody Tyrant, they hated 
HervJ and has Family j they could not . 
bear the Roma* Yohe, that was coming 
ewer ehem. They fended a Mefiias 
fhould come, in whom the Cfraraclers 
of a J&fa tod a David fliould meet* 
fbat heihould raife the Honour df .their 
&athi$i andeftabiifti the Gbfervances.*f 
their Lam. There were three things , 
in oar Sa\Ho*r and his Dodxine,/ ->any 
one of which was &fEeiertt to dilguft 
than/ iy?. His mean ahd bumble Apbear- 
•anee$ whereas they -looked far a glori- 
ous Gonouerour and a magnificent Prince. 
When he made nothing of paying #i- v 
hut* i* Cmfxr^ and defia&cr the offers df 
tCrown^ they <xnild<riot bot defbife 
him for it, according to their' Notions. 
■ily. His feeming to'iet al ow value on the 
ObfervaMCes of the Law,Tand -his ©ifei- 
ples fttfiing xbvQentik $ at liberty from . 
them, Was of all things that whicH ap- 
peared to~ them the mbft odious and 
impious* they were fo aecuftomed to a 
Revereflce:1bf thofe >Rfce$, that no fort 
of Immorality could ftrike them, fo 
much (ft a -cold nefs in them, andtlrefle- 
. ;'•' D 4 fore 
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fort they could not bear fome Liberties 
. which otir Saviour or his Difciples took 
ou the Sabbath (day, even tho* thofc 
: cootd have well been reconciled to the 
Letter of the Law * and $ty. befides the 
common fondnefs that all men have for 
. thfeif Countrey, they had fo particular a 
:value for their own, for Abrahams cfc 
ttumiftd Ptftetoty, andfuch a contempt 
for all the Heatheb Nations* wiio wore 
no better than Dogs in their efteera $ 
that the many broad hints that appeared 
m our Saviours Parables and Difcourjfes 
in fevour of the Gentiles, and the open 
declaration which the Apoftles foon 
after made, ci bKnging them into an 
cqnafity of Dignity and Priviledgcs with 
themfelves, was fuch a Hone of fum- 
bling to every natural feu>> that nothing 
befides a full and uocontefted Evidence 
could have ballanqed it : therefore the 
it may be corifeflijd that the Circuiti* 
dances the Jews were in, made, tbent 
/ icafy to be pradifed upoq, and to ran* 
• as dtpn as any faid, fee here is the M$> 
\fiasf or^tbert he. u; yet their Prejudices 
iarfcd ialfe Notions were fo rooted id 
them* that as .a great niaiw^i them 
<JeftMHtr Saviour^ and fell ©ft from his 
Apfcftks, wiien -they underAopd the 
•**.•• « • " Tendencies 
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Tendencies of his Db&rine; fo thofe 
that ftnek to him, were without doijbt fo 
far fliaken by thofe prejudices, that they 
made them examine all things the more 
critically , and particularly look into 
thofe wonderful matters of Fad that 
were believed among thein 5 fo that 
how etfy foever their firift Credulity 
•might have been , they muft have re- 
conftder'd the matter more narrowly 
before they pould overcome Principles 
and Notions that were fo deeply rooted 
in them. Men are not eafily carried 
to forf^ke their Friends and Families, 
to draw upon tbeip the Hatred and 
Curfes of their Countreymen. Thefe 
things hiaye a Charm, and Authority in 
them, which few can wkhftand 3, but 
when it reded not there, but went on to 
all forts of OotrageSfto the fpoiling their 
Goods , the imprifoniag their Perfojis, 
to cruel Whippings , to the beheading 
feme, *ad t the Honing others^ when tjb#. 
Fwy &&v & genpral, that even devout 
and bonturahk Wmen in contradiftion 
t& the Gentlenefc and Decencies of their 
Sey, went 10 to it j th?h at leall^ it is 
reafooabJe to fupppfe, ; that they made 
all fpfl^We enquiries into th§ jpatters 
of fad.,. J dp ag^QMf ledge that th§ 

Martyrdoms 
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Martyrdoms in the Vucceeding Ages, 
are no concluding-proof in the" behalf 
of our Religion's but in the firft Age, 
in whkh the <juefttori Was, . Whet&t 
fach things were feen, and heard or not j 
mens iuffering fomiich for their pet* 
foafions, Ihews this at lealt, that they were 
fo perfuaded. Therefore when this was 
the point, Whether they had feed or 
heard fiich or fueh things? their adhe» 
ring firmly to it, mewed that they && 
fb beifcve. 

The cafe was yet more amazing Willi 
relation to the Gentiles* who were ge* 
nerally given up to a fenfual as Well 
as to a fenfibie Religion .that Was Ov«r» 
tun With Idolatry andTViagiefc; #ho 
. were not acquainted with the •Prophfr- 
ties that were among the Jnw, ancfde- 
fpifcdthem asameanand afaftiousNtf- 
tion, that had an ilkwtur'd Rdigiens 
fo that they had net mat mtpofitidA a- 
mong them, which awaken\l tte€«t» 
ofity of the fas* They had feeettlft 
accuftomed to grofc and lewd Fabfcsci&fr 
, ceming their godi, "■■ that it was this 
moulding them ahdwf to talk of Ode 
IhvffiWeDeity v and ofa Spiriroal Wbirfetoi 
or a fevere Morality, efccialiy in Hm6 
Particulars, inch » the reftriint of Af- 
„•* '■•-'-'■ ■ "' ■ ■ petite, 
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petite, or the loving an Enemy. Add 
to all this, tint the Heathen Priefts were 
fowl aware, that this Do&rine would 
have very ill efk&s upon their Profits 
and Authority ) therefore they anima* 
tcd the World into a moft implacable 
Hatred of them, which broke out footi 
into moft violent Perfecutions : and as 
the Governors of the Provinces add 
ftbajtern Magistrates Were willing <s 
ifough to gratify the People in their Fu- 
ry, fo the Emperors tbemfelves were 
fooo fct on againft them. The reft- 
Jefs Tempers of the fmt at tbaf time 
had fo provoked them , that it was 
crime enough for the Chriftians to be 
comtder'dasaSedt of the^iw* and fo . 
carded were they in &ww, of enqui* 
ring exactly into thofe Matters, that 
we find by Suetmw, that they believed s«t»nJi» 
thatGhfift had let on the Jews' to a ll aaudw ' 
tbetr Seditions , by which they moft 
have been enfkmed fo much the more 
egtkift the: Chriftians ; and if fuch a 
JMotifter as fteto wa« rightly informed • 
of the exadnefe of their Morals, thatTadean. 
muft have raarpned him fo much the "^ ,J - 
more againft them. There Was in his 
time a vaft multitude^of them at ftme % 
the mm&t . of k& concerning Chiriflfr 

being 
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beidg put to Death in Tiberius[s Reign 
hy Pontius Pilate % Procurator at Judea^ 
was fa well known, that it was put in 
the Annuls of that time* and the Chri- 
flians appealed to the Publick Regifters 
for many other Particulars relating to it 
No wonder if the Singularity of their 
Do&rinei and the Stri&nels of their 
Lives, draw -a general Hatred upon them* 
tfer* laid hold on this, and he having 

- once failned the burning ,of Rfime upon 

' them, was obliged to follow that with 

a feyerity proportioa'd to theheaviqefs 

of the Imputation. Upon all theft Ac- 

; counts we fee how little the Gentiles 

were dtfpofed to hearken to our Saviour's 

t Do#rine> or, to the Teftimony of his 

9 Apoftles ; and a$ for the few Philofo- : 

phers that were among them, as they 

r ;.' were more likely to Iook into the Proof?. 

• that were offer'd, or the Evidence time 

was given, with an inquifitiveStrid:ne($^9 

tbey were as ftrongly prejudice again ft it, 

as either their Pride or their Principles 

•could, .-onto them j ; they were haughty 

.r-r \ and fco.rnful men, they defpifed thgvuK 
gar as a contemptible Herd, aqd under- 
valued. all that were not formed ifttp, 
their Notions, and accuftomedta^their, 
Cant, They had fuch ; a high^ppjtnipii 
>; I • or 
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of their own Underftandings and their 
Theories^ that they were poflefled a- 
gainft Infpiration, Miracles and Prophe- 
cy ; they could not digeft Myfteries, 
nor hear any thing that feem'd to rife 
above a Man's Undemanding: nor could , 
they endure a Do&rine^that took in all 
forts of people within it s reckoning, ^ 
that only men of a peculiar frame of ^ 
Mind; and of a Angular Education, were ^ 
capable of true Philofophy; and they were 
merr that ftudied both to be popular and 
fafe : fo that howfoever Socrates had 
expofed himfelf to the fory of the A- 
themmSy by contradicting the received 
Opinions concerning the Divinity s yti 
all the later Pretenders had avoided his 
fate, by complying with received Opi- 
nions and Pra&ifes. So that upon all 
thefe accounts we fee, that all forts of 
people were at the beginnings of Chri- 
flianity fo ftron^ly prejudiced againft 
many things in it, that nothing but a 
very extraordinary Evidence could have • 
overcome it ; nothing Ids than the dc~ 
monftration of thtSfirit y that is of the * ****** 
Infpiration that did a&uate them, which 
was given with power in mighty Signs 
*nd Wonders, could have overcome it. 
It was to this that they always appeal* 

ed, 
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ed^ and this oiriy could cooqaer fuch 

mighty Prejudices.- When the love of 

this world, together with the fears *of 

fufler^g, made many fall back, chiefly 

to Jitdaiftn, we do not find that tjicy 

futniihM the Enemies of this Religion 

with any thing to cb$e& to it, or detrad 

from it's tho* Apoftates, who tq juftific 

their oata change, and to beat off tfe* 

Reproaches of thofc whom they forfafce, 

areofcfcry'd to have a peculiar ihar^v 

n$6 againft thofe of whofc Se«a they 

paps were. They may be apt to forgt 

^ ; ufljuft Sbnders and Calumnies, boat a« 

not liketo fuppre6 any fcandalous Troth 

; that they can fuggeft againft tfa*n:artd 

yet we find no Prints of any fach things 

; aUedgedJty any 'of thftii j If there had 

rV * . been either Delufion, Impo/tweorMflf* 

- gick • in thofe great Pcrfonmned^ 

v thofe Apoftatcs could have dtfcckmM 

all fuch Secrets * fome having fatten ^ 

way that -had been pmaktrtltf % tbelity\ 

iHA+slGfajfi, mi of the Vomers of tie mrtjf tf 

cme; that is of the Bifpeefation of dtt' 

MitUb. SfcffiasL We fee by fimfs EpH&eiKW* 

io.Ep.97. 4»riyChnftiansty had fptead it felf overtht 

Nordiern parts, of Ajia the Lefet,&* 

Kugnotoniy their Townsand Cities^Ut 

eveortfacir ViliagesandWaiwiet^to^^' 

• degree 
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degree, that the Temples of the gods 
were forfaken ; and no more Sacrifices 
Were offered at their Altars : He adds, 
that many ted of their own accord re* 
tura'd back from that Religion, before 
be had begun to profecutc them ; fonw 
three years before, others more, and 
..one*. five and twenty years before that 
time : Which is a good Cha r after , to fhew 
its haw early Chrittnnity bad been fpread 
io thofe parts j he adds, that an Incredi- 
ble Multitude was informed againft , 
and that hisfeverity had brought back a 
great many; by thefe he might have beta 
well informed concerning therru He 
adds, *that fitute he faw inch numbers in 
danger of foUing under the feverity of 
the Imperial Edi&s , he had tortured 
two of their Deacmeffes^ that he might 
draw from them all the fecrets that were 
airtongft them: b^t he found nothing, 
only an inflexible avcrfion to the Wor- 
flspof the gods, and the Genius of the 
Emperor: and that they met and Sung 
Hymns to Chrift as a God, and were 
tied by Vows not to commit Adultery, 
nor to Steal, or deceive, or commit o- 
ther Crimes; and that their Feafls were 
innocent and harmkfs . 9 This happening 
not above Seventy years after onr$a- 

viour's 
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viourV death , fhews ijs how fafe. this 
Dodrine did fpread, and what Vaft 
numbers had thai embraced;it *> and 
yet thefe being all bom arid hired with 
inch prejudice? againft it, cannot be fop- 
pofed to have received it too rafWy, or to 
have believed it implicitly. 

The laft fuppofition of Infidelity , yet 
remains to be copfider'd, which is/ That 
*fomething muft be yielded to have been 

* published and received concerning this 
4 Religion, foon after its firft appearance 3 

* bat that in process of time the Boob 
€ might have been Interpolated, after all 
4 the Eye- witnefles weredead, and rmtiy 

* Additions of great Importance might 

* have been clapt in afterwards, * And 
this indeed is the pkufiblcft part, of 
their whole Plea ; for if they yield thafr 
the Books which we now have, weft 
given out in the fame mariner as we have 
them, and that they were receiv'd inthff 
Age in which many Eye-witnefles wefl* 
aUve to vouch them , then all that catf 
be cavilled at , after this is once yi<;ldec^ 
is fo poor and flight, that it only flie«tf 
the incurable obftioacy of thofe who 
maintain it. This laft has more coloap 
there were many Gofpels given ou.fi* • 
firft, asSt. lake informs m f fomefaUa 

' . Gofpel* 
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Gofpels there Wfcre ; and there was a 
confiderable diversity among fome 
Copies $ parcels were in fome, that were 
left out ia others : and it could fcarce 
be otherwife, while many were Writing 
what they thenifelves knew and faw, 
and others might Copy thefe too haftily, 
and uncorre&ly ; Yet within a hundred 
years after our Saviour's Death, we find 
this matter was fo fettled, that we fee 
thefe Books were cited by Juftin, and 
Irenaus , not to mention the Epiitles of 
Clemens, Ignatius and Policarp ; and from, 
them downward,in a continued focceflion 
of Writers, and they were fuch as we now 
.have them* I except only fuch fmall vartar 
tions, as might be the miftakes and errours 
of Copiers ; ; all jvhich when put together, 
amount to nothing that is of any Im* 
portance to .the matters of our belief 
of the Rule of our Life. .Now, when we . 
confider how near S. John lived to that 
time, and that Irenaus was inftrud;ed 
by . pQlicarp , . who was ordained by St. 
John> . and lived not far from him, when 
we fee what weight Irenaus lays 09 
the Scriptures , in opposition to all Ord 
tradition^ and how pofitively he makes 
his appeals to them; when we fee how 
ibon after that time, bo|h the Greek and ' 
' . E Latin y 
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1 Lath, t&tRo»taHmdJffric<mC\wiches, 
ttwfe of Syria, and Mgypt, do alf agree 
*o cite the feme Books, in the iame 
words, orwith mconfidewdbievartoions, 
f we have all f eafcn to conclude, that this 
.great point of the Books was fctled 
much fooner : fince by the end of a 
hundred years they were in all Peoples 
hands, and were read in all the Aflan- 
blies of Chriftians ; they were alfc read 
by their Enemies, trypho in particular, as 
Jufii* informs us^ wejfee alfo foon after 

' • ■ . this, that Cdfus had read themv a« 
indeed, it is plain from aH the Chriftiaa 
Writers. in thofe Ages, that die Boots 
x£ the N. Teftament were in aft mens 
■hands ; they quote them fo often in 
their Apologies, and other Books, *& 
Writings that were generally read 
And known : fuch a fpreading of Books, 

. . and mukiplying of Copies, was*a w<*k 
of time when all was to be writ out; 
and this was fo near ' the Fountains 
•that we have all reafon to. believe that 
the Originals atleaft of St. Tdufs Epiftte 
to the Churches, were ftill preferved : 
«nd tho an Oral Tradition of a DoEkWti 
ifeven for fo fhort a period, is fo doubt* 
ful a conveyance, that it were not eafy 
"' to think, that it might not haveeJito' 
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gcd t Httle beyond the troth* yet * 
Tradition of feme Book? could hardly 
in fo very fliptt a time hive been varied^ 
or altered, chiefly m fo important a 
point , . as the Re&rre&ion of Cbr ift 5 
which was the main Article of their be* 
lief, and that which runs as a Thread 
through ail the Sermons and Epiftles of 
the Apoftles: and indeed, this being 
once yiefcied, fettles all the reft with it: 
Therefore fince we have fuch a. Copious 
concurrence of Authors that cite thole 
Books alba-long, from that time down* 
wards , bcfides the Epiftles of thofe 
Apoftolical Men, S. Clement \ S. Ignatius 
and S. Poticarf, the firftf having writ 
in that very time , probably before tiw 
tefkucStian of JerufeUtrn, and the other 
two foon after it ; in which feveral of tte 
BiOoks bf the N. Teftament are cieed f 
as Writings then well known, and iirall 
Wensiiands: we muft from all this firmly 
conclude, that the Books, as we now 
have them, are not altered from the 
form jn which they were at firft 
Iwit. 

They w6re quickly Copied . out foir. 

the ufe of the Churches: they we« - . 

nald at the AflemWies of the Chriflaans; 

they were Tranflated into the vulgar 

• E 4 Tongues* 
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Tdrigues , particularly the Latin and 
Syriacky very early ; fo that they be- 
coming fo Toon publick 9 And getting 
into fo many hands/ it was not poflibie 
for atiy one, who might have had the 
wickednefs to have attempted the cor- 
kupting them, to have compafled it a£ 
terwards. And what noife foever the 
Enemies of our Faith may make of the 
various readings, and how much foever 
the bulk of them, as they are added 
to the* Polyglot Bible, may at firft 
view {hike the eye ; yet when all thefe 
are examined, they amount not to any 
one variation in any Article of our 
Faith, and they appear fo plainly to be 
the flips of the Writers, that this can 
never fhake any man who will be at 
the pains to fearch it to the bottom* So 
that I have now gone round all the 
fuppofitions of Infidelity ; and have, I 
hope, clearly evinced, that there is not 
any one of them which is in any fort 
credible or even poffible. 

I will in conclufion cpniidef ibiiie 
few of their "Objections, indeed all that 
I have ever met with, which feem to 
have any force ,v c Sortie cannot imaging 
€ why our Saviour, after his Refurredi* 

*on, lhewed himfelf only to a few, W<! 

* did 
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' did not come in next day to the Temple^ 

* and ifaew himfelf to that vaft Aflembly, 
/ which was then to be there; fince that 

* mud for ever have put an end to all 

* doubting , and -have filenced all his 

* Enemies. This were a very reafopable 
Obje&ion, if Gods ways were as our ways : 
our warm tempers that boil with referit- 
menr , and that purfue eagerly our own 
Vindication , would have . no doubt 
wrought this way; but if we go to 
ask an account of all God's works or 
ways, we ihall find them very different 
from our own Notions. A great part 
of his Creation ieems ufelete to us : . 
much of it feems defedive, as well as 
another part feems fuperfluoufly redun- 
dant to us: there are many very unac- 
countable things, both in the ftru#ure 
of our bodies, and the temper of our 
minds; and if we will quarrel with every 
thing that does not fait our own No- 
tions , we will be very uneafy in our 
thoughts. There are fomeiins, for which 
God gives over. all further dealing with 
perfons and Nations , and upon which ' 
he delivers them up to their own Repro- 
bate minds : and when he has ufedfaeh 
fufficiqnt means, as might well ferve to 
convince and reform them, he lets them 

E 3 alon« 
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albne, and leaves them tptlieir vmn beam 
Ixffs : Thofe who had ften fo many of 
our Saviours Miracles , which inftead 
of having a good efled: on them, did 
only fcrve to harden them the more in 
their oppofition to him, did well defervfi 
that God* fhould fuffer them to harden 
themfelves -{till more and more : 4tnd it 
was enough that Chrift (hewed himfelfib 
ofteii to fuch a competent number of 
unexceptionable Witnefles, and give 
them foil powers to prove their Tefti* 
mony concerning him, by working fach 
' Mirajcles ps he himfelf had wrought, 
Why he did it in this way, afid in m 
other, is among the fecrets of his Coo&» 
cils > which are to us unfearchttrfe. 
When our Souls become more perfeft, 
our Capacities and Faculties more enlar* 
-ged, and our thoughts more exalted, 
th?n we may ceme to underftand the 
ireafon of th fe things more perfedly 
than it is pofiible for us to do in the 
tteptefled and darkned date. One thing 
*fter : all we may. gather from our Sa- 
• ;Vi<mrs words, who haspron#*iaced them 
hkffcd tobabave net fien i and jet have fa* 
fav&Jh and froin the value that in many 
places of the N. Teftament is fet oft 
^A^tm M^/w^ that God did not 
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intend to give the world fueh an unde- 
niable. Evidence, as that it Jhould be 
ant 'of their power to dif?believe : for 
to believe either fuch things as our fenfes 
do plainly perceive , or to believe 
Mathematical Truths, is that to which 
our Nature conftrains us, and for which 
we can defer ve no fort of commendation* 
Therefore to make our faith to be both 
well grounded, and alfo higly acceptably 
co God \ it js enough that there . are iuf* 
fictentReafons offered to us, toperfuaoY 
our belief, «nd that there isnogooo 1 " 
reafoo to the contrary , tho' we may 
ilart fallibilities of imaginary reafoqs 
againft <k i and a man who is fo far 
convioccd by thofe, that he is frqjn 
thenced^ermin'd^o believe all the other 

. parts of that Revelation, both the Pkk 
nufos and the Precepts of it; lb that he 

. gives hirofelf up to «s conduct in the . 
whole courfe of his. Life, in the auured 

" expectation of the Promifes itfets before 
Hoi ; has fttch a Faith, that rriuft certainly 
he of great value in the fight of Qod 5 
-becaufc it has a gveat effect on the be- 
Jiever himfejf. There is beauty enough 
in .the Rules of our Religion, to obljge 
every man to .gamine well the Autho- . 
jaty upon which it reflts, and to IjW 
E 4 that 
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that will fet 'his thoughts a working 
upon it, this Authority will fooh ap* 
pear ftrong enough to determine his a£ 
feht: and when that has its due ope* 
ration upon him, then his Faith has had 
its full effecft. S6 that it is no dull, 
nor lazy or implicite Faith on which 
the New Teftameni fets fo high a value; 
jit is a Faith that purifies the hearty that 
mrketh by Uve> that makes us uewCre* 
; . . turef , and engages us fo keep the Com 
tfiandmentsof Giid: fo that this objedioji 
has no other force in it but this , that 
God's ways are a great depth, and to. 
us are paft finding out. 
. c A fecond Obje&ion is, That if our 

* Saviour and his Apoftks gave fuch 

* Proofs of their Miffion, how is it to 
\ be imagined, that any man could be 

* fo pbftinate, as to ftand it out againft 
• • fo fall a Convidtion ? Thefe things 

f were probably enquired into at that 
f time, by men of all fides v Curiofity 

* might work on fome,and Fear on others: 
. * and thofe wha had drawn the Guilt of 

4 his Blood upon them, were moft particui- 

* larly concer n'd to examine the matter 
# * carefully. Since Blood is apt* to raife a 

1 glamour within, which is not eafify 
f fjleneed i belides, according to the Am 
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f tf tie Apoftles , the Jews, * and even . 

* their Sanhtdrin^ feem to have been 

* (truck with the Reports of his Refur- 
f re#ion, fo that they knew not how 

* togainfay it, and were concerned only . 

* to ftifle and fifence it Now.it fcems 

* fomewhat unaccountable how it came 
c that they ftill ftood out , and were 
f .not overcome with all that Evidence, 

* if it was fo foU as we do now repre- 
4 lent it? But in anfwer to this, it is 
to be confidered , that there is a per- 
verfhefs and depravedneft in humane 
nature that cannot be accounted for. 
To fome of the Enemies of our Religi- 
on, I mean jthe Jews, * this can be no . 
objection, fince Fbarutfs hardning him- 
fell againft all Afafess Miracles apd Mef- 
figes , and even the murmjurings of their 
Forefathers the Israelites, in the Wil- 
dernefs, are every whit as extraordinary 
Inftances of the depravation of humane 
nature, as thefe we now confider were : 
bot ihdeed we need not go fo far to 
feek for amazing Characters and Inftances 

.of the madnefi of mankind : no Laws, no 
Rewards, noPunilbments,no Experience 
nor Obfervation can make men wife or 
good. When men are once engaged in 
Ul cpurfcs, they quickly contra^ habits, • 

and 
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. and are foon hardned in them; and 
when Pride and Intereft ate got on the 
. .fide of that, which of it felf wasftrong 
enough to overcome them, then they 
become imra&abie and fierce aguoft 
every opposition, and become really t be 
worie, the more they are purfbed and 
dealt with. 

* Another objection is, Why do not 
' fotneof thofeMkades that feem to have 

* been wit ha fort of prdfi^on thrown out 
' atandahtly-at firft* now appear to ca*. 
'vifloetheWotld? for tbefc would certain. 

* ly have a great t&Gb ? What wasiatd to 
the firft objection , belongs in a gfl&t 
meafure to thi& We ate- not td ask 
of God an accoont of his ways, if he has 
kid enough before us for onr cooyidion ,• 
nod if that is rejected by us, we have 
no reafon to expect that he fhouJd & 
fturb the order that he has fettled ifl 
tfceCfceatren, togtatify eurmuBinui It 
wereuot fcrtabte to that otder that he 
4fes *> wife|y and ^rfemUy eftabliuYd, 
that it would be too often put out of 
its chanbet : It is enough that at tie. 
firft openings of the Two Revealed Reli- 

fibns that he delivered to the world* 
e gave evident Signs, both of his Up* 
minion >over the Wi&r%s.of fais ; hands, 
' < . .and 
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and of his haying authorifed thofe whom 
he lent to fpeak in his Name. That 
being then tally done, and the precepts 
of thisReligioji bearing fuch an apparent 
fukablenefs to our natures, and to the 
Interpfts of all human Societies , there 
is tto fort of reafon for us to demand 
more proof, than that which God was 
pleas'd to give at firft. Befides, that all 
Ages and Nations have the fame pre- 
tended daim to Miracles, for they are 
equally bis Creatures ; and we can fancy 
no fetnoh why he iffeouid be partial to 
feme* mote than to others : Now if there 
were fuch a contbnt return of Miracles, 
die whole Argument froth them would 
« a little time be loft ; men grow ac- 
cuftonwd to what they fee dailv, and 
it makes nolmpreffion, otherWife the 
wonders Of day and night,, of Summer 
and Winter, the ebbing and flowing of 
t&e Sea, would work more powerfully 
on us , than, they do. A fuperfeta- 
tioa of Miracles would have no effect, 
if it were not a bad one, to make (he 
Divine Power in working them be 
called in queftion , and to lead men 
to impute them to fcthe natitfal^aufe, 
or to fome fccrets known only to a . 
few. Jn all Whi^ ire my conclude, 

that 
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that according to what our Saviour laid 

of Mofes and the Prophets $ If men 

believe not Chrift and his Apoftles , 

takeitf. they would not believe, #»4 mnfiotdd 

* fc r#* from the dead , or that the moft 

uncontefted Miracle that they would 

call for, ihould be wrought for their 

conviction. . 

* Another objection of the Infidels is 
'taken from the differences that are 
'between the Gofpels, in which the fame 
' pa&ges feem to be varioufly related in 
' '• different words, -and in another order of 
' time; things being by fome fct down 

* as done after thofe things before which 
' they are let by others. Qyeftionsand 
' Anfwers are varioufly ftated ; they alfo 
' find fome reafonings that do not feem 

* concluding, even thofe that are brought 
4 to convince gainfayers , where there 

* ought to be more exaftnels. There 
•' is alfo a lownefs arid fiatnefs of iryle, 
' that makes the Books feem but mean > 

* nor are they laid in any exa&neis of 
' method , but feem to run in a loofe 
'ramble; befides that there are ina- 
' ny pauages in them that look flaring, 

* as that of Ghrifts preaching to the 
'Spirits in Prifon, that of Mclchidefeck, 
'and fome other things that we fcarce 

'know 
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€ biow what to make of, Thefe things 

* look not like the produ&s of Divine . 

* Infpiratton. • . ' '" 

: But in anfwer to all this, we are to 
Confider the different orders of Irifpira- ' 
tioo, according to the different ends for , 
which it is given. Mofes had the Lpw 9 Numb. 
as the Jews confefs, by an immediate ,2 " *• 
Communication with God, as one man 
con verfes with another j cxprefled by the 
phrale of face to face , or mouth to mouth ; 
Inch a degree feemed neceflary for one 
who was to deliver an entire Syftem of a 
Religion of facred Rites, as well as bind- 
ding Laws to that Nation. But thofe 
who were only lent to call* on the peo- 
ple to the obedience of that Law, and 
to denounce Judgments upon their dif- 
cfcedience , and give out predictions, 
received a lower dqgree of Infpiratton; 
the Will of God being represented to 
them in Dreams and Vifions, in which 
feveral Reprtfentations were Drammati- 
catty imprefled on their Imaginations, 
and explained by z fecret Intimation 
made by God to them : others had yet 
« lower degree , being animated by a 
Divine Excitation to cqmpofe Holy 
Hymns and Difcourfes to the edification 
of the people : now as the Jews divide* 

the ' 
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the Books of the Old tefiamtnt in three 
different Volumes, according to thefe 
various degrees of Infpjration ; accord' 
ing to which divifion our Saviour himfelf 
cites the Old Tefiamtnt ; in ail of which* 
we find that thofe holy Penmen writ iff 
{joch a diverfity, that it is apparent eve- 
ry one was jleft to his own way and 
Genius as to Style and Composition, 
fome being much, loftier, than othem 
Now to apply t^iis to t^e JMmp Tejianuvt \ 
it was neceflaiy that men feat to p«fet> 
lifli fuch a DoArine, flwwld be fo & 
vinely filled with the knowledge of k,- 
and ihould befo actuated by that feme 
Influence that, affifted them miraculously, 
as neither to be able to miftakte, nor 
joeifreprefent any part of it; for the 
: Miracles that they wrought, bringing 
the World under an obligation to heliew 
them , it was not poflible that they couM 
be left to themfelves, and be fiibje& to 
miftakes : but after all this, every one 
a&ed according to his natural Ternpe*, 
and writ in his natural Style j fo we toe 
a great variety in the whole Coaapofr 
tion and Method of their Difcourfes and 
Epiftles. The Gofpels were writ eatiKT 
by Apoftles, or by thofe who were tfaefr * 
cqnipanions ui labour, and whofe Books 

Were 
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were authoris'd by than; hut it does 
not clearly appear what method they 
intended to follow , whether to ohr 
fcpve the carder of time, or the 
relation that one pafiage ought have 
to another : in this they were; left 
to their natural Faculties 5 all that was 
ofconfequence, wastohavetheDcxftrioe 
and Difcourfes of Chrift, his A&ions 
and his Miracles, faithfully (tated to us: 
bur. in the method of ordering or ex- 
prcfiing «3xfe f they might he fcft to 
their natural powers; and in this these, 
migbt&ea particular ordering of Provi- 
dence,, that every thing mould not he 
Mi in the $me way by ewary one m 
hf concert, which might have looked 
lifer; 'a contrivance ; k feeing more ge- 
nome, when different perfons write in 
ohTecent ways, and ati agree in the ^tpe . 
account of the Dodrine and Miracles. 
Iheremaybeahomaoy ways of recon- 
ciling Tmall dwerfrties, which at tlus 
diftance may be loft to us : things may 
appear to be diferent, that yet may very 
well agree; of which we fynd innutne- 
. fcble inftances in Critical Authors : and 
thofe pa&ges whofe agreement they has* 
. fltode out, give us very good realha to 
behove, that if we had a greater num- 
ber 



Digitized 



by Google 



6^ Concerning the Truth 

bcrof contemporary Boots nowextant,wc 
might uiiderftand many more better than 
we can do in this want of them. Paflages 
very like one another might have Imp- 
lied in different times of our Saviour's 
Life ; and that which feems to be one Go- 
ry, related two different ways, may be 
really two different Tories, and both may 
be eia&ly related. So that all this ob- 
jection, inftead of derogating from 
the credit of the Gofpel , does realty 
heighten it. As for many anfwers add 
reafonings that do not leem to us to 
be very concluding ; we are to consider, 
that in a fhort Relation, in which hints 
are only given/ it was impoflible too* 
pen every: thing fully : we are alio lit* 
tie. acquainted with the methods of the 
Jews arguihgs at that time Philo and 

/ Jcfephus are the only Writers that re* 
main. The one is fhort upon theirCuftoms 
and Notions ; and he affe&ing to write 
elegantly "for the Remans and Greeks^ 
gives us- very little light this way. fhp 
lo does indeed much more • tho living 
long at Alexandria^ and ftudyiflg th# 
Greek Philosophy , he is fo myftical and 

' foblime, that it is not eafy always tt> 
comprehend him : yet in him we % plain- 
ly fee* how much the 'Jems were defcgb* 
'•'•'.- ' fed 
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ed with very dark allufions and reafori- 
ings : and lince it is a juft and allow* 
able way of arguing with any, to argue 
from fappofitions granted by them, and 
faitably to their Principles and Notioris,we 
who plainly fee in Philo, that the Jews 
ufed then to explain a great deal of Scrip- 
ture by a dark Cabbala, are not to won* 
der if feme Arguments run in .that ftraid. 
For inftance, we do not fee how the 
laft words of the i oz Pfalrfl concerning 
God's creating all things, aod his Eter- 
nity and Unchange;ableneis* belong to 
the Meffias, which yet are applied to . , 
him in, the Epiftle to the * He brem 5 5fl 5/ 
but we fee clear Characters in that 
P&m, to fliew us that the jki»i'did fo v 
expound it j Since thofe words, the Hea- 
then /ball fear the name of the Lord, y , ^ t ^ 
.tod all the Kings of the'jarth hit Glory ; * 
aqd' when the Lord /hall build up Si- ' 
on, be /ball appear in his Glory ; toge- 
ther with feveral parages that, follow* 
could riot according to the Cabbala of 
the Jews be understood of any thing " 
but of the Meflias, and of the Divine 
Shtchinab, that was to reft upon him, 
aad fo according to this all the other parts 
of the Pfalm, were alfo applicable to hint 

t u' 
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If St. Paul argues, that the Pieniife 
GaLj. iff. wjw not made to See Js, but to the <$w/ 
of Abraham , which fceffls a had infe- 
rence ; fince &*</, tho in t&e Angular, 
is yet of a plural figniijcation ; tbfcowy 
perhaps be bad Gte^r, unlefe ipme icpr- 
rupf form of Speech had made W 
ftancj for &w j but too the Greek isfiot 
pure, yet the fcnfe is true, and the Ar- 
gument in it felf is. good ; St. fa$% 
defign being to let them fee, .that tbwr 
being the Seed of Ahraham alone, Wtf 
not enough to allure them of tbe favour 
of Qod: It was not to all 4brat>arl% 
posterity that the Promife was mwfe 
fince neither IJhmael nor Ketwafc Chil- 
dren were comprehended withis it; 
But it belonged only to Ifaici and in 
that contracting the Promife to one, an 
emblem was was given of the tkf** 
in whom fingly the blefling of thatO 
venant was to center , and was not W 
be fpread into the whole Nation tfctf 
defended from htm. So that what fault 
foever we may find with the Greek, 
the fenfe is true, and die applicatiea 
is ufeful i and we do not know, tort 
fuch a form of Speech might have beep 
then ufed in common, difcourfe. It is 
certain, that the Apoftles had no Rne- 

' torick, 



Digitized 



by Google. 



of the Ckift'm ^tligm. 6/ 

torick, and often their Grammar is dot 
exact : But this, inftead of making a- 
gainil their Writings, does really mate 
for them $ fiace it Jhews, that they us'd 
oo enticing words nor laboured periods : 
no lively Rguers, norftudted Sentences; 
all was natural, without Art or Study ; 
which {hewed that they knew they 
Heeded no borrowed help to fupport a 
Caufe in which they were fare Heaven 
would interpofe,and promote its own con- 
cerns; and the veneration with which 
their Writings were received , and in 
which they were held , ihews that there ' 
was fomewjhat elfe than the Skill or 
Eloquence, the perfuafives or arguing? 
of the Authors, that begat and maintain* 
ed their Reputation.. 

If we £nd here and there a paflage 
that we know not well what to make 
of, this is the fate of all Books that 
were writ at a great diftanccfrom us; 
the cuftoms and manners of men change 
ftrangely in a courfe of many Agps j and 
all Speech, efpecially that which is figu- 
rative and dark , has fiich relation to 
jhefe, that if in a Book full of many 
*la)n, ufefuland excellent Theories and 
Rules, fome paflages come in amongft 
them which we plainly fee relate to 
F * • fome 
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fomp Pi$#ice or Opinion of which 
'we are not fafficiently informed , Tuch 
as the being bap fifed for the dead\ having 

f * power on the head becaufe of the An* 

. gels ', or the like: This is nothing but 

-what occufs to us in all ancient Books, 

andwhatweeafily bear with in all other 

Writings,e ven of a much later Antiquity : 

We are therefore to make the belt uft 

we can of that which we do understand J 

and to let thofe other places lie till we 

can find out their true meaning. 

" That of Chrift's , going in the Spirit 

YPet.3. to preach to the Spirits now in Prifin, 

19 ' is perhaps one of thefe, unlefs we 

believe that by prifon is to be 

meant, according to the ufe of that 

igjsi.4%. word,and others like irin the Septuagint, 

■S: I'? 9 : the darkned fkte of the Gentile World, 
who were fhut up in • Idolatry, as in * 
Prifon ^ -or in Chains, under the power of 
the God of this World. la this fenfe 
there is nothing eafier to be apprehen- 
ded than that period ; which imports 
only* that Chrift by vertue-of the Holy 
Ghoft that he had poured out opoa 
his Apoflies, was calling the Gedtitf 
World out of their Ignorance and M<> 
latry: And as in the days of Noah thole 

who were diiobedient perifhed in uf 

Flood, 
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Flood r while there was an Ark prepa- 
red for thole- who would go into it : 
So fays he,* our riling out of the waters, 
that being the laft piece of the baptif 
mal Ceremony, as it was then prafti- 
fed, and being the reprefentation of our 
rifing again with Chrift, was that which' 
now faves us. In all this, the fence is 
clear and good, thq the manner of the 
expreffion fee a little dark. ' 

The. way of all the Eaflerns, even to 
this dayi ia.all their difcourfes, being ob^ 
fcureand involv'd, where a great deal is 
fuppofed jto be already underftood ,• we are 
not to wonder,if we mould find fome parts 
of the New Teftament writ in that (train. 
As for that of Melchifedeck , as the 
words lie, they feem to be a riddle 
indeed 5 but with a little obferva- 
tion we will find that paflage con- 
cerning him in the Epiftle to the He- Heb.tf.20 
trews, to be as plain as any thing can Heb. 7. 3- 
be. The defign of a great part of this 
Epiftle is to mew, th*t the Meffias was 
to be a Prieft, and was to offer up a 
Sacrifice j but not to be of the Family 
of Aaron, fince he was to fpring out of 
the Tribe of Judah; nor to bea/Vi*$ 
after that Order y or according o the. 
Rules of that Inftitution ; but according 

F 3 to 
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to the PfeltnV to be a triefi afte* the 
i^' Order, »f Melchifedeck: Now the Rules 
Levi a i. °* Order of the^arwiwiPriefthoodwtre. 
t.^h* that every ?r/^/? was to be cfefceiKfeu 
from that Line, to Be bom of a Mfr 
ther that had not been a Wi&rto , at 
divorced; and this gave hint who* was 
thus received; a right to tranfthithis 
Priefthood to his defendants in: a Qb> 
nealogy derived . from hint. ThefeiW* 
were alfo tied to their turns in attend- 
ing on the Temple, which were calted 
their Days , in which they were adiirifr 
ted to ferve at Thirty, which wastnei* 
" fore the Age of the beginning, of tMt 
days $ and at fifty they were diraihlal 
and were no more bound to attend, 
than if they had been naturally de*T» ft 
this was the end of their Lifo asto their 
Priefthood- Now in opposition to this, 
Mclchifedeck ws afrieft wMwPttto* 
and Mother ; that is, he was immtfdfetfr 
ly called to it of God ; and 1 it. did nut 
Evolve on him by defcent,, nor tas 
be to derive this in a' Qtneaidgjl t& t# 
Pofterhy : He came not m to an at- 
tendance on the fervice of Gcwfa* fids 
an- Age, nor went he out at another, 
tut was* a Priefl of Ged fir every that 
% of along continuance; according w 
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the common itfe of that word, which 
anlf imports a conftancy in any 
thing. Mekbifedeck was a Prieft for • 
term of Life, winch anfwers the figni- 
ficatioh of tbfc word 5 bat was a Type 
of him {hat in the ftrideft fenfe was 
to be a Prieft of God forever. Thus if 
we cbnfter that verfe by a reverfe, which 
is very ordinary, of bringing the lift 
trbrd to govern the whole period, pla- 
<k% the word Prieft at the bead of it; 
p6thing can lx plainer and more hill 
to the poidt that is there driven at. 
And tlms iriany parages that appear dif- . 
Acetify when they are bit flightly looked 
at, bictjrfte very intelBgibfe when ,more 
attentively exattoihed ; and as we can 
make this out in a great many Iriftau- 
CfeS ; jfo if there are others in which we 
do ftin flick, we have aH poffible reafon 
to impute our Ignorance t6 our want- 
ing a Efficient number of helps, and of 
Boohs writ in that Cfcuntrey , and at 
that time, from Which we might bettfer 
eblteft the Opinidtis, Cuftoms, Phrafes 
tfird Allirtlorts of thofe Partt ami Turns : 
For frittse. the Books of our RehgiMi 
Wire in/tit for the ufe of plain and am- 
ple people, to whom they were adureft, 
<nd' &t whofe hands they were to be 
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futj they muft have been writ in a 
popular, aninot in a Rhetorical or 
Phitofbphical Style; which tho it is 
more corred and more lading, yet it 
is both drier and more laboured , and 
fhews always more of Art than of Na- 
ture. . 

I have now gone over all the Heads 
that 1 thought neceflary to make this 
difcourfe full in^Uits parts : I have left 
nothing behind me that feemed to be 
material- I have not been afraid to lay 
open all the fecrets of Infidelity, with 
the utmoft ftrength that I could ever 
find them urged in ; becaufe.I was fully 
iatisfied in my own mind, that I could 
Wwer them all. There is only one 
particular remaining, which I have re- 
served to the laft place, becaufe it af- 
fords a proper conclufion to tlfis Dif- 
(Dourie. * One of the main things in 

* which Infidels fupport themfelves, is, 

* that tho they fpeak out, yet let others 
? deny or diiguife their Thoughts as 

* much as they pkafe, either out of In- 

* tereft or Modefty , fince their DodJrine 
r* has an ill found in the Worlds y« 

f they think with them, becaufe they 

* live with them, and not according to 
? tl# po&rine ^hich they efponie .\and 

V * >/•>*' . 'they 
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c they feem to conclude with fome ad* 
€ vantage, That we colled what men 
* think, much more, infallibly from 
4 what they do , than from what they' 
4 fay ; And this they urge with much 
MaJicp i And would to <3bd that I 
could add* with as much injuftice a- 
gainft too many of our felves ; Whofe 
arguings upon thefe Heads are fo much 
the left to be regarded than other 
mens, becaufe we have efpoufed the 
Caufe, and have made it our own, both 
in point of Reputation and Intereft : I 
wifh and pray that we may all refolveon 
the only efle&ual Confutation of which 
this is capable , by fctting fuch a pattern 
to the World, and leading fuch exem- 
plary Lives, that in thefe they may 
fee how firmly we believe that to which 
we endeavour tx> perfuade others, who 
wait for our halting , and are critical 
in obferving our failings, and malicious 
in aggravating them. It gave the chief 
ftrength to the fird Apologies that were 
made for Chriftianity, that they durfl: 
appeal to the Lives of the Chriftians, 
to give the World a right Idea of their 
Po&rine; whereas we muft now de- 
cline that Argument, and appeal from 
the J^ives pf Chriftians to their Do&riqes: 

. Yet -■. 
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Yet tffefeftlbever numbers tatetoeem 
fcf!%, thtfrd tttoft efftedafly in & courfe 
,©f many AgeV fellow upon it a great 
dafltomg from whdt was while they 
Mvm feWe* tit nuttfber , it\d that the 
thiflg Wis newer arid frefter Ufkm thtfr 
Thoaghm Betide3,th*t th^ beft OhrHUaas 
are tflofe wh<5> are'the leaft known, their 
Mo&fty arid Hamilfty leading them to 
hide thtff heft A(ftk»fts ; Whereat tboft 
Who ttttfke the hTott ftdife, and the grew- 
eft /hettr, aritfdr the moft part hdt or cfc 
Jigrfirig men. A man may alio be «* 
ally a much better matt than one would 
take him to be, that fees him only o/i 
one fife, antidoes ftdt know him whcJiy. 
The frailties of feme mens natures 
Wr1! hang heavy Ufcdft them, Arid feme- 
times bUrft out even in feandalous tofta* 
ces, flotwithftarftffag, all ttofit principles 
arid ftnigRngs to Qit contrary : There- 
Fort upon the Whole matter, thowe 
cztindt deny bit that there is too much 
ttuilhih this pTejudtee,yet it is but a prejft- 
<ficfe,andcaimotbe»mttch Weight: So'tfat 
it is a moft unaccountable pfeee oF folly 
to venture ntens 5dUk and their ewrfial 
Concerns Upon a reflection, that as it is 
. idiot generally true, fo has lib fotldity in 
it : ^ei after all; the ufe chat we &$* 

. : CO 
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to make of it is, that we ought to 
frame our own Lives, and the Lives of 
all that are in our power, as much as 
may be to a Conformity toourDodrines, 
that ib the World may obferve in us 
fuch a true and unaffeded courfe of fo- 
lid Verue and ufeful Piety, that we may 
again recover that Argument,' which we 
have too much loft,for the truth and beau- 
ty of our Religion, from the Lives of 
tnofe who believe and pradife it; and that 
fo the Apologies now writ , which in all 
other refpeds are the ftrongeft that 
ever were, may agtin have their full per- 
fedion, and their entire efled upon . the 
World. 
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DISCOURSE II. 

-J , ■ — i ; m 

Concerning the 

D I VI N I T Y 

AND 

Death of Christ. 



TH E main Articles of the 
Chriftian Religion, as it is di- 
flinguifhed from all other Re- 
ligions, are thofe which relate 
to the Perion and Sufferings of Chrift; 
and therefore it is of the laft importance 
for us to have our Notions concealing 
thefe, right and truly ftated; and that 
the rather, becaufe in the Age in which 
we live, the laughing at every thing 
that is refolved into a Myftery , pafles 
for a piece of Wit, and has the Cba- 
re&er of a free and inquifitive mind. 
Arid while fome would have every thing 

taken 
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taken for a ftfyftery , others fet their 
ftrength to the decrying of every thing 
that is propofed as fuch, as ifthat were 
an ImprtitiQB eppp Hww Natyre, and 
the bringing Mankind under a Yoke 
that it cannot and ought not to bear. 

Therefore, thaj J may treat of this 
matter in a proper Method, and with a 
due deainefs, I fjtpjl frft in geferatcon- 
fider this prejudice againft all Myfteries} 
and when I have thus prepared my way, 
I (hall come to the consideration of thofe 
which I intend now- to treat upon. Myfierf 
in its firft and common fjgnificatiofl, 
flood for fome Sacred Rites by which 
Men were initiated into' any form of 
Religion, which the priefti of cwrtnw 
Religions fcpt aa $m*tf, that cither 
they might by that conpeahnentf en- 
ervate the yafoe of them i which it they 
l»d faen generally known, might tove 
appeal fo flight and mean, as to hw 
\w>m ^m^mptiple, or that they migJ* 
Hide iorne fmghOFalities :qjt frauds in the 
management Q f them; and all thofe 
Tftmw which were kept up from A 6 
if pr d, an4 only Communicated <o f^f 
Sdiog Persons, were a|fo given <»* 
gnder' this Name, as things known orfX 

to thofe $st weie inttwted. In »&? 

fenie 
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ieak there is qo (ccret in Chriftianiey ; 
no hidden Rites, nor concealed Dodbrines 
that are not trailed to the whole body 
of Christians. But by an extent of {the 
life of 'this word, it came to he applied 
among the Chriftians of the firft Ages, 
to tbofc Holy Kites of our Religion tftpt 
were Inftiruted by our Saviour, and 
which they aho called SMcraments ; he- 
caufc in thoie,tfae Vows that tie us to God 
in this Religion 9 were both made and re- 
newed : The Venerable Truths .of this 
Fatth^uid Secrets then nude pabJick,were 
alto by S. Tfud exprefled by this Name, 
. which as k is now commonly understood, 
fignifies fome Theory, or point of Dodbrine 
that we believe; becaufe we are perfba- 
ded that it is revealed- to us in Scrip- 
ture,* tho' we cannot diftindly appre- 
hend how it can be : and thpt in the 
common view which is offered concern- 
ing it, it fceens to oontmadiA our com- 
mon Motions. 

In this feofe it is oppofed by many, 

* wfcofay, ' There can be no fach thing in 

* Aeugion : that every thing of which we 

* can form no diftiac* Idea, is nothing to 
4 lis, and that we cannot believe it : fuice 
.* we can only believe that of which we 

■* Jiave ifome thought; God having made . 

* us 
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us reafonable Creatures, cannot intend 
that we (hould a<5t contrary to our Na- 
tures; and believing any thing contra- 
ry to our apprehenfions , feems to be 
a flat contradiction to our faculties 5 
and it is a queftion, whether thofe who 
plead for Myfteries, can believe them 
themfelves, after all their Zeal for them : 
fince a Man can no more think that to 
be true, of which he has no Idea, than 
a Man can fee in the dark 5 for let him 
affirm ever fo much that he fees, all 0* 
ther perfons who perceive it to be dark, 
are fure that he fe^s nothing. It feems to 
be the peculiar Chara&er.and Beauty 
of the Chriftian Religipn, that it is our ; 
reafonable fervice, or the Rational way 
of Worfliipping Qod»: and therefore 
thofe who would propofe jt as contain* 
ing Myfteries, under a pretence of 
. magnifying it, do rather leflen it ; and 
give advantages to the Enemies of it 
to expofe it on that account. For upon 
this .fuppofition of there being feme 
Mjfieries in it , thofe who corrupt it 
feem to have a ground given them for 
raifing a much greater fuper ftru&ure : 
and for fileneing all obje&ions agaioft 
their unconceivable Dqj9rines, with 
this word Myfierjy which being &apt 

'to 
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* to be abufed and carried too fafi feems 
1 to give & juft prejudice againfl: it : upon 
' this ground they conclude, that we are 
'to believe nothing but that which we 
'can diftin&ly apprehend ? and that if 
'any word or expreffiod in Scripture 
c feems to import any other thing, we 
4 muft foften thefe to a fenfe agreeable 

* to our faculties : but that we oiight , 
c never to yield to a fenfe that is ui> 

4 conceivable ; which as they argue, is 

* ftill nothing to usi 

This is the Foundation of their Rea- 
fonings: and upon this it is that they ju* 
lUfy or excufe fome expofitions that feem 
forced and unnatural : for they fay, they , 
are fore they are not to be underftood 
in the Myfterious fenfe, becaufe of this 
general Theory; and therefore they muft 
give them the beft fenfe that they can 
find that is fuited to their Principles. 
Upon the right dating of this, the whole 
matter turns; and becaufe this whole 
Speculation is urged to much worfe 
purpofes by Atbeifti and Derfts, it 
will be nefcefiary to con(ider it cafe* 
folly. 

ft is certain we can apprehend no* 

thing, but as our faculties reprefent it 

G to 
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tou$; no more than we an fee Sounds* 
or hear Colours r it is alfo certain, that 
we can receive nothing that contradttb 
our faculties : for let a Man ftrain for it 
as much as he will , he cannot believe 
that any thing both is, and is not, at the 
fame time ; or that two and three do not 
make five, and neither more nor left. Hie 
objeftsof fenfe do alfo determine us; for 
when we fee a thing clearly before us, 
we cannot force our (elves to think, or fo 
much as to doubt that we fee it not. But 
after all, there are many things which we 
believe upon the report of others/ or up* 
on the Conferences of our own Ob- 
fervation > that feem to be fo far out of 
our own reach, that our faculties can- 
not eafily receive them : For inftance, tet 
us make adifcourfe of %fr/,and offeeiMg, 
to a Blind-man : Let us tell him , that % 
vaft Globe, called the Sun, which as fee 
feels, creates a great heat in the Air at 
fome Hours,in fome Seafons of the Year, 
gives fuch puihes to infinite numbers « 
fmall parts of matter, that they are uf- 
on that put in a vaft motion s and that 
as thefe ftrike upon every refitting body, 
and recoil from it, they carry in tiiem 
fome mould of its figure and bigne6^ 

and 



Digitized 



by Google 



aniDeatbofCbrip. $5 

and of another thing too called C*Um of 
which he can fraffie no fort of Notion- ; 
and that thefe in this motion,ftriking up- 
on that which he can feel to, which is 
his Eye, do go through it, and enter 
at a finatt parage ; that is, in a fecond 
coat of his Eye , which an Anatomiit 
may make him feel to : and within it, as 
they have parted through thole humours 
that he caff aho feel* thofe ftnall movers 
do at laft fo ftrikc againft the raoft in* 
ward Coat , that from thence a Man* 
may know the figure, matter, bignefc 
and diftance, of fuch objects as the blind 
Mao can only feel to, and that a great 
many Mies of j and that with one glance 
of his Bye, he can fee many Millions of 
objeds at once, and be able to judge con- 
•earning them , and concerning their 
diftancefrom him, and from one ano- 
ther,' a great way off: and that he can 
fee the Sun and Stars, tho' diftant from 
us many Millions of Millions of Miles. 
Now thO* it is to be cohfefifed,that a blind 
Man can form no true Idea of all this, 
y«t he may be bound to bdlieve it, not 
only from the teftimony of all feeing 
Men, but from his own observation ; 
$* by letting a Man at a confiderable 
Gi diftance 
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(Hftance. from him, andhoHingfcpto* 
,wards him all fuch things; as he knows 
by feeling, he by the other Man's anfwers 
may perceive plainly that he knows 
them, tho* he not only cannot apprehend 
bow this is done, but feesms to raifc 
whole Schemes of Impofiibilties againft it. 
But to give another Inftarice/of this, 
that will be more universally fenfiWe; 
let a Man pradis'd in Geometry, ftew 
a Clown a fmall Quadrant, and tell 
•him that by it ; he can meafure the Coffl- 
pafe of the whole Earth, and the di- 
fiatice between the Earth and the Hea- 
venly Orbs : he will laugh at him as a 
boafting vain Man, or one that intends 
to impofe upon his credulity : bi|t if this 
Mathematician will, to convince him, 
take the height of any Building , ot. 
v Precipice that he can meafare, -the 
Clown when he finds that the Qbtern- 
tion agrees with the length of, his Plumb- 
line, is fomewhat convinced, «d i* 
apt to think, either* that the two Sa- 
tions , and the Computations which ^he 
faw him make on Paper, were Magical 
Spells, or that he has a Method that 
leads him to this by degrees of which 
he himfelf is utterly ignorant: ibby 

.all 
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all this, it is plain that a Man may be 
bound from fome Authorities and Ob- 
fervations, to believe fome things of 
which he not only has no Notion, but 
fancies he bis very clear ones to the 
contrary. 

From hence I will make another ftep 
to fhew, that indeed we believe almoft 
every thing that we do believe, under the 
like difficulties and difadvantages : for 
Jnftance, we know that we move,and yet 
there us fomething very like a demon- 
ftration Sgainft Motion ; let A. move 
from B.to C. two fuppofed contiguous 
Points in a fuppofed Inftant D. A when 
it moves, is fuppofed to be in B. fo in 
that Inftant it cannot go to C. becaufe 
it is feppofed to be hi B. and it cannot 
be in the fame Inftant both in B. anc} C. 
for then it Ihbuld be in two places \i 
Once, that is, in theiame Inftant; there? 
fore in the Inftant in whfch it is in ff* 
it cannot go to C. andfo it canfiot"d<J 
it iji any other Inftant, becaufe It ti 
itill fuppofed to be in B. When a Matf 
has turned this over and over in his 
Thoughts, he is indeed very fure jthat 
it is falfe, and is very certain that h6 
IHoves 1 ; yet he feels ja-contradi&ion to 
;- « a J that 
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that in his reafoning, from which it is 
not lb eafy for bim to free himfelf , as 
be might at firft view apprehend. 

This, of Motion carries me 09 to a 
greater difficulty , whether there are 
vacuities in Nature, or not ; that is, dt» 
{fences between Bodies in which 'there 
is no fort of Body at all. It is way 
bard to apprehend how things can be 
either of thefe ways. Motion it fctf , 
Condenlation and Rarefa&ion, Weight, 
and the cronding of all things to the 
Centre , can hardly be explained wkh- 
out admitting a Pactum. And yet as 
our thoughts cannot receive the Idea 
of it* fo the whole connexion of things 
the whole Chain of Matter, and .the 
Communication of Motion from \be 
Heavenly Orbs down to us, is all bMjsea 
and interrupted $ nor can we fee -hew 
. the Frame of Natuse can hold together, 
if a Vacmm is once allowed, So that 
tho' we are certain, that either k is, 
or it is not 5 yet when one weighs weH 
the-difficulties of both Hypothecs, ;he. is 
to equally balkflced,thttt he is apt to lean 
agafrift that whofe difficulties wet* tie 
laft," . and are the feeiheft in his {noughts. 
If from this we $o into the Compofr 

tions 



Digitized 



by Google ' 



and Daub of Chrift* tj 

tlon of Matter, we are fire that either it 
isdivifibkon to Infinity, and that there 
are no Indivifible Points in it ; or that 
it has Points, either fuch was have no 
Parts , or extended Atoms that may 
have Parts, but that are Incfifcerpiblc. . * 
It muft be one or other of thefe that 
muft be true : for they may be reduc'd * 
to the terms of a Contradkftion, fince' 
either Matter is divifible into Infinity, 
or not; if not, then either thofc Indi- 
vifibles have parts, or they have not : 
St> that it is plain one of them muft be 
traej and yet every one who has gone 
through that famous queftion, muft fee 
that there are fuch Infuperable difficul- 
ties againft every one of them , that 
they teem to amount to a demon- 
stration. 

Khali Ihftance but in one other, par- 
ticular , which though iris that of all o- 
diets that we Ihould underilartd the beft, 
yet carries no fewer nor kfs difficulties 
in it, and that is our own Compofition. 
We plainly perceive that we think, and 
that we ad: freely : Then either this rifes 
out of meer matter , or we have ano- 
ther principle in us of another nature 
and order of beings , that thinks and 
* « G 4 moves, 
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moves, both it felf and alfo ourBodks. 
That meer Matter can have no liberty, 
and that it cannot think, feems to be 
evident of it felf; all our Obfervafr 
ons of Matter mew it to be paffive, 
• and to act neceflarily, and that it nei- 
ther has in it felf a power of motion, 
nor liberty, but always goes in a Chain; 
and thought being perceived by us to be 
one fimple aclr, it muQ How fromafingje 
principle that is uncompounded r but 
on the other hand, what mould Own 
down fuch a fubtile being, intofogrofc 
a one as body; and how a thougnc 
fliould move it, or how the motions ot 
Matter mould affect the thmkingrpr^ 
ciplej how they Ihould give it either 
pleafure or pain; how the mindftould 
be furniflied from the body with wed 
Images and Figures, by which it remem- 
bers, imagines, argues and fpeaks; bpW 
thefe mould be fo fubtile, and yet fticK 
fo long,, and lie in fuch order, are 
things that the more a Man dwelknp- 
on them, and fpreads them out bew» 
himfelf, he not only comprehends them 
the left, but feems to find fuch di»r 
culties againft them, that he is loft, anj 

knows -not what to tiM; of tff"? ! 
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When a thinking man lays all thefe, 
and a great many more, which will a- 
rife from thefe hints , if he has a mind 
to look for them, together, they flbew 
him how limited our faculties are,how lit- 
tle able we are to dive into the nature 
of things; and that we can much more 
eafily raife difficulties, than folve them. 
Yet the ufe that I plead for in all this 
is, neither to lead men to b$ fceptical, 
and believe nothing, nor to be too im- 
plicite to believe every thing : but on- 
ly to evince this, That we may be bound 
either from our own Obfervation , or 
upon the Authority of other Perfons, to 
believe fome things, of which we are 
not able to give our felves a diftind ac- 
count, norrto anfwer the obje&ions that 
may lie againft them. 
., Great difference is to be made be- 
tweep the believing a thing, and the ap- 
prehending the manner of it. If we 
have fufficient Authority to guide our 
Belief, if will N no juft obje&ion a- 
gainft it, that the manner of it cannot 
be explained : And this is yet more 
evidently true, if the Being in which 
a thing is propofed to our Belief is of 
ap prdfr ap<J Jtapk above us j and moil 



dbyGopgk 



90 Concerning the Dh'mky 

of all, if it isonfinitely above us. We per- 
ceive io the gradations of our own being, 
that a Child is not capable of thofe 
Thoughts which he himfelf will come 
to have when he is more ripened: 
And a man of low Education cannot 
frame thofe apprehenfions which are eafy 
to thofe who are born and bred in better 
circumftances. If then the differences of 
Age and Education make thoughts that 
are plain and eafy to fome, feem un- 
conceivable to others ; this ought, when 
applied, to the Divine Eflence, make us 
conclude, that there may be Myfteries 
in that Being, of infinite Perfe&ion and 
Elevation above us, for beyond all our 
apprehenfions : And therefore , if YSod 
lets out any hints of any flich to us, 
we are to receive them in fuch a plain 
ienfe as the words do naturally bear: 
' And if this Jhould happen to import 
that which does not at all agree with 
our Conceptions of other things, we 
ought not to wreft it to another ffenfc 
that ieems eafier to us. 

We can frame no diftind Idea, of 
that Infinite Eflence, and it were not 
Infinite if we could. How things were 
made out of nothing, is above our reach j 

how 
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how it thinks, is an amazing difficulty, ' 
whether its Afa are, as is commonly 
believed, one wkh the Eflence, cr<Ji- 
ftin<3: fi-oni it. This Eflence having ne- 
ceflary Exiftencq in its firft Conception, 
thofe free Ads that might not have been, 
are not eafily apprehended to be one 
with his E&nos* and if tbofe A&s are 
feidnot to be free, then all things oc- 
ift by the fame necefiky by which God 
eafls; for if the hnmoxewtA&s of God 
are one with his Etience, then fince all - 
the Tnmjitnl Adb do certainly foUow 
his hmment ones, there is an Univcr* 
Jaf Neceflity equatty ipread over the 
iKfaole frame of Native * and God can 
do nothing otherwiib than he does : 
But if tbofe A&$ of God are different 
from his Eflence , and diftin<a from it, 
fech as our Thoughts are j then here 
ate Accidents in God, and a Acceffion 
of Thoughts, which feem incoTUvftent 
with infinite Perfa&ton, that as, all one 
Eternal and Unchangeable A&. Hete 
is a difficulty that perhaps few reflect 
on ; but k is every whit as great and 
asvoaocoytntabfe as any <of the Myfte- 
lies of Revealed Religion can be pre* 
tended to he ; tho this atifes c*t of 

Natural 
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Natural Religkw. If to this, we add 
all that we believe concerning the At- 
tributes of God, his being every where, 
his knowing every thing, his Providence 
in governing all things, together with 
thole unfearchable Methods in which it 
exerts it felf ; we muft acknowledge 
that he dwells in a Light to which we 
cannot approach : But that as the prefent 
frame of our Bodies, and ftra&ure of 
our Eyes, cannot bear the looking fted- 
faftly on the Sun , or the being brought 
much nearer him, of which yet we 
may be capable in another texture of 
our Eyes and Bodies ; fo in this ftate id 
which we have narrow Notions , and 
grofs Imaginations, we are fcot-able to 
frame diftin<3: Ideas even of thoie At- 
tributes of God , of which we make no 
doubt, but yet we find fuch difficulties. in 
apprehending them, that they do blind 
and confound us, and put us to a ftand in 
all our thinkings about therti : But for 
all that we ftill go on , believing firmly 
thofe his Attributes. 

In fine, We are to make a great diffe- 
rence between thofe plain perceptions,we 
have either of the obje&s of fenfe, or of 
fimple Theories, and the difficulties add 

deductions 
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deductions that belong to them : The one 
is the voice of our Faculties, and we 
cannot oppofe it, or believe againft it, 
becaufe it is in fome fort the voice of 
God within us, fince it is the natural re* 
fakofthofe powers that he has put in us; 
but it is quite another thing when we 
go to Inferences, and to frame difficul- 
ties. In this appears our Ignorance 
of the nature of things, of the feveral 
ways and manners in which they may 
operat£,and of theConfequences that feem 
to belong to them ; becaufe we are apt 
to judge of every Being by our felves, 
and have not' extent enough of thought 
and obfefvation to reafon always true, 
or to judge exa&ly : So that this muft 
be fetled as as a clear difference between 
plain perceptions, and a train of Con- 
sequences; we are always to be deter- 
mined by the one, but not by the other. 
To iiiftance it then in that which is now 
. before us ; we have a plain preception, 
that no Being can be both One and 
Three in the feme refped:, becaufe we 
are fare that is a plain Contradi&ion, 
which cannot poffibly be true; but if a 
thing is reprefented as both One and 
Three, this in different refpefts may be 
true- Thus 
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Thus I have difpatchcd this ftrflp«t,ia 
which it feemedthe mare necefikytaftate 
this matter aright, that fo it may appear, 
that no part of the pfea for Myfteries^ be* 
longs to Traofobftantiation, face here is 
the fijleft evidence of fcnfe^in an objeft of 
fenfe, which plainly reprcfents to us Sr^ 
and fF/*e to be (till the feme after Con* 
foeration, that they were before j and 
therefore we cap rawer be certain of 
any thing, if in this cafe we are bound 
to believe in conttadidion to foch a 
plain and iimple perception ; but this 
is not at all applicable to any (pe- 
culations concerning the Divine Nature 
I go on from this Previous EHfcourfe, 
to the Subject it felf that I am now upon; 
in , which there have bee n three different 
Opinions: the ewe is, That Chriftwas 
a Divine Perfon, miraculoufly conceiv- 
ed, and wonderfully qualified for re- 
vealing the Will of God to the World j 

N which he did in fo excellent a manner, . 
and fet fo perfeft a pattern both in his 

. Life and Death, that in Reward of that, 
God has given him the Government of 
the World ; putting the Divine Autho- 
rity in him, and commanding hiai to 
be Worshipped and Acknowledged as 

God, 
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God, and has fubjeded both Angeband 
Men to him 5 tho he had no Exiftence 
before he was formed in the Virgin's 
Womb , and no other nature but that 
which he derived from his Miraculous 
Conception. 

Others have thought that there was 
to E/ience created by God before all 
Worlds, by which he made and governs 
*U things, and that this Euence which 
Was like God, dwelt in Cbrifijefur; and 
Was by the Gofpel revealed to the World : 
So that all were bound to honour and 
obey him. Some of thefc called him 
a Being of a Nature quite different frttn, 
Kid ttnkh the Divine Nature; which was 
fond to be of an unacceptable Sound ; fo 
others foftned* it by faying,' that he was 
of an Euence like the Father : But this 
\Mb only a milder way of fpeabing, fince 
if this Being was created, fo that once 
it-was not, its nature mud be euenrial- 
ly imUke the Father ; for fure nothing can 
be more unlike, than created and uncrea ; 
ted. And by Likenefsjxxch men could only 
tmderftand a Moral LikeneJs of imitation 
aod.refemblance $ fo that he might be 
tike Gd, as we are called ; to be ltke kirn, 
tho in vaftly higher degrees. 

T&e 
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The id. Opinion is , That the Go& 
head by the Eternal Word, the Second 
in the Blefled Three, dwelt in, and Was 
fo inwardly united to the humane Na* 
ture of Jefiu Chrifi , that by vertue of 
it, God and Man were truly one Per- 
fon , as our Soul and Body make one 
Man. And that this Eternal Word was 
truly God, and as Tuch is worihipped 
and adored as the proper object of 
Divine Adoration. By thofe of this 
perfaafion, the frame Per/on came to be 
applied to the Three, which the Scrip* 
, ture only calls by the Names of Father, 
Son, or Word, and Holy Ghofi, on defign 
to difcover thofe who thought that thefe 
Three were only different names of the 
fame thing : But by ? erf on is not meant 
fuch a Being as we commonly under- 
ftand by that word ,* a compleat inteHi* 
gent. Being, diftinft from every other Be- 
ing: but only that every one of that 
Blefled three, has a peculiar diftindion 
• jn himfelf, by which he is truly different 
from the other two. . '•■'-' 

This is the' Do&rine that. I intend 
now to explain to you. When IfayE*- 
plain, I do not mean that I will pre- 
tend to tell* you how this is to be 

un- 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



and Death of Chrift. $f A 

understood, and in what refped thefe 
Perfons are believed to be One, and in 
what refpeds they are Three. By ex* 
plaining a Myftery> can only be meant 
the ihewing how it is laid down and 
revealed in Scripture; for to pretend 
to give any further account of it, is 
to take away itsMyfterioufnefs, when 
the manner how it is in it felf is 
offered to be made intelligible. In this 
too many both Ancients and Moderns 
have perhaps gone beyond due bounds j 
whije fome were pleated with the Pla* 
tonical Notions of Emanations, and i 
Fecundity in the Divine Eflence : For we 
have footfteps of a Tradition as Ancient* 
even among Heathens^ any we can trace 
lip , which limited the Emanations to 
Three : And thefe thought there was & 
Production, or rather an Edk&ion of 
two out of thq firft : In the fame man* 
ner that fome Philofophers thought 
that Souls were propagated from Souls; 
and the figure by which this was ex- 
plained, being that oi one Candle's be* 
ing lighted at another; this feems to 
have given the rife to thofe words ^ 
JUght of Light. It is certain, many of the 
Fathers fell often into this conceit, and in 

H this 
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this way of expkioing this matter, tbcy 
have fa id many things whichtntini^te that 
they believed an inequality between the 
Perfons,and a Subordination qf the Second 
and Third tq the Firft : So that by the fame 
$ul>$4*ce or Efence , they do in many 
places exprefs themfelve? as if they of* 
ly meant the fame Being in a genera! 
Senfe , as all hum^n Souls are of the 
ftme $ubfta*ce ; that is, the feme order 
pr fort of Beings ; and they feemed to 
entitle them to difierent operations 5 
not only in an Oeconomical way* but 
thought that one did that which the other 
did not. This was indeed more eafily 
to be apprehended; l?ut it feemed ft 
diredly to aflert Three Gods* which 
v was very contrary to many rood ex* 
prefs Declarations both in the Q14 and 
tfew f eft amenta in which the Unity of 
the Deity i$ fo often hpld forth, that 
therefore others took another way of 
explaining this ; making it their Foun- 
dation , that the Deity was one Nume* 
rkal Being. They then obferved, tb*t 
the Sun, befides his own Globe, ^ad a? 
Emanation of Light , and another c£ 
Heat, which had different Operations ; 
and ajl from the fame EflencMod that the 

Soul 
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Soul of Man hid both Intelledion and 
Love, which flowed from its Eflence; 
So they conceiv'd that the primary 
Aft of the Divine Eflence, was itskVt/- 
dm, by which it few all things, and 
in which, as in an inward Word, it do> 
figoed all things: This they thought 
ought be called the Son, as being the 
Generation of the Eternal Mind 5 while 
from the Fountain-Principle, together 
with this inward Word , there did arife 
a Love that was to iflue forth, and that 
was to be ' the Soul of the Creation ; 
and was more particularly to animate 
the Church : And in this Love, all things 
were to have Life and Favour. Tnb 
was retted on, and was afterwards dreP 
fed up with a great deal of dark nice- 
ty by the Schools, and grew, to be 
the Univerfally received Explanation : 
Tho many have thought, that the term 
So*, did not at all belong to the Blef- 
fed Three, but only to our Saviour, as 
he was the Affect; the Jews having had 
that Notion of the Mefflas, that as he 
was to be the King of jfraet, fo he 
was to be the Sou of God: We find 
If at ha nael addrefled himfelf thus to him ; 
and when the High-Prieft adjur'd our 
. H % '■ " Sa- 
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Saviour to tell if he wis the Meffiai^ 
he knits thefe two together, Art thou 
the Chrifi the Son of the tnofi High God f i 
which fhews, that they did efteem thfcfe 
two as one and the fame thing. 
Now fome Criticks do apprehend, that 
iince in many places the term Son of 
God, has manifeftly a relation to 
Chrift as the Mefftas ; there is in this 
an Uniformity in the whole Scrip* 
ture Style, fo that every where by the 
phrafe Son of God, we are to under- 
ftand Jefusy as the Mefftas, in which the 
human Nature being the firft Concep- 
tion, they conceive that all the places 
importing an Inferiority of the Son to 
the Father, have no difficulty in them, 
fince they are only to be underftood 
of Jefus as the Mefftas 5 but that the: Di- 
vine Principle that was in him, is in 
the fhidnefs of Speech to be called as 
St. John does , the Word. So that by 
, this, if true, all the Speculations con- 
cerning an Eternal Generation, are cut 
off in the ftrid fenfe of the words, 
tho in a larger fenfe every emanation 
of what fort foever, may be fo called 
Thefe, and a great deal more of this 
kind that might be further branched out, 

and 
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and enlarged upon, are the Explanati- 
ons that Divines have offered at upon 
this Myftery. But it may be juftly 
questioned, whether by thefe they have 
either made it to be better underftood, 
or to be more firmly believed ; or whe* 
ther others have not taken advantage . 
to repreferit thofe fubtilties as dregs, 
either of the ALoncs ^of the Valentimans^ 
or of the Platonical Notions ; which laft 
being in fo high and juil a Reputation 
among the Greeks^ it is plain, that ma- 
ny of the Ancients thought it was no 
(mail fervice to the Chriftian Religion, 
to fliew a great Affinity between it and 
Plate's Theology: and it being Jong 
before thefe Theories were well ftated 
and fetled , it is no wonder if many 
of the Fathers have not only differed 
from one another, but even from them- 
felves in fpeaking upon this Argument. 
While men go about to explain a thing 
of which they they can frame no di- 
ftinft Idea , it is very natural for them 
to run opt into a vaft Multiplicity of 
words ; into great length, and much 
darknefs and confufion. Many impro- 
per Similies will be urged, and often 
impertinent reafonings will be made 
H 3 ufe 
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ufe of. All which are the unavoidable 
Conferences of a man's going about 
to explain toothers that which he does 
not diftiniftly underftand himfetf. 

This in general is the fum of die 
Received Do&rine ; That as there is bat 
One God, fo in that undivided Effence, 
there are Three that are really different 
from one another , and are more than- 
. only three Names, or three outward 
Oeconomies ; and that the. Second of 
thefe was in a moft intimate and un- 
conceivable manner united to a perfect 
Man ; fo that from the human and 
Divine Nature thus united, there did 
refult the Perfm of the Afejfias, who 
was both God and Matt, 

Here new Subtiltles have been found 
out, to ftate the formal Notion of a 
Per/on, which was fuppofed to oonftft in 
a fpeckl Suhfiftence ; fo that it has been 
thought, that the human nature in 
Cbrijf, had no fpecial Sttljtfience of its 
own, tho it was not eafy to explain 
this Notion; fince if &*b0e*ct belong* 
ed to the Human Nature, it might feetn 
that it was not perfect, if it nad not 
a proper StH0ence. A Hypoftatical 
Union was propofed as a term lit to ex- 
plain 
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plain this by, that is to fay , the Hu- 
man nature was befceved to fubfift by 
the SuhMence of the Word ; but it was 
not eafy to make this the more intelli- 
gible, by offering a Notion full as unin* 
telligible as it felf, to explain it by. Tho 
indeed this is a point, in which it is 
more poiTible for us to arrive at diftin& 
Ideas, or fomewhat very like them, 
than the other. We plainly fee, that 
the Union of • our Souls to our 
Bodies , eonfifts in a Harmony that 
God has failed between fuch an Or- 
ganifatipn of matter, and fuch Senfar 
tions that arife out of the different 
motions of this matter fo organized : 
Upon which, this matter is in many 
things under the power of the Mind, 
which by its thoughts commands and 
moves it : ajid it has from it a con* 
tinual Influence and Actuation that is 
oiled Life ; fo that the Union of the 
Soul and Body is the refult of fitch 4 
proper Warmony of the Body, accord- 
ing to the Mechanical Structure of its 
neceffery parts* as makes it fit to give 
proper Senfetions to the Mind , and to 
receive and obey the Impreflions of the 
Mind j the breaking of which Harmony 
brio^ on death- H 4 From 
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From hence we may apprehend fe» 
vera! degrees of the Union of a thinking 
* being with Matter: The lowed, is that 
of Infants, where there is a thought, 
but a thought fo entirely under the 
Impreffions of Matter, that it is not 
able to rife above them , and either to 
• think of any thing elfe, or to flop tjie 
Violence of thefe Impreffions ; So here 
is a Spirit wholly immerfcd in Matter, 
that is in every thing under its domi- 
nion, and is a flave to it 5 and in this 
flate Ideots continue their whole life 
long, A fecond degree is that of men 
in this Life duly ripened, in which their 
Minds are as to their Senfations flill 
fubjed to Matter; that is, they miift 
feel pain or pleafure, according to the 
difpofitions of Matter ; but then there 
is a power in the Soul to govern Mat- 
ter, and not to yield to thole Senfations: 
So that there is a lading druggie between 
the Senfations that arife from the Body* 
and the Cogitations that fpring in the 
Mind, which have the better of one 
another by turns. Here the Soul and 
JJody {ire as it were equally yoked to- 
gether y only the Soul may by the ufe 
pf Reafoq aqd liberty fc fp aflifte& 
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as to have the afcendant over the Body 
for the greateft part. 

From thefe we may conceive two 
other degrees of Union , which, may 
be between Souls and Bodies. , The 
one is a State in which the Soul fhall 
have an entire Authority over Matter, - 
bit yet frail need the afliftance of 
it, as a neceflary mean of Motion; 
and as having in it a repofitory of 
Images and Figures, for memory and 
imagination : So that in fiich a date, 
the Body fhallhave no power zi all 
over the Mind, but fhall only ferve it 
as Inftruments do a Mechanick : and 
this feems to be a Philofophical No- 
tion of the ufe that our Bodies fhall 
be of to us in another State ; in which 
they fhall be no more clogs upon us, 
to give us uneafy or grievous fenfati- 
ons; but fhall only be the proper 
Machines for Motion and Memory ; 
and for fuch like ufes, in which the 
Body when well tuned can ferve the 
Mind. A Fourth degree, may be a 
State in which a Mind may be fo en- 
tirely perfect in its felf, and in its own 
*&$, that it may have no need of a 
Body upon its own account, but only 

in 
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in order to the miniftring to another 
Spirit that is yet under the power of 
Matter, to give it either Warnings, or 
Afiiftances ; which perhaps it cannot 
Communicate , but through the Con* 
veyance, or by the Mechanical Mo* 
tions and ImpreflionS of one piece of 
Matter upon another. Upon this ae» 
count, and for this end, Spirits of the 
highefl form ; nay God himfelf may at 
fome times, and for fome unknown 
ends, make ufe of a Body, and put it 
ftito fucfi a form, and fo aduate it ». 
as thereby to communicate fome Light 
or Influence to minds that are yet 
much immerfed in Matter. Thefe are 
all the ways that we can apprehend of 
a Mind's afiiiming matter, and being 
united to it, which is the having it 
under its Actuation, or Authority ; fo 
that the Ads of the Mind give fuch Iia- 
preiSons to the Body, as govern and 
command it, By the fame way of 
thinking, we may apprehend yet more 
eafily, how one Spirit may be united 
to another,- which is, when a fupcrtor 
Spirit has another of an Inferior Or* 
der fo entirely under its conduct and 
Impreffions , that the Inferior, receives 

conftant 
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conftant Communications of Light and 
Impulfe from the Superior : and as the 
fiody lives by the pretence of the Soul, 
even when it does not by any diftindfc 
Ad work upon it, or enliverf it ; fo a 
fuperior Mind may have a perpetual 
condud: of an inferior , even when it 
leaves it to its own liberty, and does 
net break in upon it by any immediate 
ettligkning or animating of it. And thus 
we may conceive the Subfifiencc of an 
Intelligent Being to be its a&ing entirely 
in it felf, or upon matter united to it, 
without any other Spirit's being conftant- 
ly prefenttoit, aduatingit, or having 
k under any immediate Vital and inse- 
parable Influence; This feems to give 
fame light towards the Idea of a Sub- 
j$ewce 9 as feparated from the Effence^ 
add by confequence of one perfon's Sub* 
fiftence in, by, and from anbther. I 
do not pretend to fay, that this is the 
ftrift Notion of Snhfiftence ,' but it is. 
the neareft thing that f can imagine 
to it, which will at lcaft help to form 
feme general Idea of it ; for thefe be- 
ing all the diftinA Notions that we 
can frame of the Union of Spirits to 
other Spirits* or of Spirits to Matter, 

for 



Digitized 



by-Google' 



j o 8 Concerning the Divinity 

they will help us to a more diftipft 
Apprehenfion of the Union of the E- 
ternal Word to 9. HumanNature,by which 
it aflumed the Man into fuch an inward 
and immediate Oeconomy, that it did 
always a&uate, illuminate andcondud: 
him, as we perceive our Souls da our 
Bodies. 
This is the cleared thought that we give 
. our felves of that Human Nature's fubfift- 
ing by the Subfiftence of the Word 
that dwelt in it. This alfo agrees well 
with the Expreflions of the Word's dwel- 
ling in Fle/b, and of the Bodily In- 
dwelling of the Fulnefs of the Godhead 
/ in Chrifi Jefus. But having now ihewed 
how far thefet things may become in 
fome fort intelligible to us, I go to 
my main Defign, which is to examine 
no longer whether this ought to be 
believed or not, in cafe we ihould find 
it very exprefly affirmed in the New 
Tefiament , for I hope I have already 
made that out fully: Therefore the 
only queftion that now lies before me, 
is, Whether this is contained in the Mew 
Tefiament) or not? for if it is in it, 
end is a part of its Do&rine, then fince 
that Dodrine is proved to be all true, 

and 
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and revealed bv God , this muft be 
liftewife tirue, if it is a part of it This 
I will alfo yield , That Authorities 
brought to prove Articles that are fo 
fublime aS to rife above our ways of 
Apprehenfion, ought to be made out 
by a greater fulnefs of exprefs Proofs, 
than bare Precepts of Morality, or more 
eafily received Notions ; for as among 
men, every thing requires a proportion^ 
degree of proof;, as it is more or lefs 
credible of it felf: So in Religion, we 
ought not to fuppofe , that if God in- 
tended to reveal any thing to us, that 
fhould pofe our Underftandings , he, 
Would only do it in hints or in words , 
and in expreffions of doubtful fignifica- 
tionj therefore I yield, that thoie who 
deny Myfteries, have a jright to demand 
fall, exprefs and copious proofs of them. 
I Hill therefore only dwell upon thofe 
proofs that are very comprehenfive, and 
will not reft upon {ingle paflages, 
which I leave to Books of Controverfy 
orCriticifm, in which thefe are fully 
opened and made out: My not ufing 
thefe, is not from the diftruft that I 
have of the force that is in them, but 
I intend to lay this matter before you, 

in 
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in fome obfervations that take in a great 
deal , and that if they are true , do 

give a clearer Light, and a more unque* 
ioned Authority to fiagle pafiages, 
fince thofe agree with the frame of the 
whole, 

I need not fpend many words to 
prove, that the main Defign of Reveal* 
ed Religion , was to drive all Ido- 
latry out of the World, either the war* 
flapping of other Gods betides the true, 
or the worshipping the True God un- 
der a Bodily Reprefentation. This is (b 
exprefly fct out by Mofes> and fo much 
inufted on, and profecuted by the fth 

s pbetS) that it will admit of no difpote; 
nor is there any made about it. To 
guard this Capital Article of Religion, 

x God when he lent Mofes to be the De- 
liverer and the Lawgiver of the fern, 
gave bimfelf a particular Name that 
was to be peculiar. to himfelfi (6 tint 
tho Kings or falfe Gods might be catted 
by the other names of the Deity, yet 
this was never given to any of them. 
The Old Teftamtnt being put in Greek 
by the Jews , the Name Jehovah was 
throughout Tranflated by them w/pec. 
I do not infill upon the Article being 

prefixed 
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prefixed to it ; for tho it is fo very 
often, yet lam convince) that there is no 
arguing from that, fince there is fuch va- 
riety in the ufe of it. Now the Greek 
Translation erf the Old Tefiament being 
that which was the mod read and ttfd 
by the Jems in our Saviours time, in 
the whole Phrafiology of their Sa- 
cred reading, wupios and Jehovah were 
one and the fame thing. The Authors 
of the New Tefiament , as they were 
Jews by Birth and Education, fo they 
offered the Gofpcl firft to the Jews. 
fa all that they writ, we fee plainly 
that they had them in their eye /ci- 
ther to convince them, or at lead to 
ipfwer their Prejudices and Objedions. 
And it is certain, that how much fee* 
m that Nation was Anciently bent to 
Idolatry, they were ever after the times 
of the Maccabees fo entirely cured 
of it r that they could not bear any 
approach to it, or ihadow of it. Yet 
the Apoftles through the whole Hew 
Tefiament call our Saviour by the Name 
«tfpios j fcmetimes he is called Lor J, or 
the L*rd, that is with or without the 
Attick, and that fimply without any 
Addition i fometimes my Lord, or our ^ 

Lord t 
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Lords but moft frequently the Lor J 
Jefus Chrifi^ or Jefus Chrtfi.owr Lord: 
Thefe indeed return fo often, efpecially 
in the Ails of the Affiles % and in the 
Epiftles, that they could not be all 
copi'd out in many pages. Now this 
being fo Sacred a Name to the Jem, 
it is impoffible to imagine that the A* 
poftles could intend other in it, but that 
the Jehovah dwelt fo immediately and 
bodily in Chrift Jefm> that by that In* 
dwelling he was truly Jehovah. This 
will be more evident ., if we confiifer 
the Glorious Appearance of God in the 
Holy of Holies, in which there was. a 
Cloud, and within the Cloud a Glory that 
did often {bine out, to fhew an accept 
tation of their Sacrifices and Prayers, 
or to give particular Anfwers, when the 
Holy Prieft came with the Urim in the 
Bread- plate to confult God. This was 
a continued Miracle, and a lively Em* 
blem of the Deity, which is foil; of 
Light and Glory in it felf, but is 
environed with fuch impenetrable dark- 
nefs to us, that we can neither com* 
prehend his Nature nor his Operation 
but as he is pleafed tp fhine out add 
(hew fome what of himfelf to us. B^ 

thai 
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this was yet more than at bare Miracle, 
it was a conftant Prefence and Inha- 
bitation of God* who not only kept 
the Cloud and Light from being diffi- 
pated, which other wife muft have hap ned 
according to the Laws of Matter and 
Motion; buthewasfofignally prefentin 
it, that in the whole Style qf the Old 
Tefiment, Jehovah was faid to dwell be- 
tween the Cheruhins, to Jhme o*t 9 to fbew 
the Light of bis Countenance, or to hide 
bis face, and cover bimfelf mth a thick 
Cloud. He was faid to be in his Temple, 
to fit on bis Throne 5 with a great many 
other Expreffions, which relate to this; 
The Lord $ Gtorj y afid tfee God of Glorr, bis 
appearing in Glory, his coming with Glory, 
4o all belong to this. From whencfc it 
is plain, that a eonftant and immediate 
.rifible Indwelling of the Jehovah was* 
according to the .Scripture-Phrafe, faid 
to be Jebovtb, which was applied to 
nothing elfe. It is further to be obfer* 
ved, That as the Jem called this the 
Gkry (imply, oir the Schecbinab, that is* 
the Inhabitation; fo it was wanting ir* 
the Second Temple ; andthis was indeed 
its greateft want, which no doubt qc« 
cafiond tbe^chief Grief of thofe who 
I mourned 
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mourned when they f«w tbe &ednl 
Temple 5 finte to one who was an Jf 
raeliti indeed, this was thereaKjIoiy jtfce 
Gold, and the Silver being poor nat- 
ters in companion with ffefe/. 3%rib 
aHag.«, were comforted by the ProptKttfeftggar, 
7, », 9- who promifed to them in the Na*Htf4>f 
©od, thbt Goj twaltf fiJ2 the', haft wlib 
bis Glory $ he alio takes off mednermiiis 
from their opiniort of a-defeft fotthevwtt 
of'Gold and Silver,fi»ce that wasaUGoft: 
So that they cffer'd «p nothing in *« 
tohkn, that was dot his Talffcady* lie 
<9/»»y that is promised, was vt© exctfd 
the GUftfofthcformrHnft -• lowitoh 
two great Charters are' a&dcd, 4be 
one, /&*/ Iw xootdd Jhake •aS;4kkm\ 
that is, an Appearance iboufcl eotee* in 
which the Gtfrfifc^flioald be tjonttrned 
in an Eminent manner: The othW'k 
flktf in that ftice he would jgfor Mr* 
Now let <my unprejudiced tnaji Gofltf* 
der, if Herod's rebuilding the Itofllffc 
can in any fort be thought to arifow 
this '•> efpecially the Glory being tojrnjta 
- the true Value of things, and "4n the 

Prophetick Style, to be underitood »f 
that fignal Prefence of God m*he ftefi* 
pie, which was its folid and tme $&)> 

'"■■*.-'- Since 
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$§$ tfceq the 3fap? looked lor this* 
gg(j) that* by Jfiwy Prap&fcs concern* 
igg&e Mejfau, mention was made of 
& #//W% 4V G&iys jhis. cooW b£ • 

meaat no <$m way by tfcew, but that 
girlie was |o reftore thit.GJory to ihf 
femple, or «h«t he wafr to. have it iq 
&B3&f I and fiace it; was *o be gr^te 
ftr#4*» /j&«* of the. former Hotfe, .there 
fl»tftl»Y& beep fome eminent Charar 
dfcr W it bfljand the ifarmer : Iq parr .•_.. 
Jiflular, jthe H'hoJe World was to be , 
flraejc with it , which is .expjsued in 
*he Prophetigk Strain, by ryte .#4*«g 
/&? ffewtnf **d the JBa*#t>, the 8c* <?tftr ' 
the dry Lend ; and the /baking of a0 
pmw, Ida not arguefcom that which , . 
fellows, ,«of f&e dejtre (f *U tfatiw, 
tbecpufe I know it is cagtahle of ano- 
ther Ti&mltfioo, and I wiHiroHd upon 
&re grounds. This <?&ry was likewife ' 
J» &«g £et» with it 5 which ca/uiat ' : 
-fe literally underftood, finee the ferns. 
J»4 vm UttJe Peace , either . from the 
Wiays <» MtrfJ, to whom they apply 
.this; fit from the days of our Saviv 

Sir, ito "whom the Qiuftiaos. apply it, 
ow from ail ,tbis it isbta be' infer-. 
j#d» .jftat to? ApofUes applying .univer- 

I"x fally 
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fstly the name Ktlpos ', to bvfc Saviour , 
could mean no other, but:, that he was 
the true febovah by i moife perfed Ijk 
- dwelling of the Deity in him, than 
that had bfeen which was in the Cloud. 
This Glory was greater than the other { 
for the other dwelt in a Mais of meer 
Matter, whereas this dwelt in the Soul 
and Body of our Saviour ; and a Soul 
is much a perferffcer fort of Being than 
' the pureft Matter poflible. -This ylis 
alfo to laft for ever; whereas tbfc 
other had a determined Duration, and 
came to a period :. and the other did 
fliine out (only upon fpecial Occasions, 
whereas in this We all with ope* fact* 

»Cof}18../i» a glafj beholding the Glory of fbeLorA 

sire changed into the fame Image fr** 

Glory to Glory j -a period made up of 

the Phrafeblog)r that belonged' to the 

Scbecbinab: as is alfo that of hi$ beingtbt 

*lte>l\Brigbtnefs of the Father's Glory, and the 
exprefs Image, or Character, of bit ft* 
'-fin i that of the Word which wan *ak 
fie/by and dwelt among us i and we hekU 

ijohn 14? bis Glory 9 tbc Glory at of the Only Begotti* 
Son of the Father ; that of the tight if 

±Ct*^ tbe Glorious Gofpel, or rather of' the Go* 

* *^fpel of the Ghry of CkrifiytaA M 

of 
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of the light of the knowledge of the Glo- Verfe 6. - 
ry of God in the face or perfon of Jefus 
thrift ; all thefe, with many more that 
might be quoted ; do lb plainly allude 
to the Phrafeology of the Cloud of Glory y 
that it is not poflible for any who 
confider things carefully, to avoid the 
Evidence of it. If it had not been fo, 
what can be faid to juftify this manner 
of expreffion, efpecially the giving the 
Tranflation of the Incommunicable 
Name that was in the Old Tejlament V 
in a thread all over the flew, to our 
Saviour ? This was the laying fnare$ 
for the firft Believers, and that in the 
moft important Point of all Religion ;,sMat 7 . 
fo that nnce our Saviour denounced a 
Wo to him , by whom Scandals Jbotdd 
come; the Appftles were the firft that 
incurred it, if they by a continu d courfe 
of Style led the world to believe that 
a meer man was the great Jehovah. 
If that had occurred *only now and 
then* the extent of the fignification of 
the Greek word might be alledged; but 
it being the Title, which they conftanty 
ly give him, #s well as it was that by 
which the ferns underftood the Jebovab 
to be meant, this cannot in any fort 

I 3 be 
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be juftified from a grofe Abate put 6a 
the y7o*ld j if the Afr^» was not the 
true Jehovah. The great Objection thAt 
• arifes againft this is, that tho *a^9f 
is indeed the common "tranflation for 
Jebovab, yet fometimes it is put forth* 
other Hebrew words, both Blohim and 
Adonai; and that in the Nfcft> T^ftameik 
it is ufed rather in oppofition, or 
more properly in fubordinatibn to the 
name of God, which feems to be-ftattfl 
very plainly by St. Paul, when he fftfi^ 
there were many that were catted Gvd^ 
whether in Heaven or in Marty at theft 
i Cor. J. ' mn Go j $ maH y r and Lords many $ in Of* 

* ' portion to all which he afletts, that t& 
Chriftians there is hut one God the Fa- 
ther, of whom were OfS fhingi% kndwe $k 
him', and one Lord fefiu, by whom ttWr 
*0 things, and we by him : Ffbrtl hence 
it feems that the true Notion of ^his, 
according to St. /Wis, That as the 
Heathen Nations believed fome filpreaA 
Deities, and other deputed or loWet 
Deities, that watch'd over partieufl* 
Nations .5 fo we Chriftians do own only 
*>ne Eternal God, the Creator aridPrtK 
Terverbf allj and one Xbrd, tb whom 

: toe hath given the Government of all 

, things; 
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things: So tfeat this* as. k favours the , 
Notion of one exalted to divine Autho- 
rity and Honor, it does Jikewile take- 
away quite the whole force of this Ar- ' 
gutnent : and fo it cannot be well efla- % 
bliftui without considering tMs very 
carefully. It is then to be obferved, tha$ 
through the Ql J Tcjhment % Go J is fpo- 
kon or under two different Motions * 
the one is general, as he* created and 
governed all things 5 ami the other is. 
fpecial, as he was in Covenant with the 
Jewiih Nation, and as he govern'd 
them particularly by his Laws , was 
prefent among thesi in a Vifibte Sym- 
bol/ and watch'd over them by a #• 
ftinguifhing Providence. In this iaft 
•fcnfc , Jehovah is the Name by which 
he is ftrkSfcly exprefs'd » *s their Fede^ 
ral God, that had an immediate Care 
over thetB^jHpri a Right to them. The 
Nations j&at live*] in Idolatry 5 had 
Notions, which feem to be taken from 
this : For as they believ^ fome fupream 
and feme fubaltern Dekks ; fo they alfo 
fanci'd that fome even* of thofe fupream 
Dpities^ wese more efpc^klly related or 
appropriated to fosie places : thus as 
they awcetv <l them, to beSupream, 

I 4 they . 
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they held them to be Gods; and as they 
believM them to have a fpecial Reh- 
tion to any Place or Nation, they were 

v efteeiiiM according to this piece of Jewifh 
Phrafeology here usM by St TauU Lords 
as weir as Gods. In oppofition to all 
which, we Chriftians own but one Su- 
pream God : and we do alio believe, that 
this great God is alfo our Federal God, 
pr Jehovah, by his dwelling in the Hu? 
man Nature of Jtfus Chrtfi : So that 
he is our Lord, not by an affiimption into 
high Dignity, or the communicating 
divine Honor to him, but as the E« 
ternal Word dwelt bodily in him j and 
thus he is our Lord 9 nqt as a Being diflitwft 
froip, or deputed by the great God , 
but as the great God manifefting himfelf 
in bis Flefh or Human Nature : which 

• |s the great My fiery of Godtinefs, or of 
true Religion : and this wtSLave a clear 
account of all thoie other pauages of the 
{tew Ttftament, in which the Lordjefush 
mentioned as diftindfc from, or fubordi- 
nate to God and his Father. The one 
|s the more extended Notion of God, 
as the Maker and Preferver of all things, 
jiqd the other is the more fpecial Notion, 
g§ appropriated tq Chriftians, by which 
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God is federally their God, Lord, or 
Jehovah. This I think- does fully efta~ 
blifh this Arguments and takes away 
the whole force of the Obje&ion againft 
it. But to carry this yet further; The 
Apoftks do not only name him thus, 
in all their Writings, but they do pro- 
pole him as the proper ObjecSt of Ado- 
ration , at the fame time that they 
commanded the World to renounce all 
Idolatry, and to ferve the living God. iTi^Cv 
StPaul gives this definition of Heathenifh 9 ' 
Idolatry, that it was a Worfhip given 
to thofe who by nature were not (W* J 4 GJ. I. 
yet. he prays toCbrift, he prays for 
Qrace \ Mercy and Peace from him to all 
the, Churches he writes to; he gives 
him Glory for ever end ever j a Phrafe 
eatprefling the highefl; A& of Adora- 
tion : he believes in him, he ferves, him, 
he gives Blefling in his Name ; he fays, 
that all in Heaven and Earth mu(t. con- *Phil. 10. 
/fefs him, and frtn? fofore him ; a Phrafe 
importing Adoration 3 he : fays, the An- Hcb , tf- 
gels of God worfhip him. In other Epi- 
stles this is alfo often mentioned, and 
in St. ^*itsVifions, all the Hods above rcv.j. g. 
are reprefented as falling down before 
Jlim to WQrityp Jiim. Now tho bare 

Incurvation 
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Incurvation does not import Divine 
A Worfhip,butmaybcmadetoaC>wiiire} 
yet Incurvation joined with Prayers, 
Ads of Faith and Troft, and Pnufa, 
is certainly Divine Worfhip. N Since then 
our Saviour in his Temptation foidto 
the Devil, that according to the Law 
4.Mat.io. toe mufl toorjhip the Lor J our GoJ 9 mi 
v^^'ferve him only; fince ajfo the Angel 
when he ' reproved St John for falling 
down before him, bids him worfbtf 
God; then when thefe things are hid 
together , and it: appears that all the 
Acb of Adoration by which we wor* 
ihip God , are alfo afcribed to Chriit, 
: and offered up to him, either it mad 
be confefs'd, that he is truly <3od, o* 
that th6 Cihriftian Religion fets up Uot 
latry at the fame time that it fecms 
to defign the pulling it down every 
where ; as if Idolatry had only been^ 
to bd changed in its obje#, and to b* 
transferred from all others to the Period 
of our Saviour. 

This point of the worfhip of Chri$ 
is fo plainly 1st forth • in the item f& 
ftament y that "die chief Oppofers of the 
Article of his Divinity have averted it 
with fo much Zeal,. that they deny 

that 
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that fiith as rerofe to pay it to him, 
defefve to be called Chriftians : and yet 
fhete is not any one point that is more 
ftUy and frequently condemned through 
the whole Scriptures, than the wor- 
ihipping a Creature. It is alfoamain 
part bf all the Exhortations of the A- 
poftles. Angels were often fent on Di- 
vine Deputations, as the Inftruments of 
thief great Gout, but yet they were never 
to be Worfhjpped. Idolatry is an EMI 
in it: felf, and is not only the Tranfgref- 
fidn of a pofitive precept, it is a trans- 
ferring of the Honor and Homage due 
to the Author of our Being., and the 
Fountain of all our Bleflings, and the 
afcfibing thefe to a Creature; it is a 
Wbrfliippidg the Creature levies the 
tftittr: And if the feme A6ts of* 
ftayfer and Thanksgiving in the fame 
Wfrckj can be offered up both* to the 
Creature and the Creator, then how 
can We ftill think that Go J is a jealous ^ ^ 8> 
God, and that be wiB not give his Glory ' ' 
to mother ?'„• In a word , this is that 
Which Jeems fo fenfible, that one does 
not knoW what to think of thofe men's 
Reafons, who cannot bring themfelves 
to believe any thirty concefning the 

divine 
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Divine Nature, which difiers from their 
own Notions, and yet can fwallow 
dowhfo vaftan Abfurdity, that is more 
open to the compafc of their Underftand- 
ings, asihat the fame Acts in which we 
acknowledge and adore God j flrould be 
at the fame time offered up to a Crea- 
ture. 

But to urge this a little more clofe- 
Iy i it is well known how averfe the 
fern were to all the appearances of 
Idolatry, in our Saviour's time ; their 
Zeal againft the figures of the Roman 
Eagles, fet over the Temple-gates by 
Herod y and againft the Statue of Crf- 
lig*bi befides many other Inftances, 
prove this beyond all queftion. They 
were much prejudiced againft the Apor 
. ftles, as well as they had been againft 
our Saviour; and the Apoftles do in 
ieveralpauagesof their Epiftles fet down 
thefe their prejudices, together with their 
own Anfwers to them : They except- 
■ .•" .' ed to the abrogating the Moiaical Orcft* 
nances, and to their calling in the <?«*■ 
tiles 9 and aflbciating • themfelves wha 
them : But it does not appear that they 
did ever charge them with Idolatry , 5 
nor dp the Apoftles in any hint ever 

offer 
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offer to vindicate themfelves from* that 
Afperfion. Now if Cfarift had been on* 
|y a Man Deifi'd, advarie'd to Divine 
Honor, or if he had been ever fo No* 
ble a part, and even the firft part of 
therCreation, and had been now made the 
Objedt of the worfliipof theChriftians, 
let any man fee, if it is conceivable, 
that the Jews who. were fuch impla- 
cable Enemies to Christianity, ihould 
not have held to this as their main 
Strength and chief Obje&ion : Since 
as this was a very popular thing , in 
which it was eafy to draw in all their 
Countrymen 5 fo it was the eafieft, as 
well as the mod important part of their 
Plea: They Alight have yielded, that 
all the Miracles of Chriftand his A po- 
tties Were true, and yet upon this pretence 
of Idolatry, they had the exprels words 
of their Law on their fide. If there ^ Deut IJ# 
arifeth among you a Prof bet , or a drea* 1,2. 
mer of Dreams , and giveth thee a fign 
or a wonder ; and the fign or the wonder 
come to pafs, whereof he f pake unto thee y 
faying. Let us go after other gods which 
thou haft not known ■, and let us ferve 
them : Thoufhalt not hearken to the words . 
tfthat Prtpbet) or that Dreamer of dr earns f 

for 
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for tfo Jjtrd ywt God provetb ytUjPf 
know vobetber ye love the Lord your .$<# 
with a$ your Heart and with all yourSotfl. 
Tbis was fuch an exptefc and fall P^r 
cifwa of the Cafe that he may imagine 
any rfwng, that can imagine tha^^to 
could have pa& it by , ana" jt&t #pgr 
flwuW not have o^jeded k, or $ ba,t {jjjp 
Apoftles, if theit Dodrioe had t^ep 
either that of tlje 4ria** f or of jj^ 
6V^/a*j,fhould not have eitfier anfw£i-£l 
or prevented the Obje&ion , fee tfaff 
dwell long upon things that were^u^i 
lels important. Several that, join'd tbqm- 
felves to Chriftianity were fcan4aljz*^, 
and fell hacjs to tlje fern*, but it does 
not appear* that any of th?m ,e^r 

* charged then) with Idolatry , . or t^t 
the Jetos ever teproach'd them witfr i$j * 
which yet we cannot think they woi&l 
riot have done, if the- Qmftians ^ 

_ ofler'd divine Adoration to a Cre$tn&> 
to one that was a meer man >ne^Jy 
■ '' dignifi'd , or that had been 4i*ade -fey 
God before a|J his .other Works. J^efe 
a Creature was made a God , and <|fce 
Chriftians were guilty of ii?rving otfeer 
gods, whom their Fathers had.jjpt 
known. 

■..-.'■ this 
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Bms cannot be retorted oa us, who 
believe that Chrift was God by vertue 
of the Indwelling of the Eternal Word 
in him. The Jews could make no Ob- •• 
yc&ion to this, who knew that their 
Fathers had worfntpped the Cloud of 
Sloty becaufe of God's retting upon A: 
So the adoring thtMeffiat upon tjie fuppo- 
fafefiof the Godheads dwelling Bodily 
ia&to, could bear no debate among a eA9 '[ 
the Je»s ; and fince it was fingly upon 
Wiis point, that they could let it pafs 
iwthouttiifmgQbje^ionsorOifficttlties 
tbout it, andfindb we find in fad:, that 
4hey did let it pafs; and that the Apo- 
'.ftles made no Explanations upon it, we • 
have all pofliWe reafon to conclude, 
*hat it was thus underftoofl of all hands 
sat that time. I dunk it is not poflible 
Voimagine/ that this could be otherwife : 
fe that upon thefe rReafons , we may 
well and fafcly determine , that Cbrift 
was truly both God and Man;. and 
that <be Godhead did as really dwell 
In -his Human -Nature, and became u- 
Mted to it, as oar. Souls dwell in our 
Bootes, and are united to them. 

^Having then hud. down this Matter, 
fioom Authorities :Uhtt aud through the 

whole 
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whole frew Teftament, and that return 
often in every Book of it, I may now 
ttpon greater Advantages refer fitch as 
* will defcend to a more particular En- 
quiry , to all thofe pafiages that atfert 
sCoLitf. chrifts having created all things , Angels 
afam.i. ** ^f as Men; that be is over aS and 
1Cor.1Js.i0 aB\ before all things; in whom aB thing 

* tot P J$ f* h $ * th * be * the LorJ *f elm h 
H. y * the Great God, and the trke .<**/§* m 

iKw.i. Lord Almighty, who was, is, and » to 

Vvfiliu eome; who knows all things, and case 'do 

i Tim-6. whatfoever he will', who is the firfi tad 

17 vk\6 tkt W> tbe Ki "& "f K i*gSi and Lord tf 

lot*?; Lords; who alone bath Immortality; wkt 

toao." was in the form of God l , and thought 

<Joh.S4- it' no robbery to be equal with God; whs 

iTimiie wt& raife the dead at the laft day;, and 

9 R(m 'i* judge the World; who is God ntauifefted 

in the Flefh, the great Myflery of God- 

linefs j who is ovet all God blejffed fir 

ever, Thefe and- many more fuch like 

pafiages, but above all, the Beginning*)!: 

the Gofpel of St. John, on which I neW 

not infift, fince that has been done *wim 

fuch Strength and Clearness of Bleafon 

by a much better hand ; All thefe fia^c 

parilages, I fay,arefomany expre&i*foofs 

of this great Article of our Religion, 

that 
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that I am confident/ thofe who havfc 
doif^d thdbielves erf that great preju- 
dice agathft it, to which the firft part 
6f this Difcourfe was dire&ed , cannot 
read them without feeling that they 
are wreftiing againft the full current 
Of the whple ife iv Teftament^ who oppofe 
this.. — ; , ' « 

r know a great deal has been faidto 
take off the force of every one of them ; 
for if a # man refolves beforehand not to 
believe a thing, he may eiffly bring out 
matter enoughto avoid the nioft expreTs 
.worcjs that can be invented: yet this 
I dare pofitively affirm, jthat at their rate . 
of anfwering pafiages, with which *we 
urge* therti, it were eafy; to anfwerthe. 
moft exprefs words that we could be 
capable to contrive, for fetting out out 
Do&rine: to which this is iikewife to 
be added, That it will be very bird 
to prefetfve any refped: for Writings 
that are filled with loch Intimations of 
fo Important a Doifrine £ all which at 
firft view feem to curry, a Sfenfe which 
* they jijfJge- Monftrous and Impious, and • 
that with much labour and difficulty 
are wrought to another fenfe. It will 
not be eafy to think. tho& men had "• 
.../ • ' k the * 
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the common Agrees of H«»fly fttf 
Difetftioo, no* jto fpeafc pf jaJpiration* 
who writ in fiich a S*yle, with fech 
Phrafes, and in foch a cflntintfd Sgafa, 
that ordinary Readers n^ft ftunib|e. m 
every ftep ; and that is a.pojnt of %P 
vafl Cc^qj«wtee, as whetjher % m«fr 
» Creature is the great and true Goa^ # 

twt ? and that a $rea* deal of pqrte* 
rity and Diligence is o^WF to S& 
them another fenfe. I rnnft o.wn, tfejt 
if I could tlwi <o of the Scrip#sB$, 
I ihould lofe all Etfeem far them* asp 
could think no othefr of the PcjHWP 
of them, but that their great Atfedyp 
ibr their Mailer, had led them to fey 
. many things concerning him, that weje 
Exceffive and Hy perhojical , aa4 net 
ftrictly true. This ; \$ KreraHy,, wd 
without any aggravation* the feofewu 
I have of this Matter : and the pcophajae 
Trihe of tiletsitfs go aU into thjs, of 
laughing down all Myfieiks 5 knowing 
well, that when they have once gaiap 
. that point , the Item, Teltmett it 6)t 
will he laughed down next, in which 
they ate ib plainly contain'ds And indeed, 
the Chriflian Regligion muft be the torn 
felf-contradidling of all the ReJigiOwifl 

tie. 
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tU World* fintfe it does fo often, 
condemn the worshipping *>f Creg- 
tores , and yet heaps ail forts of Di- 
vine Honors op a Creature j and $t. 
Jf&tmtyft be a moft incongruous Writer* 
who could at the copclijjpn of )}is6rft 
Spiflk, fay of Cbrjft Jefos, » « the 
im (m t <W &terwd $Aft } end in the * 
vtry nett words *dd, £if/& Cktljre* -.• 
Im/ your fellas from Jd«U\ when Ml 
the very preceding wqrds be bad been 
letting them on to it , if $t. /Ws de- 
finition, muft hold true, that Idolatry Is 
ajirvqe te thofe.whe by nature ere mt- 
t?ds. 

U is true, upon this they will few* 
taineteand&y, that tfrere being nothing 
fiaote «*prefly and frequently cootain'd 
in Scripture, and that indeed arifes 
npre plaioly out of ou? idee of God, 
than that he is <W , we deftroy thai 
by fetting.up Thee* This would prpfe 
hard , if we did a#rnj three rfijftrf 
B*i*& $ fe#t fince that which is (to in 
it feff, n»y be three in Other refpeds* 
j» is only % c®»fe|U£Bce that they infer, 
fctft which we deny , that we fet up 
Wore Gods than one ; and no roan is 
fcbe eharf'd with the fuppos'd confer 
"■ ; ' K a (juenees 



Digitized 



by Google 



ijt • Concerning the Divinity 

sciences of his Do&rine, when he hlm- 
; -felf does not own them ,' bpt denies 
them,* and; thinks he can plainly Ihow 
that they d6 not'neceflarily follow from 
it. We do plainly perceive in bur felves 
: two, if not three different Principlcfs of 
. Operation, that do not only differ, as 
# Uhderftandine diid Will, which ire only 
different njodes of thinking,; but differ 
in thfcir Ghara&eJr and way df Opera- 
tion. All our Cogitations andReafoh- 
ings are a fort of A&s ', in which, we 
can reflet on the way how we operate} 
we perceive that we aft freely In them , 
and that we turn our Minds to fuch 
"Obj&Srs arid Thoughts as we pteafe. 
But by another Principle of which we 
perceive nothing, and can reflect upon 
no part of it, we live in our BotJies; 
we animate and adtuate them , we re- 
ceive' lienfations fr^^ them, and give 
Motions to themj vfre liye arid die, 
ami do not know how air this is 
'dohe. It feems toi be by feiiie Etna- 
-nation from our Souls, in which we 
db not feel that we have any liberty, 
and fo we -rtiuft. conclude , that this 
} Principle in u^is natural and neceflary. In 
A6ts of Memory, Imagination vand JW£ 
i ; * : . -courf^ 
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courfe, there feems to be a mixture of 
both Principles, or a third that refults 
. out of them : for we feel a freedom in 
one refped:, but t as for thofe Marks that 
are in our Brain, that fet things in our 
Memory, or furnifli us with words, we 
are neceflary Agents, they come in out 
way, but we do pot know how. f We 
cannot call up a Figure of things or 
words at pleafare. Somediforderinour 
Mecha nilxn hides or flattens them, 
wiiich wfen it goes off, they ftart up 
andferveus, but not by any A& of 
our Underftanding or Will :. Thus we 
fee thar in this fiogle : undivided Ef- 
fence of. ours, thiere are different Pjrin* 
ciples of Operation^fo different, as UU 
berty and Necefiity are from one ano? 
ther: I am far froni thinking, that this 
is a proper Explanation or Refemblance 
of this My fiery; yet it may be called in 
fome fort an Illuftration of it, finoe it 
# ihews us fronr our own Composition, 
that in one Bflence there may be fuch 
different Principles, whidi in their pro* 
per Gharader y- may be brought to the 
terms of a ContradiAion, of being fteti 
*&d not free. So in the Divine ElOtettte, 
Which is the fimpjeft and perfedfceft .17- 
■ v ' K 3 nity, 
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ttitf , thcie tmf be three * that may 
hay* a mver fity of Operations a* well 
m Qeconohjics. Byihe firft* <Sod may . 
.be fuppo&! to have tnade antf to gp- 
yem all thjties : by the feo6hd* to have 
actuated aodbcen raoft pcrfc#ly united 
to the Humanity of Chrift 5 and by tb» . 
third, to have Infpirtt the Petn-men of 
the Scaiptufes, and the Workers of Mi? 
fades, add ttjll to fenew and fortify aft 
good Minds; But tho we cannot cxjplalij 
How they ate Three j ana" have a crM 
divet(ky from one another, fo that the* 
are not barely dtffenrit Names aaj 
Modes * yet we firmly -believe that thai* 
1$ but one Ood, and with this I condad? 
all tbar I have inlenifcd to fcy oil th|. 
Hesd ef the Difimtt 1f C!#ifl. ' 

The next Head tmt I have nbw be- 
fore me , is his 0etttk and Stfjrriagq 
Which I intend to treat id the ftntf 
Beneral way, in which X (smfidefd lift 
lornm I mulV firft obferve, tfeiaf Sohw*? , 
men and the Writer* of pofitive Ufcij 
nicy 1 , have upon: ttu* Head Ibid tbnllfr 
a great many Subtihtes , in which tiHi 
$cfiptnre is abfoturely fttem* V : >.-- 
' They ibtgm wfcha Pofition, that i$ 
thcfettndanoaof aft t|*ek Gtol*ibtt*> 
.-.:■- • ■••• •::•■ V-: J *■ "That 
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tftteGtidcanriot fteeljr forgfre (in $ that 
tymtfmiog as well as remunerative Ju- 
Rice, are dTential to him * that God 
B^ Ihfinire, every Gn%K*tennithlin 
has an infinite GuHt , and mutt be et- 
$Mt& either by Ads of infinite Value, 
or" of ffifihhe Duration ; and that a 
sri 01 inJnflnite Nature* was only pa* ' 
He of Ads of an infinite Value j that 
■ft- one was neceffiry for expiating 
fltf. But in all this gradation, there 
ft one mftin fiefed, That the Scripture 
ftts none of tfcefe Speculations before 
tfs;. nor is iteafie to apprehend, that a 
ti|ht of puflffltfnfe which is in the Ifi- 
^^br5andati|htt0'ftttewar4 which 
panes from hnh' to the tjetfoo that ao» 
Wires it, ihbnld be etraaffy eflehtial to 
Gof . In the one, his Rdehty and Juftice' 
#e' bound , becaofe of the right that 
ictraes tb another ; out the other of . 
|tfn?fliing, feehiti to tfe a Right that fc 
Veiled iir himfelf, Which he may efcheir ' 
oft or not, as he plesncs : and if every 
6n, as beirig of infinite <5ailt, muft be 
expiated by an infinite Ad, it will hot 
be eaSy to make this out, how the- 
A6fe of Ctirift , tho infinite in Value, 
mould ftand in a ftruft Equality with 
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all' the fins of fq many men j every one 
pf which isf of Infinite .guilt., Then** 
fore thefe being a fubtil Contexture olf 
Legal Metaphificks, of which the Scrips 
tuye is filent:/ it teft becomes us to 
tajce our Notion? /from the Scriptures 
|hemfelyes., Jt r is true, jM'*f and J#r 
fiijfcatfan being the tdrms ufed upoe 
this He^. in rfonje of the.Epiftles, that; 
foepis *q give fome Authority to thofe 
Reckonings which are laid down to make 
M?*i% a Jumce in all God's Proceedings. 
JRut thofe who obferve the Style of the 
J^criwures qiore narrowly, will fee that 
jthpfe yords import no more, but a ftate 
pi Favour and AcccptationMth God$ foir 

^acceptation that had feryed God in thp 

Mofaical Difpenfation ; and the Rigbte r 

wfnefs of Faith w*s the Acceptation 

ijiat a manr in,, the Gofpel- Difpenfiition 

jiad in \\$ jightof Qod ; fo that the 

* frequent % vfe -of thpfe, words will be 

fojmd 40 have ho relation to thofe fub? 

;$ weighings of Infinities „onp againfl: 

another. 

. * Byt I go next to fliew in what Nor 

^ion, and' under what a fet of Phrafes 

|bj§ naatter 14 ftated fo us in the Ney 

' * Y V Teftament { 
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Teftarnent : It is then to be confider'd, 
that when the Hew Teftarnent was writ, 
there was not aity one thing that all 
people underftood better, than the Sa- 
crificatory Style, and all the Phrafes 
that belonged to it. The Jews werd 
much accuitom'd to it, and had a great 
variety of Sacrifices that they ofter'd 
up to God ; and the Gentiles were like* 
wife well acquainted with all the feveral 
forts of Sacrifices , that iis'd to be of- 
fered iip among them. And this was 
not one of the fecrejs of their Religion, 
that was kept only among the Priefts y 
and was not ta be communicated to the 
people; it was known to them all mofi 
particularly, for they were to bring and 
offer thofe Vi&ims. Therefore it is plain,* . 
that no Forms of Speech were then fo ."- 
fiijly and fo generally underftood as thofe 
which related to Sacrifices. The Hea* 
fbm had their Expiatory and Piacular 
Sacrifices, by which they did reckon 
that they transfer^ their fins on the 
nva or beaft that was devoted, and that 
they thereby expiated them; and thofe 
they reckoned aton'd the offended Deity 
hy their death, which they fuflerd in 
jheiytftead : They alfq h»d iBfmyLuftrati : 
•' * ^ * '-: ons 
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6t£ arid abtotfoiw t»o» ftidr ttBerifcg 
the* Sacrifice to iifltert tffee Attiriemfeofc 
that #as mide by them : add at tW» 
lHaktofe their Ctoeaaflte, the* had ». 
(bftficeT with whiCh they propitiated 
HeaVcft, Aid ftai'd thett OSVeMit: tfcis 
^»«d"e*plitatySac^ifictefh^beerii». 
di^tedifcAnde^tahdfotiMveflaliyft^ 
that it Jshot^ttttriniJtfcftable Cohjeftitfe, 
td thibk thit tHete^ai aTrM^drf i^9- 
vd^6fit,cd«veyydowi!fr6ttiWWj&. We 
ate t^erjr iitfi, that bet!* Qreiks and 
Jta***j ufcre at the tifti6 titft ttfe 
Jfap ftjfcwkM* wis wrltted, Ve# fafi of 
flie* StyW add Phrafts that belctfgVl to 
fctyiatcTj&crifcfe. *he>ifc wtaa 
Itffcicatafo^ 

if Hot Siof ioq xrapafi-Cmtrtn^; nttftt 
great jreariy tefrfalbtf ty the ftterlW 
of a-Qbat; thejr Wifift 4 fted-GW ftf 4 
|>ectfai , mamie/, ahd \frlthits4:fli^r 
weretfcrMRI i*T ferWded. tft 
alfc their daity Oflerittgs rif two L 
• *nd their Feaee*Oflerfn|$, and Frcci 
Ofibiflgs ,• #»<Hn tfteft Lay their 
trifiee was eaffd thit 4f*e*toh 9 
which tbeirUrt waV forgftefi ; it w*ri 
fo ftid td &<# /&& /****£/, . whfch i 

ggwng tfifctya' Wpafe hurting <3t 
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for while a ma& flood udder the guilt 
of his fin, liable to punifliment, he was 
aid ft) Arir to Iniquity: Their Sin-Of- 
ferings were in their Language callM 

Diflfly tbeir JfttS; W which tho OUT 

tranflatar* have added the ttord <#w* 
% yet in the Hebe* they are calfcl 
Si* or Trtffafi, and in the Gretk, reft-; 
~fat*$fir Sht} and in this all the peo- 
ple of that Nation were certainly well 
ittfthided, ft being by thefe* that their 
Prtfciences were quieted, their Sins par- 
<Wd, and God reconciled to them. 

So this ground that Hay down is cer- 
tain, That there .was not any one fore 
of things, which the Whole World knew 
better than afl that belongM to Slacrk 
fees. At the time of writing the Hm 
TtfiatntKt they certainly were more ac- 
coitern'd to it, and underftood fc fflucn 
better than we generally do now , irt 
Ages in which thofe pra&ices have $ 
long ceas'd, that the Memory of thetri 
h mite extinguuVd. It is iffdeed very 
ptbbaWe, that many particular fhrafes 
belonging to them, might have been; 
by a Poetical Liberty, eatended to other 
Nfettera : for things of tha ficred'ft na- * 
tore are by Poets and ^rstorsmade me 
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\ of to jgive the livelieft Illuftrations, and 
raife the ftrongetf paffions poffible : - yet 
after all, an entire Thread of a facrifi- 
catory Style , was a Form of defcrij** 
tioq, .that the W^rld muft have known 
. could belong only to an Expiatory Sacri- 

- fice t> that is, to fome perfon or thing 
that was devoted to God by a Sinner 
in his own ftead, and upon the account 
of. Jtus fin and guilt was to be fome way 
defttoy'd, in fign of what he own'd Ije 
had deferv cf ; and this was to be done in 

, order, to the reconciling the guilty Per* 
fonto God , the G»iU being transferM 
from the Perfon; to the. Sacrifice ; and 
God by accepting the § Sacrifice, was ; re- 
concil'd to the perfon, whofe fin was 
iipoo that account forgiven. . This being 
thus laid down,' let us look next to the 

. whole ftrain of the New Teftament par- 
ticularly; to thofe parts of it in which 
this matter is more fully, treated a- 
bout. 

'. Here I will again follow „tbe method 
that I took upon the former Head, and 
not ehfer fo particularly upon the-Cirfc 
ticifms of fome pftflages, but will view 

• the thing in grofs, that feeming to-be 

both the moft convincing way in it felf s 

" ' and 
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and the beft firited to my prefent.pur- 
pofe. I muft further obferve, that this 
was a point of vaft Confeqtjenee, as be- 
ing that which concprn'd men's Peate - 
with God, the pardon of their fins, and 
their hopes of Gods Favour, and of Eter- 
nal Happin§fs. Therefore we ought not 
to imagine, that Rhetorick or Poetical 
Forms of Speech could be admitted here, 
to* the aggravating of fo folemn a piece 
of our ReligiQn beyond its true value ; 
fo that we muft conclude, that here, if 
in ahy thing, the Apoftles writ ftridl- 
ljr/befides that their manner of writing 
is always plain and (imple. Wheifthen 
they fet forth the. Death of Chrift with 
all the Pomp of the facrificatory* Phra- 
fes , we muft* either believe it to be a 
true Propitiatory Sacrifice, or otherwife 
we muft look upon them as warm in- 
difcreet men , whofe Affed^ions to our 
Saviour heated them fofar, as tocarty 
them in this Matter out df all meafure 
far beyond the truth. ' , * 

Thofe .who oppofe this Article, believe 
that Chrift only died for our good, but 
not in our (lead ; that by his Death he 
might fully confirm hisGofpel, and give 
it a great Authority, that fo it.might 
... have 
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have the mow .Influence won «» ? tf$ 

«JUq believe, that by hi* ^ying, he &» 

tended to (et us a, 919$ perfecr patted 

of ^dng the flurpeft Springs, wj£ 

?he perfcaeft Patience and Sifeffly 

to the Will of God , and the moft '&* 

tire ChajUy to- thofe at whofe tenfr 

we fttffcr $ and. that by doing thiffc $? 

was to Merit at Ood's hands tba»%rewif 

Authority,, with which he know ve& 

ed'for our good, that fo he nngfct efc 

tain a Power to oner the WorkJ itfee 

pswjonof fin upon their true Rjepejp 

, tance* and finally, That he died if 

Order to bisRefarre^ibo, and fox gwini 

a fenfible Proof of thetmain Arim 

of h» Religion, That we ihatf all .& 

raifed up at the laft day J there&fe h$ 

was to die, and that in foci* a manner* 

that no man might qaeftion the tru$ 

of it, that io his Reforre<aion raigft; 

give a moll demonftrative Proof wp 

of the poflibility of it, aod of our hei(| 

tp be raifed up by him, who was th)» 

declared to be *he Son of God, by his 

Rifing from the dead. 

On the otner band* we believe' that 

' God intending to pardon fin, and ip 

call the WorQ by the offers of it tp' 

c Repentance* 
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Jtypotajac? ,defa»'4t<»& \t to foefcama* 
Wf^flwiuldtjqm give w the higfaeftldew 
tf the guilt of fiMndahoof hisownjAve 
indGopdnefstou%wh«3bbetb«eofder'd: 
Tim after that Pivtae Porfcg fc whom 
4w*k fie gtewUWirjf, had Anciently 
opened hi* Doftrioe, wdfe«4fet»perfc*a 
lattera of Holiocfc no the world, be 
w^tohefeUeaonbyaosu^yof perfidi- 
ous and cruel mea,wbo after way had lot* 
dadhim withaUttefptteful aadnproach- 
&I Uiege tint they could ia vent, they in 
c«adjoiwa Crucified him; l*»U the while 
beariag, hefidetthofe vifible Sufftriogs ia 
lusM^moft weKpreObleAgoniesia his 
MiodJx>thbefore«Dddyriagt&efeiu$Sln^ 
&mp; and yetbeariog them withamoft • 
a^okteSuhoiiflioRto his Father's WUI^od 
aperfiMaCharitytoth6fehi*Periecators; 
aed that to all this, be willingly ofier'd 
himfclf to fijfiof both upon on* at 
audio our ftsad, which wjufoac 
of Qo4 that he not only taifed him I 
the dead, and egabed him up on 

r* 'ag to him even as he was 
power both hi Heaven and Earth, 
hat that vipon the account of it , he 
ofier'd to the Wof Id the pardon of 
$os, fef&her with all thofe other Blef 

fing* 
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fings which accompaity* it in hisGofpeJ, 

and that he will have us in all our Prayers 

for pardon, or other favours, claim them 

through that Death, and owe them-to it 

••• Thefe are the two contrary Doctrines 

upon this Head. Now let us fee fcrtrich 

of them comes neareft the Manner and 

Style in which the Scriptures fet it out 

in the Hew tefiament. Chrift is faid to 

. ' a .have reamciU us to his Father ; to hem 

JpJc. a a .H Tropitiation, to have born ourfms>andtt 

tCot.i$.'i, aV g i eeH bruised for our Iniquities i to 

I Cor y have been made fin for us ; to'have been 

ii. ' accurfed for us y to have given bimfelf 

'?!*' f or our fi* s ■'■» tbat * he mt & ht re ^ etm w . 

I lit W'. from aO Iniquity, j he it faid to have died 
aoMat.*«.^, or in the fiead of our fins ; tohdve 

3 Rom. gi wn his' life a ranfomfor us, or h lieu 

4 Rom. of us\ he is faid to have born our fint 
ay» on his own tody \ he has appointed a per- 
f^ffaSd petual Remembrance of his Death in 
to the cni thefe words ■,,. That his body was broke* 
i Cot. i. for/us i and that his blood was jbed. for 
IepM ..many for the Remiffion of ■$**$. ..Rmijjm 
i Col. 14, .of fins is offered in his name, and thrvugb 

• ao > aI - bis, blood, God (aid upon him the inidui- 

tfcsof*sa£;hewas'outjuftificatioi t 

' our place and Our redemption ; He is called 

* Jofc*j>. the Lamb of God that- taketh away the 

'■ •-'- ' 6ns 
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fm of the world. His Death and fete* 
ceflion are very copioufly compared to 
the Expiation made on the folemn day 
of the Atonement for the whole Nation 
of the Jews, on which after the Sacri* 
fice was offered on the Altar* the High 
Pricft carri'd in the Blood to the Holy 
of Holies, and fet it down before the 
Cloud of Glory, as that which reconciled 
that people to God. This is done in 
fo full a Difcourfe, and with fuch a Va- 
riety of Exprefiions, that it is not eafy to 
imagine, how any thing could be more 
plainly told* VLe is call'd the High-Prieft pj&k t i; 
that was confecrated to -offer m Sacrifices ",13,14. 
for the people j it is faid , That be bat 8 26 ^ 
entred into the Holy Place by his own Blood, 10. iW. 
having obtain d Eternal Redemption for us. *«> l W4 : 
His Blood purges our Coufciemes from dead %9% 
works 1 to ferve the living God J he bath 
put away Jin By the Sacrifice of bimfelfi> 
and was once offered to bear the fins tif 
many ; we are Sanftijfd by the offering 
of the Body of ChriH once for us all j ana 
after, be had offer d one Sacrifice for fiusi 
be for ever fate down on the right bona 
of God, having by that one Offering jot 
ever perfected them that are fatifttfietti 
fo that we enter into the holiefi by the Blm, 

h If 
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of fefiu : He is alfo compared to the 
Sacrifice that was burnt without the 
i).Heb. Camp ; and that he might Sanfftfy the 
*** ** people with his own Blood, he fnffefdwith* 
out the Gate - y and he is call'd that great 
Shepherd of the fheep through the hhod tf 
the everla/Hng Covenant. 

Now let it be confider*d, That as this 
Argument is in fome places clofely pat- 
nVd in many chofen and ftricV ExpreA 
(ions , k> it returns in a great variety 
of Phrafes through the whole Epiffles; 
in fo many different [daces, and on fo 
many ieveral occasions, that nothing 
» can appear plainer in words,' than that 

; the Apoftles confider'd this as the Capital 
Article of their whole Doctrine, aitiPrJte 
Main Point given them in Gommmlon. 
In their preaching to all Nations they 
inculcate it chiefly, they repeat itoftetr, 
and for ought, I have been able to judge* 
they have not left one (ingle Phrafe that, 
bclong'd to Sacrifices in, the OhkTeft* 
menty which they have not applied to 
the Death of Chrift in die Hew. It is 
true, they mention his Refurredion ofl 
ten* as the Great and Eminent Proof of 
Ghrift's being the Mefias; but they never 
apply that with thofe lively and inflam'd 

Expreflions 
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Expreflions to men's Confciences, that 
they do his Death and Sufferings. The 
Merit is plainly put there; the Refur : 
r&tfon being the Glorious Reward and 
Confeqfuence of it. Upon his Death arid 
Crffs it is that the£ dwell the mod ; 
th6y fit an infinite Value upon fiis 
Loving us, and dying for us: Now if 
h£ had only di'd for our good, tho it is 
i^t to be denfd, but that this was a great 
Evidence of perfed Love ; yet the world 
was full of Stories of men that had did 
for thei* Country ; fo that barely the 

<fyfog f° r our g°°d» tf & had not been 
JikeWife in our fiead , could not have 
born (uch a fublime Strain as that is in 
Which they let this out. 

If our Saviour had only been to en- 
dure thofe bodily Torments, how vio- 
tetit {pever , „ it does not give any ex- 
traordinary Character of him, that the 
Very night before, he w^ fo exceed- 
ingly dmazdix the profpe& of what he 
^aS ehtring upon, that he became for- 
totifid even to tie death ; and wasjin fuch t% l<vfa 
4b6tfily Agony, jthat'fais Sweat feB dow*$ M & 
& grew drops of Blood \ which fhews that 36,37, 3*- 
his Mind was then in a much more un- 
conceivable and unfupportable Agony; fo 

L x that 
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that an Angel was fent froni Heaven 
to comfort hirti. Now if there was 
no mord in his Sufferings than that 
which we fee, here is a depreflion fair 
% below what great Heroes have exprefs*d 
even during the mofl: extream Sufferings ; 
and yet this was at a diftance from 
them, only upon the profpe<3: of their 
coming on. All the while before, our 
Saviour knew they were coming , and 
yet till then , no Agony is heard of; 
which intimates, that there was foroe^ 
what peculiar in it, which fome Churchqs 
have in their Liturgies calTd very pro- 
perly his unfpeakahle and unutterable Suf- 
ferings. They are fo indeed 5 for we who 
have only a Notion of vaft Agonies in 
the Mind, when Rack'd with the Hor- 
ror of guilt, it cannot bear the appre- 
herifiods of the Wrath of God, and the 
reproaches that arife from a wounded 
Confidence; cannot apprehend what could 
have rais'd fuch amazing Sorrows in fo 
pure and unfpotted a Soul, that was 
confcious to it felf of no fin, and fo could 
fear nothing from a juft and good God: 
therefore we muft not wetend toexplaia 
What we cannot underftand. 

But 
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But to return to the main Argument.: 
When this whole Colle&ion of the ways 
in which the Death of Chrift is prbpos'd 
to the World in the Ne w Tefiament t is 
laid together, we mud conclude, that 
either this Death was a propitiatory Sa- 
crifice, or we muft for ever defpair of find- 
ing out the meaning of any thing that 
can be exprefs'd in words : Nothing could 
be plainer faid, nor oftner repeated in . 
a greater variety of Expreflions, proper 
to fjgnify this, and not proper for any 
thing elfe. I do not deny , but thofe 
who would turn all this another way, have 
found to every one of thefe pafiages 
fomewhat that feems to favour the divcr- 
tingthem to another fignificat ion; but as it 
was obferv'd before , if fome of tlje 
Sacrificatory Phrafes have by fome Au- 
thors, and upon fome occafions been 
brought down to a fignification lefe 
important, it will not from, thence fol- 
low,that Difcourfes that area contexture 
of thofe Notions and Forms of Speech, 
ihould be fo wrefted from their natu- 
ral Signification, to a fehfe fo far below 
the genuine and receiv'd Importance of 
the words. And indeed I do not fee 
what we can make of any part of the 

L 3 New 
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New Tefiament, or how much of it we 
can receive with any degrees of Efteeni, 
if we do not believe the Death of Chrift 
to have been a tfuly Expiatory Sacrifice 
offerr'd up to God in our fteid. 

Nor does this at all cohtradidr jhe 
freedom of the Grace of God in paf- 
doning fin, which is fo much fet forth 
in Scripture, fince there is matter enough 
for Free-Grace to exert if felf, nqtwit^- 
ftanding the Atonqnent made by Sa- 
crifice. For God might Have, in the 
Ifridraefs of Juftice, denjanded fatisfy- 
Aion from ourfelves; fo his commuting 
the matter, and accepting of it in th/e 
perfon of another,is a very high Adt of h(s 
Grace ; Tthen our Saviour's offering Iurn- 
felf up fo freely for us, was a tignaf as 
well 4s an undeferv'd A& of Love, 
in that he died for us while we were y& 
Enemies : and tho this A& belOng'd to 
his Human Nature , yet the Union fee* 
tween it and the Eternal Word that 
dwelt in him, may very well entire 
God to it, fo that in that refpeft th^ 
alfo may be calfd an A£t of God's Grace. 
The offering this to us on fuch eafy terms, 
and the exa&ing only a fincere obedi- 
dienqeas the condition of it, without 

infilling 



Digitized 



by Google 



and l>eafi> tf Grift. ijf 

„ infixing oa aar entire Obedience , is a- 
notner ptrt of the Grace of it : and 
finaiJy, The propofing fuch vaft Rewards 
to our poor Services, and the convey iog 
die knowledge of this to feme Nations, 
When others are left in Darknefs and 
Ignorance, are very great and undeserved 
Ads of Lotfe and Mercy : fo that the 
fbnfeof our Saviours dying for us as our 
Sacrifice, does not at all derogate from, or 
Jeflen our acknowledgments of the Love 
and Goodneft of God. 

Nor are thofc Objections of more 
value that are taken from the fhortneft 
of the continuance of Chrtft's Sufferings, 
fince hefides what is commonly urg*d t» 
this purpofe from the infinite Dignity 
of theperibn, we are to oonfider, that in 
Sacrifice! tt k the Appointment and the 
Acceptation that makes the fttisfa&ons 
for God's accepting a Sacrifice, is an 
abatement of the Rigour of Juftice, 
and a declaring that he will pardon 
fins in fuch a Method and, upon fuch 
a Consideration; and there appear very 
gped Reafons, even to us , for the me- 
thod that God thought fit to take, in this 
great Traofe&km. He intended to call 
the World to Repentance and Refor- 
L 4 mation: 
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tnatien : Now it had been a vain at* . 
tempt to have perfuaded men to repent, 
without an ofler of pardon ; for if men 
are made defperate, there is no great 
hope of prevailing on them ; fo an offer 
of pardon was neccflarily to be made \ 
yet this was to be made in inch a way, 
as .to have the grcateft efieft poffible 
on men* If the oner of pardon had 
been made upon too flight a confident? 
tion, the World might have been tempt- 
ed to have had flight thoughts of fin, 
as a thing of no fuch black nature, 
fince it was fo eafily forgiven : and there- 
fore to heighten the fenfe of the cxKoulheJs 
of fin , God would pardon it in iuch a 
manner, as ihould (how how much he 
hated it, at the feme tune that he 
ftew*d fiich Love and Companion to 
finners. Since then the great Defign 
of this whole Oeconomy was to reform 
the World, we fee in every ftep of it a 
tendency to that; a pardon wasoffer'd to 
give men hopes, but the confideration 
pf it wasfo amazing, as to encreafe their 
Honour at fin, and their ftrid watch- 
fulnefc againft that, which was fo hard 
and ftood fo dear to expiate. 
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Farther, The rule of life that was 
propofed, was fo exadly pure and holy, 
that it well became a God of Infinite 
Purity to impofe it on us, fince it has 
in all its parts foch a tendency to the 
making us perfect, even as our Heaven* 
ly Father is perfect. It begins at the , 
cleanfing our hearts, and from thence 
it goes the whole round of our 
fives, in all our Actions , Circum- 
ftances and Relations : It neither dif- 
pences with an idle word, a lewd look, 
nor a defiling thought ; but is a Law 
of life and love, that will fanctify 
every individual Nature , and fettle 
every Society that comes under its 
conduct. But that, as the holinefs of 
this Rule is no fmall honour to the 
Religion of which it is fo main a part; 
fo that the ftrictnefs of it might not 
frighten men from embracing it, tho 
thfcre is no ilacknrag of the obligati- * 
on of the Law, but that everyoftence 
againft any part is a fin j yet there is 
an abatement made , as it is a Condi- • 
tion of Salvation : And thus it is not 
an entire, but a fincere obedience that 
is made the Condition upon which 
fe are admitted to the Gofpel-Cove- 

nant. 
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. mot. Every fin gives a wound, tad 
requires repentance to wafb and heal 
it ; but every fin does not fliut us out 
from a right to the blelfings of this 
Covenant : So that here is a main di- 
ftin£ion never to be forgotten. We 
are under the whole GofpeJ, as it is a 
law and rule of life » and every time 
that we break any part of it, we ought 
to be humbled for it before God j but 
nothing that does not defile our hearts, 
and make us go off from the fincerity 
of our Obedience , breaks our Relati- 
on to Chrift, and diflblves our being 
in a (late of Grace and Salvation. 

It may feem a diminution of the 
Purity of our Religion, that an entire 
holinefs is not made the IndiipenfaWe 
Condition, as well as the' Abfokte Du» 
ty of Christians; unceGqd might have 
furnifljed us with iuch degrees of Grace, 

, as might have conquered every Cor* 
rupt Inclination : Befides, that this Do* 
&rine of the UnattainabLeneft of Perfe* 
clion, and Invincible Infirmity, does 
furnifh Bad men and cold Chriftians 
With many Pretences to hide or ex* 
cufe their Faults, and makes the greater 
part ik down contented with very 

low 
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Jow, degrees, in which they quiet theffl- 
Jfelves with this Jfeeming Defe&iveneJs 
of the New Covenant. But it is cer- 
faja, fh?t every man who deals hoBeftly 
and impartially by bimfclf, does per? 
ceive thj|t he might be much better 
than he truly is j and that God's affi- 
(tances are not wanting tq him, but 
th^t he is wanting to them : Every 
map feels that |t « by the vicious lift 
of his pwn Liberty, and. not by rea- 
fop -of any ImpQtency that is in his 
Nature, that he falls in Tin : And the 
emment ftri(Stnefs and vi&ary over Sip, 
toa^ fpme men arrive at, who (bine as 
Jrigbts in the World, ferves to let the * 
re(t fee what they might come to , if 
if. were no* for their own fault : So 
tljat Gp4's accepting a fincere Obedi- 
ence, inftead of an entire one, is no 
encouragement to Sin; but is a con- 
defcention to Humane Infirmity : And 
it ^ems that Qod does, wbUe be con- 
tinues us here on Earth, fojjfcr our Na- 
nj^s dill to hang (o heavy about us, 
asid. fometimes to prevail <b fatally 
oyer us, that we may be thereby ob- 
liged to live in a mo^ co$ftant oV 
^ruit of our felves, and % more hum- 
ble 
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ble dependance on him ; to make us 
feci the neceffity of applying our felves 
often to him for pardon, and afliftance, 
and alfo to beget in us more tender 
Companions for the Frailties of others, 
which we can more eafily bear with , 
and forgive, when wc reded on our 
(elves, and what we are capable of. 
This gives a more melting Charity 
than could flow from a feverer Ver- 
, tue , that had never felt the weight 
of Nature, nor the ftrength of Tem- 
ptations: If this is abufed by fome who 
turn the Grace of God into Lafciviouf- 
nefs, it is a very ungrateful return to 
• God for his Mercy, and a fignal abufe 
of his Goodnefe. But if this gojfd is 
hid , it is hid to them that arc loft. 
There remains yet one Article to 
be well dated, relating to this matter, 
and that is, to gvie the true notion of J* 
ftificationy of which there feem to be two 
fuch different accounts given by St. Paul 
and St. Jam$s> that this has led men 
into a great many Subtilties. I ffaall 
firft open this, matter, as it is fpoke 
of by thefe two Apoftles : The Defign 
of St. Paul , in his Epiftje to the^ 
wans , was to oppofe that Conceit of 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



andpeathof Cbrift. 157 

the Jews, who thought it impoffible 
to be in the favour of God without 
obferving the Mofaical Rites. This he 
beats down, by leading them up to 
their. Father Abraham ,. and fliewing 
them how he came into a (late of fa- 
vour with God, before he had. received 
the Covenant of Circumcifion ; and 
that his believing in God, was accepted 
of God, and reckoned to him, or im- 4 .Rom.5 
futed to him for righteoufnefs ; or in 
order to his being in the favour of 
God. The Inference that he naturally 
drew from this , was , that he was ju- 
ftified without the works of the law : And *• R° m 
by the tenor of the whole Difcourfe, lZ% 
it is plain, That by the works of the 
law, are meant* the Mofaical Precepts, 
and not the Works of Moral Vertue. 
For St. fad had divided Mankind into 
thofe who were in, or under the law, 
»nd thofe who were without law$ that 
is, into Jew and Gentile. The defien 
of the Epiftle was not to give us Me- 
taphyseal Abftra&ions and Diftindions 
between Faith \ as it is a fpecial Grace, 
and Works or Obedience to the Laws 
of God ; but by Faith he means the 
Satire receiving of the whole Gofpel in 

its 
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its Comfharids, as well as Pfdftftfesj 
fot fo he reckons Alrahanis readirieft 
to offer up his Sbn Jfaac, a& aii aa 
of his faith ; fo that faith ftantfc ft* 
the complex of stft the Duties of Cfrfik 
ftianity ; and therefore his AGbtti6ti ttf 
3. Rom. our being jujtified by faith Mtot ifc 
•*• works tf the law> fignifies no rriore, 
than that thofe who deceived the <jfc& 
pel, who believed it, and \W€tf ac- 
cording to it, were put in th£ fa^btf? 
of God by it , without being Brofcgtit 
under the obligation of the Mofdlcd 
Precepts. ' 

The fame Argument is handled bf 
him upon the fame grounds in bis Jfepf* 
j. Gal. 6. file to the GalatianSj only there Kfe : gives 
a more explicite notion of that faW 
. % which juftified, that it was $fait*h that 
wrought by love ; fo that in all St. Patits 
Epiflles, he underftands by faith 'rife 
corripleat receiving the Gofpel iri alf 
its parts. But whether thefe Expfefif* 
ons were any of thofe^ that St. tetti 
lays, the mfhble wrefled to thei+ otfi 
perdition^ or not, we fee plainly* b^ 
St. Janies*s Epiftle, that fome began ttf 
fet up the Notion of a bare belidvirtg 
the Gofpel , as that which juftified ; as 

if 
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if the meer Ptofeffion of Chriftianity , 
or the perfuafion of its truth , without 
a fuitabfc Convention , juftified. For 
St James fpeaks not of the works of the 
law , but of works fimply s and as he 
ted juft reafon to condemnf a Dodrine 
that tended to the total corruption of 
oat Faith j fo he plainly fliews, that he 
did not differ from St. JW, fmce he 
takes his chief Inftatice from Abraham's 
Faith, which made him offer up his 
Son Ifaac upon the Altar, by which he 
was juftified > fo that faith wrought i*i.jznm 
his works , and by works faith was made l *\ ** tk§ 
perfett : And he concludes all, That as e ' 
the tody without the fyirit was dead , 
fo faith without works was dead alfo ? 
Ihrom whence it is plain, that faith in . _ 
St James, ftands ftri&Iy for a believing 
the Trurh of the Chriftian Religion, 
ami not for an entiref receiving the 
Gbfpel, which was the faith that Saint 
Pmh had treated of. Thefe things will 
appear fo clfear to any one who will 
attentively' read and confider the fcope 
cf St. Parf& Epiftles td the Romans 
ittd *Gaiatians , and the Difcourfe in 
St. Jkmes*$ Epifflfe, that I am confi- 
dent no fcruple can remain in men , 

that 
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that are not poflefled with prejudices* 
or overrun with a trice fort of Meta- 
phyficks, that fomerhave brought into 
thefe matters; by which they have * 
inftead of clearing them, rendred them 
very intricate and unintelligible i Their 
ftating the inftrumentality of faith in 
Juftincation ; their diftinguifliing it from 
Obedience in this, but joining it with 
it in San&ification , are niceties, not 
only without any groupd in Scripture, 
but really very hurtful, by the difauiet 
they may give good minds : For if the 
Chriftian Do&rine is plain in any one 
thing, it mud: be in this, which is the 
foundation of our quiet, and of our 
hope. It would rnafce a long Article 
to reckon up all the different Subtil- 
ties with which this matter has been 
perplexed : As whether Juftification is 
an imminent or a tranfient Adt ; whe- 
ther it is a Sentence pronounced ia 
Heaven , or in the Confcience ; , 6t 
whether it is only a Relation, and 
what conflitutes it ; what is the effi- 
cient, the inftrument, and the condi- 
tion of it; thefe, with much more of 
the like nature , filled many Boob 
fbme years ag|o. 
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The Arid: fenfe of Juflification , is it 
is a legal term, and oppofite to Con- 
demnation , is the abfolution of a Sin* 
nerj which is not to be folenlrtly 
done till the final Seriteiiee is pro* 
nounced after death , or at the day 
of Judgment j But as men come to b& 
in the ftate to which thofe Sentences 
do belong , they in a freer -form of 
fpeech are faid to be fufiified or ton* 
iemned. And as they who do not hi* 
lieve 7 are under condemnation, Md 
feid to be condemned already 5 that is, sjofna*. 
they are liable to that Sentence, and 
wider thofe Chara&ers that belong to 
it, blindnefs, obduratibn of heart* and 
the Wrath and Judgments of God: 
So fuch Believers, to whom the Pro- 
mifes of the Gofpel Belong, and on 
Whom the final Sentence* fhall be pto* 
npunced, juftifying them, are faid 
now to be jujlified) fince they its 
now in the ftate to which that be* 
longs : They have the Charadrers oif - 
it upon them ^ Faith, Repentance, ind 
renovation of Jieart arid life, by ^hidt 
they copaeto be in the favour, and 
Under the prote&ion of Gq& 

• , M Dw 
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The Gofpd is of the nature of a 
puhKck Amnefty » in which t Pardon 
is offetccj to all Rebels, who return to 
their duty, and live peaceably in ok*» 
dience to the Law i and a day is pre- 
fixed to examine who has come in 
upon it, and who has ftood out j up- 
on which final A&* of Grace or 5o» 
verity ate to pais. It is then plain, 
that though every man is pardoned in 
the ftridnefe of Law onry by the 
final Sentence, yet he is really in the 
conftruftion of Law pardoned upon 
his coming within the Terms on which 
it is offered ; and thus men aire juiBc 
ned, who do truly repent of, and for- 
lake their fins, who do fincerely be* 
lieve not only the truth of the Gofpet 
in general, but do fo firmly believe 
every part of it, that ads proper- 
tioned to that belief , arife out of it; 
when they depend fo much on the 
Promifcs , that they venture all things 
in hopes of them i and do fo receive the 
Rules and Laws given in it, that they fc* 
themfelves on obeying them in the 
courfe of their whole life ; and in ar 
moft particular manner, when they lay 
claim to the Death of Chrift, as their 

Sa- 
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S^cr£fic6 ? and the means of* their #ev 
conciliation j with fijch a ftepehtance as 
chants their in Ward N&ures and Prin- 
ciples, and fucha Faith as purifies their 
hearts, and makes therti become new 
Creatures. 

Thefe are die Conditions of tnis Co- v 
valiant; and they aVe (nth Conditions, 
that upori lower than thefe if became' 
riot the Infinite Purity and Holinefs of 
Gbd to offerVus pardon, or to receive' 
us into his favour :. For without. thefeY 
the Mercies and Favours of the Go£ 
pet had been but the opening a San- • 
duaty to Criminals, and the giving 
encouragement to Sin , if a few how- 
lings to God for mercy, and the ear- 
rieft imploring it, for the fake of 
Cnrift , and' oh the account of his 
Eteath, Would ferve turn. This every 
man, under the leaft agony of thought, 
Witt be apt to do, efpecially when 
death feerhs to be near him, and yet 
be (till in all' refpe&s'a's bad as ever 1 ; 
this is indeed fo flight a thing, that 
a greater difparagement cannot be of- 
fered to our Religion ; nor can a greater 
ftrtngthning of fin be contrived , than 
the giving any fort of encouragement 
' M x to 
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to it 5 fpr it. is one of the fireateft, and 
the xnoft mifchievous of all thofe pra- 
Aical Errors which have ; corrupted 
Religion. 

iTjiefe are the tnoft important parts 
of our whole Commifliohj and therefore 
we ought to (late them firft aright in 
our own thoughts, that fo we our 
felves. may bj? fully pofieffed. with 
them , that they may fink deep into 
pur own minds, and fliew their effi- 
cacy *in the reforming Qur Natures and 
Lives, and then we flbali be able to 
open them to others with more clear- 
ness , and with better advantages , 
when our hearts are inflamed with an 
overcoming fenfe of the Love and 
Goodnels of God. If the Conditions 
of this New Covenant were deeply 
imprefled on our thoughts, then we 
Ihould pubiifhthem with more life and. 
joy toothers, and we might then look 
for ihtfulnefs of the hleffing of the Gofpel 
on our felves, and on our labours. 
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DISCOURSE HI. 

f 

Concerning th*, , 

INFALLIBILITY 

' . AND 

Authority of the Church 

Fter we are Veil fetled in the 
Belief of the Chriftian Religion * 
our next enquiry muft naturally 
te into the Way and Method of being 
rightly Inftru&ed in the Do&rine and 
other parts of this Religion ; and that 
chiefly in one great Point , Whether we 
Ought to employ our own Faculties in 
fearchinginto this, and particularly into 
the meaning of thofe Books in which 
it is containU> or, Whether we muft takq 
it from Oral Tradition , and fubmit 
to any man, or body of men,, as the. 
M 3 Infalli- 
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ifi(> Concerning the Infallibility 

Infallible Depofitaries and. Declarers of 
.this Tradition. 

jn this' 6flgk point coafifis the EA 
fence of the differences between us and 
the Church of Rome: ;While we affirm 
that the Chriftian Do&rine is compleatly 
contain'd in the Scriptures, and that 
every man ought to examine thefe with 
the befl helps and all the skill and 

application T.cf >#$ l* 5 . P SWS-kk ' 
and that he is bound to believe fuch 
Doctrines only , 4s appear to him to 
be contain'd in the Scriptures ; but 
may reject all others tbat are jjoj; foujf 
tied upon that Authority. On tneo- 
ther hand, The foundation upon which 
the Church of Rem builds, is dps, 

* Th^t the Apo^le$ deUver'd ftheijf J|k)- 
*#rine w word of mouthy fit tLe 
' feveral Churches as the Sacred i>^ 
*//*»» of the Faith: .That the Booj^ 

* of the New Tefiat/i&it were writteo 
c occafionally, not ;with intent that, they 
?/hould he the Standard of thjs Reljr 
' gion ; that we have thefc Books, aa| 

, * believe them to be Divine, only frpoj 
' the Church, and upon far <£eftfa©ny-f 
? that the Church, with fhe Etoks, gives 
J, us likewife % Seine ^^ppSion 
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«©f them, they being dark in many 

* places ; and that therefore the Tftdi- 
'tional Conveyance, and the Solemn 
« Decifions of the Church muft be Ifl- 
' falliWe, and ought to be fubmitted «o 

* as fijeh, otherwife there can be no end 
♦of Gonwoverfies , while every man 

* takes upon him to expound the Scrif>- 

* tutes, which muft needs fill nttfls 
•Minds with Curiofity and Pride, as 
« well as the World with Herefies and 
'ScAs, that are unavoidable, unfcfc 
4 there is a living fpeaking Judge » this 
' they alfo wove from feme places ot 
« Scripture, fuch as Chrift's words w 

«fe FaMr, Ppon tbh Rock ^JhOd 1 ^ 
« »* Gbwch, and tbe gates •/ bell jMl. * »* 
« not prevail againft it\ and **te *** 

* »iS I live tbe keys of tbe King*** 
*cjHe*%e*. TeUtbecUc^Jm^^ 

* with you atway, eve* t* tbe end ef tbe^ 
'World: the Spirit /ball lead V" *"'&*-■» 
« *B trntkh and tbe Cbnrcb u tbe THl» ;*■• *. 

* and > &>*** of frmtb. Thiv.ktlfcif 
Dodfcme, and thefe are their eltitt 
Arguments upon wftch it is found- 

ad "■•■ * 

•there is no point in Divinity ^Hafc 
we toQufcl m«* dea#iy underftafld tto* 
M4 d**' 
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fhis; for ft is in it felf of. great Cofw 
- fcquence, and is that which, c^etcwnines 
all the reft ; if it is true, it ppts an end . 
M all other Cpntrpverfies ; and; if it is 
falfe, it leaves us at liberty to examine 
I every thing, and gives us the jufteft 
and higheft prejudices poffible '^gainft 
-that Church that pretends to. it without 

, . Jujft grounds. It is alfo that which of all 

others the Miflionaries of that Church 

: under (bnd the bed. and manage the 

njbft dextroufly ; they are much, pra&ifed 

;t0 it, and they begin and : end all their 

pra&ifes with this, wh^ch has But 

appearances, and will bear a great 

' deal 'both of popular Eloquence and 

plaufible I^ogick ; fo . if .a>en.-Af£ notion 

$he other hand as well fortified , and as 

jready.pn the other; fide of the/Atgtf- 

' went, they will be njuch entangled ais 

often as they have occafion to^deai with 

«ny of that Church- Th«& is. <m. i& 

J ^ced any one point that J Jsnofc iKaf\ 
t}m has been ope»y and Qjamffl-d^Qjh 
With that beauty and force Akm <fr 
in QhifHngmrt^ s;ynvaluat>Ie .ftefc-igw 
this §ubje#. Few things of this natutf 
Jwve ever been haijcMJpfieajvjr.lWa- 
Itantttol .Svjsfcmais fet f b®jytoh'$ 
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this Argument , and his Book is writ 
with fuch a thread of Wit and Reafon, 
that I am confident few can enter upon 
it without going through with it. I 
fhall now endeavour in as narrow a 
compafs as is poffible to fet this matter 
in its true Light. 

We muft then begin with this, That 
the freedom of a man's Thoughts and 
Underftanding is the mod Eflential Piece 
of his lalerty % and that in which na- 
turally he can the leaft bear to be li- 
mited : therefore any Reftraints that 
are laid upon him in this,muft be well and 
fully proved : otherwife it is to be fuppos'd, 
that God could never intend to bring us 
under the yoke in fo fenfible and fo 
valuable a thing, without giving clear 
and evident warrants for it : And ?$ 
every Invafion on the liberties of the 
Human nature ought to be well made 
out ; fo every Privilege which any per- 
foa clbims agairift the common fate of 
Mankind, ought to be alfo fully proved , 
before others can be bound to fubmit 
to ifc; We perceive in our felves, and 
we fee in all others fuch afeebtenefs of 
underftanding, foch an eafuiefc to go \ 
top quick, and judge too faftj and fuch a 

. > narrow 
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narrow compats of knowledge, that as 
we fee all Mankind is ape to miftake 
things, fo we have no reason to believe, 
that any one is exempted from this, but 
as there are evident Authorities to prove 
it. Since then this is a Privilege in those 
that have it, as well as an Imposition 
on thcrfe that have it not, it ought 
not to be offer'd at or obtruded on the 
world without a fall Proof. Probabilities, 
forced Inferences* or even difputable 
Proofs , ought not to be made vie of 
here, since we have reason to conclude, 
that if God had intended to put any Cuds 
thing upon us , he would have done it 
in fo plain and unconecfted a Way, thtt 
there would have been no room to have 
doabted of it. 

Betides* all inch things as do naturaHy 
give jealoufy, and offer fpectous grounds 
of miftruft, ought to be very clean Since 
then, all Companies of men that lodge 
tbeosfelves in any Authority, and more 
particularly thole who manage mens 
Consciences, and the Concerns of Re- 
ligion, have been too often obferv'd to 
enlarge their powers, and to mahel the 
mod of them they could > and that by 
theyr, means, Religion has been often and 

much 
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much corrupted, the World has from 
heoce a #ight to e»,<a very full proofs 
before ,t;hey can be bound to believe any 
fuch body of men to be exempted from 
Error. This will yet appear the more 
evident, if that very Body in which this 
Infallibility i* iuppos'd to dwell , has 
manifestly corrupted the Morals , and 
ti& order or discipline of this Religion 5 
if they h^.ve fili'd the world with fables, 
if they have fallen under grojs Igno- 
rance, and have peen over-run witfe 
Vice and Disorder $ thefe muft afford 
jgreaj occafion of fufpe&ing them in 
ill other things. If Import ures haw 
foepn fet up and promoted witfc 
£psa,t JZeal ju fome Ages, which have 
M other Ages of more tight and Know- 
ledge been thrown out and gifclajm'd* 
and if we find fhap tfce feme Methods, 
of Craft and Violence which have be§& 
pra#ifed in all other Societies, have 
-Ijftp more iioi9riPuty and foandaloufly 
lis'd by tfts men of Infallibility,, 
we bav&froiB ajj thefaJun^s juft pre- 

ifficgs given us againft this pretenfion. 

r a juft pf<3»Spe waouftts to this, 

we have no feafcn to feeHeve a 

5, unfejs wi fee very gpo^gfouflda 

to 
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to believe it; and it gives us all reafon 
to lufped: thofe grounds, -and to exa- 
mine them well, before we are concluded 
by them. 

Further, This being (o great a Matter, 
and that which muft fettle all t>ther 
thing*, we have juft reafon to believe, 
That if God has left fuch Authorities 
in the World , that he has alfo made 
it plain wh^re they lye, and with whom 
they are to be found j for it is not ima- 
v ginabk that God fhould have concluded 
Mankind under fuch an Authority, and 
yet rfiot have explairt'd fo necfefiary a 
Point, a^ Who are the D^pofitaries of 
it i but to have left men to their drifts 
to find that out , the beft they can 'i 
fince till this is cleared, the Other is of 
no ufc There is a dormant Infallibi* 
. lity, they fay, in the Church, but no 
body knows where ; for it is no Article 
of Faith in whom it is vefted. We ire 
where we were, only with this difadvah* 
tage , that if we think we are fure thert 
is an Infallibility in the Church, 'but 
are not fure to wh6hi it *i$' trufted, w£ 
maybe refitting this Infallibility Jby opp$£ 
fing thole who indeed have it, while we 
tdrefs Qjir felves for it to others 'who 

have 
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have it not, tho we fancy it belongs to 
them. 

In all Canftitutions among men, the 
mofl: evident thing is this, Where refts 
the Supreme Authority of that Con> 
ftitution i And if this is neceflary for 
the order and policy of the World, it is 
much more neceflary, that if God has 
devolv'd fo main a part of his own 
Authority, and indeed the difpenfing 
of, one of his own Attributes,this fhould 
be fo defcribed and circumftantiated , 
that there* fhould be no danger of 
mistaking : and that there ihould have t 

been fuch Characters given, by which 
all the World fliQuld have been as in* 
fallibiy dire&ed to this Authority, as 
it was to be infallible in its Decifions. 
When God contign'd fuch a Character 
to the Jewilh Nation, that the Symbol 
of his prefence was to appear, and that 
Anfwers were to be given out as he 
was confulted, it was exprefty declared 
with whom it was lodged, and in what 
Method the High-Prieft was to appear 
before the Lord, with the Z/rim in the 
Breaft-plate ; that fo there might be 
no room left for Impofture or even for 
fulpicion.. 

Upon 
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Upon- alt thefc reafons, we have * 
very juft right to demand of tRofe- 
who call us to fubmit to their fnralli- 
Witf, to give us fuch plain, exprefs andf 
determinate proofs for it, as are pfopoiv 
tkm'd to the* Importance arid Urtufuat 
nefif of that which they impofe ugott ufc 
It is a vain thing to prove that this muff 
be in the Church, becaufe otherWife t 
great many Abfurdtties muft needs lot 
low, if it were not in it. When it isonce 
prov'd that God has given it to hi* 
Church,we (haH very wiUingly y ield,that 
he had very good reafons for it ; finoe" 
fo extraordinary a Power, which might 
be eafily imploy'd to very bad purpbfes, 
certainly was not to be given but fbf 
very good ones ; but it is a very pre^ 
pofterous way to argue, That God mmt| 
have done fueh a thing, becaufe we° 
fancy that it is necefiary to prevent (bmtf 
great Evil , or to procure fome vely 1 
great Good. For this is only to preteOT 
to prove, that God ought to have dbritef 
fomewhat that he has not done ; unle# 
they can at the fame* time prove, that 
God has done it: this is to conclude;' 
That his Ways mkji be at ours are, am 
' that hit Thoughts muft he at ourTbougfttr. 
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We may tt tins rate prove as well, that the 
Mfffia* (hould have appear'd much fooner 
than he did; have flbew/d his Miracles, 
and even his Body after his Refurre&ion 
more pubtickly than he did : This mil 
prove that the Gofpet mould have been 
Meach'd to many Nations yet in Paga- 
fliftn, and this will, rather with an ad* 
vantage in the Argument prove, that 
there ihould be no fin left in the world, 
and that no man ftould be left to periih 
in his fins, and fo be damn'd for them. 
It will require no great, Art to make 
it appear, that thefe are much more 
dreadful things , and feem to be much 
more contrary to God's Nature, to his 
love to Mankind, and to his Church: 
but indeed if we will give our fclves 
fcope upon this Argument , to fancy 
that God muft do every thing, which 
we imagine would be very convenient, 
we ihould foon frame an Idea both of 
hi* Creationr and his Providence, that 
is, wholly different from what we perceive 
it to be. 

We are not capable of fo vafi? a- 
Thought as to take in a Scheme of 
thofe great Defigns, that lye in the 
ttemal Mind, and thar are fcatterM in 

„•' a feem- 
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a feeming Confufion through his Work* 
and Ways 5 but are beautiful and order- 
ly as they are gathered together in his 
Ideas. We cannot fay what is good or 
evil with relation to the whole j nor 
what are thepropereft Methods of bring* 
tng about the one, or of diverting the 
other : fo, to conclude, the arguing that 
Chrift had dealt ill with his Church, if 
he had not made her Infallible, unlefs 
it is made out that he has done it, is 
only a reproaching him with this, that 
he has not done that which he ought 
to have done j and that he has not been 
faithful in discharging the Truft com- 
mitted to him of his Father. Therefore 
all thefe are falfe ways of arguing, which 
cannot work on any, but fuch as mea- 
fure God by themfelves. The Argu- 
ment if true , is Infinite , and has- no, 
bounds. , 

Ft does feem to agree much better 
with the Jewifh Oeconomy , that ao Id^ 
fallibility ihould have been lodg'd among 
them. Their Law being Typical, it wa£ 
much more reafonaWe to have expected 
an Oral Tradition of its ftgnincation/ 
Their Prophets exprefc'd themfelves in * 
very dark and figurative way, fuU of 

itrange 
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ftrange Aflufions^and iofty Phrafesj and 
.fince thefe were to lead them to the 
Meffias, and yet feem capable of very 
different Senfes y all this required an. 
Infallible Expounder^ They were one 
Nation, fo that Unity was in many re* 
fpeds mod neceflary to their Prefcrva- 
tionj they wete forntany Ages flrongly 
fet on Idolatry ; fo that a foleffin, publick, 
and infallible Authority was the more ne- 
ceflary. There were alfoprovifions in their 
Law, mtich m<?re exprefs than any cdn 
be pretended in the tfew Teftament, re* ^.ijefif. 
quiring them tiben they had any Contro- «,sm°>*h 
iterfies within their Gates * to come l%i r ** , 
up to the Temple to the Trie (I 
that flood theriy to minifier he fore the 
t$rd t as well as to the Judge; and 
they were upon pstfn of death to fub* 
ftut to their Determination*. This mat* 
ter is fet ottt in fuch a variety of largd 
dad pofitive Expreffions, that tho per* 
haps that paflage belongs to their Law 
$ntes 9 (But by the way, that of tell 
the Churth feems to be limited to th(S 
fame fort of matters) yet if * parity 
tif Reafon, or if the Letter of the Law 
Is corifider*d, this will go much further 
towards ad abfolute Submiffion, whicft 
ft«ms to fuppofe an Infallible Author 
• N rity* 
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rity, than any thing that can be al- 
ledged for the like out of the Not 
t.Mal.7. Teft amenta not to mention other Ex- 
preflions 6i asking the Law at the PrieJFs 
mouth, and that his Lips jhotdd prefervc 
- knowledge,- for he was the Min$er of the 
Lord of Hofts : Thefe things, I fay, feem 
to make out a very fair Title to Infallibili- 
ty, under the Mofaical Difpenfation ; and 
they continud to be not only the True, 
but indeed the Only Church that Gpd 
had on Earth, till the Difpenfation 
of the Gofpel was opened : They had 
ftill among them the Federal Means of 
Salvation, which is all that is nectf 
fary to the Being of a Church. Our 
Saviour join'd both in Temple and Syna- 
gogue* Worfliip, which alone is enough to 
prove them to have been a true Church. 
In this we plainly fee the Sophiftry 
of one Argument, which perhaps makes 
fome Impreffion on weak minds, That 
a True Church muft be tYue in its Do- 
, drine : it muft indeed have thofe things 
that are neceflary to keep up its Fede- 
ral Relation to God\ fo the Jews had 
their Circumcifion and Sacrifices, toge- 
ther with the reft of the Temple-Ser- 
vice : But yet that Church had fallen 

under 
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under two great Errors; that had avail 
Extent as well as a very fatal Confe- 
quence. They understood all the Pro*; 
phefies of the Meffias in a literal ferife, 
of a Temporal Prince* ami* Glorious; 
Corttjueror. Here Oral Tradition faiFcV 
in that which of all other things was- 
the moft important for them to under* 
ftaod aright ; fince their mtftekes irt 
this, occafion'd their receding the True 
Mtffiasy which dre# on their final Rum. 
The other Error was alfo very fatal j 
for it brought them under a vaft Cor* 
ruptionof their Morals. * They thought 
the ritual part of their Religion was of 
fuch high Value in the fight of God, 
that this alone * together with many 
inventedRites that had beeri handed down 
to them by Tradition, were of fuch Va* 
hie in the fight of God ,• that' they did 
compenfate for the grofleft Immoralities, 
and excufe from the moft important 
Obligations of the Moral Law. Thefe 
things had pafs'd down among them by 
Tradition from their Fathers , and had 
corrupted all their Notions about Rein 
gion : fo that here we fee all thearguirtgs 
from a feeming neceflity of things fot 
an In&UiWfr Authority , are only vairt 
■i . . % N % Imagina* 
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finaginations $ which do npt bold in 
Inftanees, in which we have all the 
phufibleReafonsof looking for them. 
, Nor does it appear, tint fc ii any 
greater Imputation on the Goodnefc of 
God, that he has dot provided an In- 
fallible Remedy againft Emr , than: 
that he has not provided an fat&UiWe 
Remedy againft £kt: Smis that wtucfe 
of its own own nature bears the sreateft 
oppofition to the Attributes of Gpd> 
and to his Dominion , and that dees 
defile and corrupt oar Scads the moft. 
We can. much more eifily, apprehend,, 
that God can bear with , a man that 
lives in £rr*r, than with onfe tint lives 
in Sin : The one can cpnfift with good 
Intentions and a Probity and Integrity 
of heart : for he who i& in Error may 
think that he is ierving.God to it, and 
fo it can dwell in the 'fame breafl: with 
the Lsve of God , and $f mr Neigh- 
bour ; which are driven out by Sm, 
The true defign of Religion; is to give 
tts fuch degrees of Light and Knowledge, 
as may preferve us from Sin , and pu- 
rify our Hearts and lives. Bafinefc is 
a much more certain Characltr of a 
mans being in the favour of fifed, than 

all 
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all the degrees of Knowledge poflible : 
Upon all thefe grounds we may con- 
clude, that there is no reafon to think, 
thitQodfhould have made a more certain 
Provision againft £/•/•«•> than he has made 
againft Sin. Now what are the Provi- 
sions againft Si*i God oners the free 
pardon of all paft fins, to encourage us 
to forfake them ; he gives us fecret 
AiSftances to fortify our Endeavours 
againft fin; he fcts before us unfpeakably 
vaft Rewards and Punilhments ; and he 
accepts of a fincere, tho impeded: O- 
Jbedience ; fo here a great deal is left 
to the freedom of our Wins. God will 
not work in us as in necefiary Agents; 
but having made us capable of Liberty , 
he leaves us to the ufe of it, and if 
we perilh, our perdition is of our felves. 
And therefore, if we will not apply 
our Faculties, and ufe our beft Endea- 
vours to become truly Holy, the blame 
muft lie upon our ielvesj for God will 
not convey into us by his Power foch 
Principles and Difpofitions as (hall force 
us to be good : and unlefs we do what 
lies in us at the fame time, that we pray 
to him for inward Aid from him, we have 
no reafon to hope that he \^ill hear us; 
N 3 In 
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In like manner, ;He has calf cL us %o 
a Religion that lies in a very little coin- 
pafc ; he has orderM it to be deliver^ 

■• tons in Books, writ in a great fimpli- 
city of Style •• He has given us Un- 
der {landings capable of knowledge, and 
of great Induftry in thepurfuit of it; 
gnd we feel this difference in our na- 
- lures, in feektng after Truth, from fol- 
lowing after Holinefs; that there is no 
natural difpofition in us to -Error, or 
Againft Truth : whereas there are born 
in us Propenfities , that we feel to be 

•• deeply rooted in us. agaiflft Holindfe, 
iapd in * favour of fin* Among men , 
fome are naturally inquifitive, made and 
fitted to dive deep into profound Searches; 
thefe men do in Religion, as well as* in 
.all other Arts and Sciences, - fo open and 
*lear the way to flower and kzier minds, 
that they render things eafy to them. 
And as we have no reafon tb< imagine, 

^ that God fhould have laid infiiperable 
Difficulties in the way ta Divine Know- 
ledge; fo thofe few that are in it, have 
been fo overcome by the > men of^La- 
bourand Learning, that eventheChurdi 
that boafts of Infallibility, would have 
gjaclp $ fin*U progrefe Without their 
' £ndeavour§. 
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* Endedyours. And why (hould we ima- 
gine, that a Religion which we feel to 
be fa hard in practice, ihould be made 
(o eafy in the fpeculative part, that 
we fhould be in no danger, and need 
no ftiduftry to underftand it 

A Promife of the Spirit is indeed 
pretended , that the Church ihould b^ 
thereby guided into all Truth. But it 
is to be confider'd , that this >Promife 
, was made perfonally to the Apoflle*, 
who were Infpir'd, and fo were infallibly 
guided, which appears more plainly from 
the following words , and he JhaB (hew l6 J ob * 
you things to come j that* is clearly a ** 
promife of the Spirit of Prophefy, to 
which, fince no body of men can now 
pretend , they cannot claim the other 
neither ; for Both muft go together, ac- 
cording to the force of thofe w ords : 
Nor is there any reafon from thofe 
words to conclude,that tfjis,any more than 
the Iofpiration of the Apoftles, was to de- 
fcend to others after them ; or if any will, 
through a parity of Reafon think, that 
this jtfas to continue in the Church, 
why Ihould it not belong to every 
Chriftian, and not be confin'd to any 
body or fucceffion of men ? efpecially, 
N 4 finee 
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fince thofe who think thai: the fame' 
parity will hold as to the other effete 
of the Spirit promis'd there, of its 
{live Sing in them, of hinging things t» 
their remembrance , */ giving them Cm? 
fort, Peace, Joy and Vi&oty over the 
World; and that thefe de defcend to 
others after the Apoftles? do believe 
that they belong to all Ghriftians, and 
are not to be contracted to a ftnall 
number. Now if all.the other promifes 
were to defcend thus, why not this of 
foeing led into all Truth, as well as the 
* jeft? Porallpromifes, even tho e% prefc'd 
in pofitive words, do carry a condition 
naturally in them: (o that wfeen this 
promife is believM to belong to all Chri- 
ftians, yet it is not abfolutej butfup? 
pofes men's ufing thejr utmofl: Endea- 
vours with an holfcft and good Mind s 
jn which cafe no man can deny , but 
that whether that promife was fpeciaHy 
meant to them or not , yet it mail be 
fo far accompli/h'd in- them, that tfeey 
iftall be left in np grrpr thai mall be 
fatal to them } but that either they Hull 
Y deliver^ from it, or that it (hall be 
forgtvert them, fince it is inconfiftent 
M 1 } f Jj e *i ot i°fl 9 f infinite Qobdne% 

that 
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ihrt any man flvwld perifh who is 
doing all he can in order to his Salva- 
tion, 

If it be feld, That Error doesdifturb 
the Peace and Order of the Church,* 
beyond what is to be apprehended from 
Si*. Error runs men into parties, and 
out of thole, Factions do arife, which 
break not only the Peace of the Church, 
but the whole order of the World, and 
theQstietof Civil Society : whereas Si* 
does only harm to thote who are guilr .. 
ty of it, ot to a few who may be cor- 
rupted by their ill example. But to 
this it is to be anfwer'd, That Sm does 
naturally much more mifchief to Man- 
kind, thah Error: ho that errs, if he 
is not Immoral with it , is quiet and 
peaceable in his Error : therefore (till 
the greateft mifchief is from Sin* which 
corrupts men's Natures through its own 
Influence. And the mifchief that Error 
does procure, arifes chiefly from the 
pretentions to Infallibility, or fomething 
(hat is near a*kin to it; for if men 
were fufler'd to go on in their Errors 
•■ with the lame undifturbed quiet that 
they hav& for moft of their fins, 
they would probably be much quieter 
, in 
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in them ; fince Sin of its nature is a much 
fiercer thing than a point of Speculation 
can be fuppos'd to be : but if men appre- 
hend Inquifitions, or other Miferies, upon 
the account of their Opinions, then they 
ftand together, and combine for their 
own Defence and Prefervarion ,• fo that 
it is not from the Errors themfelves, 
but from the methods of treating tbem, 
that^all thofe Convulfions have arifeo, 
which have fo violently fliaken Churches 
♦ and Kingdoms. 

But the laft and Main thing that is 
ur^'d on this Head is, That no private 
Under ft anding is (trong enough to find 
out Truth, in -all the points of Religi- 
on: that it is an indecfent and an in- 
folent thing for private men, for Trades- 
men perhaps, or for Women, to pretend 
to expound Scripture, or t!t> judge in 
points of Religion: This feeds Pride 
and tfelf-conceit beyond any thing that 
can i be imagined 3 whereas a Spirit of 
Submiffion and Humility , of thinking. 
others,particularly Super jours, wifer than 
ouf felves, has fo great a refemblaoce 
to the Spirit of the Gofpel, and feems 
to agree fo well with the defign of this 
Religion, that we muft believe it tobe 

apart 
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a part of it. This is indeed fpecibus; 
but after all , it is to be confider'd , 
that God has made us of fuch a nature, 
that our apprehenfions of things muft 
determine us whether we will or not ; 
and it is not likely that Cod would 
make us as he has done , and yet at 
the fame time fo limit our Faculties, 
that they Ihould not be imploy'd in 
the Matters of Religion. Wenatinjplly 
love Freedom, and we believe things 
the more firmly, the more profoundly 
we have inquir'd into them ; when we 
come to be once fully fatisfrd about 
them j when we find our felves oft call'd 
on in the Scriptures to fearch them, to 
prove all things, to try the Spirits ; when 
we fee a great part of the New tefta* 
tnent was direded to whole Churches, 
to all the Saints, that is, to the whole 
Body of the Chriftians ? when fo ifwch 
of, it is writ in the Style of one, that 
argues, that defcends from that Apo- 
ftolical Authority by • which he might 
have commanded thofe he writes to, 
to receive and reft in his Decifions ; and 
that lays things in their natural Connexi- 
ons and Consequences before thofe he 
Writes to ; we fee in that fuch an appeal 

to 
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to their Reaibns, and that even in the 
Age of Miracles , in which there was 
another fort of CharSadert of the Dl* 
vine Commiflfon, that rendered the A- 
poftles Infallible} when I fay, this Ap? 
peal was made to their Reafons and 
Underftandings at that time ,. it feems 
much more reafonable, that in the fbc- 
ceeding Ages men fhould have a right 
to jjnploy their Faculties in finding out 
the Senfe* and examining the Books 
of the New Teftament. , 

Here let us confidpr the fiate of ©* 
... vary Jew at that time, and fee if this 
reaioning for Authority and Infallibility 
was not then as ftrorig to keep hkn 
in Judaifm. There was a Controverfy be- 
tween the A poftles and the Sanhedrim, 
whether Jefits was the Meffias, or not * 
A decifion of this was in a great mea* 
fure to be made from the Prophefies 
in the Old Teftament concerning the 
Mefias, which were urg*d by the Ape* 
poftles; but the Rabhies > the Scriks 
and Pharifees $ put other jenfes on tfadfc 
Now what was a private Jew to dot 
Muft he take upon htm to judge fc 
intricate a Controverfy ? Muft he pre* 
tend to be wife* than all the Do&ors 

of 
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of their Law, or the Conveyers of their 
Traditions to them ? Muft he fet up his 
Skill and Reafon above theirs ? Thus we 
fee that if this Reafoning is true, it being 
founded on Maxims that are equally true 
at all ttmes,then ic was as true at that time; 
as it is now. It is of no force to &y,that the 
Miracles which our Saviour and his Apo* 
flies wrought,gavethem fuchPowers,that 
the people were upon that account bound 
to believe them,rather than their Teach* 
crs* For one part of the Debate was, 
both the truth of the Miracles, and the 
Coniequences that arofe from them. So 
the Appeal according to this way of 
Reafoning did (till lye to their Sanhedrim. 
In a word , In fuch Matters every 
man mud judge for himfelf , and every 
man muft anlwer to God for the Judg- 
ment that he has made : he judges for 
no body elfe, but for himfelf. He, and He 
only can be the Judge ; and if he ufes 
i due degree erf Induftry, and frees 
himfelf from every corrupt Biafs, from 
Ptide, Vain-gjbry, and afie&ation of 
Singularity, or tfce purfuingany ill ends 5 
under, thofe appearances of fearcMng 
for Truth, and the adhering to it, he 
is doing the beft tljing, which accor- 
ding to that nature or which God has 

• made 



Digitized 



by Google 



190 Concerning the Infallihility 

made him, he can do } and fo he may 
reafonably believe, that he fhall fucceed 
in it : Nor is there any pride in this, 
for a man to think according to his 
own Underftanding , no more than -to 
fee with his own Eyes, His Humility 
ought; to make him flow and cautious, 
modeft and fearful ,; but no humility 
can oblige him to think otherwife than 
he feels he muft needs think. i 

Among the Works of the fle/b > He* 
refies or Sefls are reckoned as one ibrt 
5.&1.20, and fpecies. Now by Works oftheflefi 
are to be underftood the appetites of a 
vicious . and depraved nature : the mean* 
Jog therefore of reckoning Hertfies * 
mong thefe is this, That when a fqan 
out of a bad difpofition of mind, and 
on ill defigns, chufcs tobe of a party, 
he then is a Heretick } but he that in 
fincenity of Heart goes into per fuafions, 
from an overcoming fenfe of their Truth* 
cannot be one, becaufe he does not. 
chufe his perfuafion out of a previous 
ill defign ; but is of it, not put of choice, 
but neceffity ; fmce his Understanding* 
in which thofe matters may be v#rioufly 
reprefented, offers them fo to him, that 
he muft believe them to be true , in 

the 
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the fame marine* in which he apprehends 
them. , 

If upon this Principle there happen 
to be many Sefts and Divlfions in the 
Church ; this is a ^part of that Wot 
that Chrift left upon the Worid , by 
reiibn of Offences and Scandals ; for he 
forefaw that they niufi needs come. 
God has made this prefent Scene of 
Life, to be neither regular nor fecure : 
The ftrange Follies and Corruptions 
of v Mankind muft have their Influence - 
on Religion* as well as they have on 
all othfer things. God has refer v'd a 
fulflefe of Light and of unerring Know- 
ledge to another State: Here we are 
in the dark; but have light enough if 
we have- honeft . MindsV to ufe and 
improve it aright, to guide us thither ; 
and that is the utmoft fhare that God 
feems to have defign'd for us in this. 
Life: we muft therefore be contented, 
and make the moft of it that we 
can. 

I go next to fliew, That the fame 
Difficulties, if not greater one§ , lie 4 
upon thofe who build on Infallibility : 
for before they can arrive at the ufe 
of it, they muft have well examin'd, 

and 
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and be fully afiur'd of two things! 
either of which, has greater Difficulties 
in it than all thofe put together with 
which they prefs us* Firfly.They muft 
be convinced that there is an Infalli- 
bility in the Church j and next, they 
muft know to, which of thofe many 
Churches, into which Chrtfttndm is 
divided, this Infallibility is fafto*d» Vo- 
lets the defijgn is to make all men take 
their Religion implkitely from thelf 
. Fore-fathers, thesfe things muft be weH 
confider'd : If men are oblig'd to ad* 
here blindly to the Religion in which 
they were bred, then fern, ffaebe* 
and Mthanutans muft continue (till wfeere 
they are. If this had been the Maria 
of all times, Chriftianity had never got 
into the World. 

If then men are allowed to examine 
things, they muft have very good rea» 
fon given them for it, before they caa 
believe that there is anlnfajlibility among 
men: Their own Reafon and Obfervatioa 
offers fo much againft it, that without 
very clear grounds they ought not to 
receive it. Now the reafons to perfuade 
it, niuft be drawn either from Scripture, 
or from outward vjfible Chancers that 

evince 
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evince it; The Scriptures carinot be 
Urg'd by thefe men, becaufe the Scrip- 
tures, as they teach, have tneir A\& 
tfcorfty from the TefKmoriy of the 
Church * Therefore the Authority tf thh 
Church iriuft be firft prov'd, for th6 
Church cannot give an Authority to 
a Book, and then prove its own An* 
thority by that Book : This is plainly 
to prove the Church by her own Te- 
ftimony, which is manifcftly abfufd; 
it being all one, whether fhe affirms 
it immediately /of if me affirms it, by 
affirming a Book in which it is contained } 
here a Circle is made to run for eVet 
round in* Why do you believe the 
Church? becaufe the Scriptures affirm 
k ; and why do you believe the Scrig-. 
tUres ? becaufe the Church affirms them. 
I do rtot deny, but they may urge the 
Scriptures for this,, Very pertinently aV 
gainft us, who acknowledge their Au- 
thority i but I am how confidering upon 
what grounds a man is to be inftruded, 
ia the ftatiog the grounds of his owft 
Faith , add refolving it into Principles* 
In this, an Order muft be fix'd, and 
in the progrefs of it , every flep that 
a made, muft be prov'd without any 
O ■•'. relation 
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/ relation to that, which is afterwardi 
to be proved out of that : and there- 
fore, either the Church or the Scriptures 
jnuft be firft prov'd , and then other 
things ffluA be prov'd out of that 
which is once fix'd and made good* 

But in the next. place, If we 4houM 
iuffer them to bring Proofs from Scrip- 
ture, how fhaJJ it be prov^ that the true 
feafe of them is that , which makes 
for Infaflib Uity ? Other fenfes may be 
given to them, Which may both agree 
to the Grammatical Conftru&ion of tfjc 
words j to the contexture of the Dai 1 
jpourfe , and %o the Phrafiology of the 
Scriptures : who fliall N then .decide this 
JMatter? It were very nmeafonable tp 
Juroye what is their true Senfe, by the 
Expofition that any Church puts on thofe 
{Milages in her own favour : Jhat wen 
to make her both Judge and Pa*ty jp 
.too grofs a manner. Therefore at lea$ 
thole paflages, and all- that relates ftp . 
them, muff fall under the private Judg- 
ment: andinthefe Inftances, every map 
. muA be fuffer'd to expound the Scrip- 
tures for himfelf; for he cannot be 
.bound to fubmit to any exposition of 
them, but thgt which fatisfies. his own 

Reafons 
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Jteafon : and if this ftep is once adr 
raitted, then it will appear as reafonablc 
to leave a man, all over, to the uie of 
Iris Faculties $ fince thefe paflages, and . 
that which 4 iiecetiarily relates to them, 
will iead a man into the. underftaad- 
iog of the bardeft parts of the whole 
ty» Teflament, 
If this method is let go, they muft 
' prove the Infallibility of the Church 
by Arguments drawn from Tome other 
PyAh Char after s\ by which a man is 
to be convincM that God has made her 
Infallible: If there were fuch eminent 
ones, as the gift of Tongues, Miracles 
or Prophefies, that did vifibly attejjl • 
this; here were a proof that were folid 
indeed : It were the lame with that, by 
which we prove the Truth of the Qui* 
ftian Religion: But then, thefe Minif 
<&e$ muft be as uncoriteftedly and evi. . 
deotly proved 5 they muft alfo belong 
to this point, that is , they muft be 
Miracles publickly done to prove the" 
troth of this Auertion. But to this Ap- 
peal they will not (land, what ufe foe* 
ver they may. make of it to amufe the 
weaker and the more credulous. The 
Character of an uninterrupted Succef- 
Q * fort 
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t fton from the days of the Apoftles, is 

neither an eafier nor a furer one , fince 

other Churches whom they condemn* 

have it like wife; nor can; it be iearch'd 

into by a private man, .unldls he would 

go into that Sea of examining the Hi* 

Hory , the Records and Succeffion of 

Churches. This is an Enquiry that has 

in it, Difficulties vaftly greater and more , 

infaperable, than all thofe that they caa 

objcift to us. If they will appeal to 

the vaft Extent of a Church, that fo 

many Nations and Societies agree in the 

'lathe Dodfrine, and are 6f one Comma* 

nion ; this will prove to be a dangerous 

point; for in the ftate in which we fee 

.Mankind, Numbers: make a vdry bad 

'Argument. ' It were to rifque the Cbru 

•ft tan Religion too much, to venture Qfl 

a Poll with the Mahometanf i In fome 

Ages the Sems-Arriant had the better at 

numbers 1 , #nd itis a queftion if at this 

day thofe, that* arfe within or without 

the Roman Communion make the greafr 

eft body: Nor muft a man be put 1$ 

•chufe his Religion by fuch a laborious 

and uncertain way of Calculation. 

• To plead a eontinuance in the fame 

I>cdrine, that was at firft delivered tift 

the 
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the Church by the Apoftles, is > toput , 
the matter upon a more defperate iflue : 
For as no man can hope to fee to the end 
of this, fo it lets a man in, into all 
Contro verfies ; when he is to compare 
the prefent Do#rine with that which 
was deli ver'd by the Apoftles. Let then 
any Chara&er be affign'd that fhall ob- 
lige a man to believe the Church In- 
fallible 9 and it will foon appear very 
evidently, that the fearching into that* 
muft put the world on more difficult 
Enquiries, than any of thofe, that we* 
are prefled with : and that in the iflue 
of die whole, the determination muft 
be refolv'd into a private Judgment. 

Another Difficulty follows clofe upon 
this, which is, In what Church this In- 
fallibility is to be found? Suppofe a 
man was born in the Greek Church , *t 
any. time fince the IX. Century , how 
fhall he know that he muft feek the 
Infallibility in the Reman Communion, 
and that he cannot find it in his own? 
He plainly tecs, that the Chriftian Re- 
ligion began id the Eaftern parts ; and 
by every flap that he makes into Hi* 
ftory, he clearly difcerns that it *flou rift- 
ed for many Agesmoft eminently there; 
O 3 buf 
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but now that there is a breach between 
*■ them and the Latins \ he cannot judge 
to which CpmiBtinton he b to adhere, 
without he examines the Dodlrine : : for 
both have the outward Charaders «tf 
a Succeffion of Martyrs and Bifcopi, 
of Numbers, and aft appearance e# conti- 
nuing in the lame Dodrine j only with 
this difference, that the Greet* have the 
advantage in every one of thefe: They 
have more A poftolical Churches, I mean 
founded by the Apoftles, than the £#- 
4shs : and they have ftuckniore firm- 
ly , with fewer 'Additions and Innova- 
tions, to their Ancient Rituals, than 
the Latins have done : How can 
he then decide this matter , without 
examining the- grounds of their dUEe* 
tehee, and making a private Judgment 
.. upon a private Examination of the 
Scriptures or other Authorities £ If h 
be faid , that the prefent depre&'d and 
* ignorant ftate of thofe Churches makes 
it now very fendble, that there can be 
no Infallibility among the Etflcms. To 
this it is to be arifwer'd, that I have 
put the cafe ail-along from the 9th, Gen- 
try downward ; Jn many of thofe Ages, 
tfoe G{? eh were under as good Grcum- 
V'"- " : fences, 
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"ftances, and had as fair an appearance as 
the Latins had , if not better :. for the, 
outward appearances of the Roman Com- 
munion in the next Centururies, the 
roth; and nth. arenot very favourable, 
even by the Reprefentation that their 
own Writers have made of them ; and 
if we muft judge of the Infallibility of 
a Church by outward Characters, it may 
be urg'd with great fhews of Reafon, 
that a Church which, under all its Po- 
verty and Perfecutioqs, does dill adhere 
to the Chrtitian Religion, has fo pecu- 
liar a Character of bearing the Crofs, 
and of living in a conftant ftate of Suffer- 
ings, that if Infallibility be in the Church 
as a favour and privilege from God, and 
not as the effeft of human Learning and 
other Advantages , I ihould fooner' be- 
lieve the Greek Church Infallible, than any 
other now in the World. 

But when thefe difficulties are all got \ 
over, there remain vet new and great 
ones. Suppofe one is. fatisfi'd that it is 
in the Reman Church; he muft know 
where to find it : without this, it is of 
no more ufe to him, than if one fhould 
tell a hungry man that there is food 
enough for huh, without directing him 

O 4 where 
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tyrfrgretofeekforit i he muftflarve after 
all that general Information, if he has 
not a more particular dire&ipn. Ana" 
therefore it feems very abfurd to affirm, 
that the believing of , Infallibility is an Arr 
fjcfc tf faith, but that the proper Syb- 
Jed in whom it refts , is not Ukewu$ 
an Article cf Faith. This is the general 
jenet of the whole Roman Communk|n, 
tyho that they may maintain their Union, 
notwithstanding their difference in this, . 
.■/'.: p*o all agree in faying, that the fubje& 
of thjs Infallibility is not a matter, of 
faith- This deftroys the whole preterm 
jlon $ for all the Abfurdities of np encl ' 
pf Controyerfies, of private Judgment, 
and' every man's expounding theScrip- 
tures ? do return here; and the whole defign 
• of Infallibility is defeated; For how. can, 
a man be bound to fubmtt to this in 
-, any one Inftance, or tp receive any pro? 
pofitlon as coming from an Infallible 
Authority, if he does not know whq 
has it ? Thus, according to that Maxim 
pf Natural 'LogicV, that a £onclufion 
pan have no certainty beyond that which 
was in both t|ie Piremifcs ; if it is not 
Certain with whom the Infallibility 
. Jwells, as w$H as thjtt there is an Infal- 
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Silky ifi the Church, all thenoife a- 
bout it will be quite defeated , and of / 
no ufe : If a man had many Medicines, 
of which one was an Infallible Cure of 
foch or fpch Difeafes, can it be fupposM 
that he would communicate thefe to 
the World, and tell that one of them 
was infallible, without fpecifying which 
of thefe was the infallible one? There 
are feme things that look fo extrava- 
gant, that really it is" an abfurd thing 
to fuppofe them , of which this feems 
fo be evidently opel That God flioutd* 
l»ve left an Infallibility to his Church, 
and not have declar'd with whdm this, 
the greateft of all Trufts, to which 

{wrobably many would pretend , was 
odged. So that this, which is the ge* * 
neiral Do&rjne of the whole Raman Com* . v - 
munion 5 hasaaabfurdity in it that cannot 
be r^concifd to common fenfe and rea- 
fon. Many among -them put it in the 
whole diflufive body of all Chriftians j 
to which purpofe the words of Vmtntiw 
Ltrinenfis are perpetually repeated : but 
after all, this is only to abufe people; 
for if the fenfe .-of the Church in all 
plates and Ages muft be fought for , here 
gpqie ewJleis enquiries, and feme of 

them 
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them cannot poflibly be 1 made, the Hi- 
ftory of many Ages and Churches be- 
ing loft. If this is made the Standard, 
as the labour becomes Infinite, fe after 
all, it refolves into private Judgment, 
fmce every man mart judge as he fees 
caufe, and muft colled the feme of 
Ages and Churches from Authors, which 
as they are often both dark and defc 
dive, fo he muft underftaad them as 
well as he can," by his own Judgment 
and Obfervation, unlefs feme Inftrtibte 
•Expounder , or Declarer of their Senfe, 
is fee up; and then the Infallibility it 
translated from hence to the Expoun- 
der. And indeed, it is fo hard to trace 
a great many points of Controverfy , thro 
even the ftVft and beft Ages, that the 
Charch muft fall under great Difficul- 
ties , if this Hypothecs is auum'd iot 
maintaining the Infallibility. And when 
all is done, we fee by the performances 
of the Writers of Controverfy, that both 
fides think they can juftify themfelves 
by the Ancient Fathers as well as by the 
Scriptures : So that all thefe Absurdi- 
ties that are urg*d againft appealing to 
die Scriptures,' or arguing from them, 
as that to which all Hereticks do fly, and 

in 
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it* which they flicker thtftafelves, wiffr*- 
turti herewith the more force j Becdufethefe 
Writings are much more Voluminous, 
and are writ in a much more entangl'd and , 
darker Style ; fo that thefe two Ob* 
jeftionsiie againft.tbis way,That it is both 
vaft,if not impoflibieas to the performance 
of it ; add next,that after all the pains that 
can be taken in it,it is of no ufe; for private 
Judgment will ftill remain j fothatGon- 
trtoveirfies cannot be ended in this way*. 
Others are for the difftfive Church of 
the ptfefent Age, and put Infallibility. 
there : for they reckbn thus; That *e ve- 
ry Age of the £hurch believes as the for- 
mer Age betiev'd, till this is carried up to 
theApoftlesthemfelves. Thisistorefolve 
all matters into Oral Tradition, and to 
fuppofe It infallible : and indeed, if we 
can believe that the generality of Chri* 
Jlians have in all - Ages been wile, ho- 
• neft and. cautious , and that the gene- 
rality of the Clergy have in all Ages 
beeft faithful and inquifitive, we may 
rely ppon this, and fo believe an Infal- 
libility ■ : But at the feme time, and up- 
on this Suppofition we fliall have no 
occafion for it ; fence if Mankind could 
be brought to lych$ pitch of Refor- 
mation, 
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rnation, there would be no GontroyeiK 
fies, and fo no need of a Judge to de- 
cide th$m Infallibly : But if ye will 
admit that ,' which we fee to be. true, 
and know to liaye been true in all 
Ages, That men arejapt to be both ig- 
norant and careleis of Religion ; that- 
they go eafily into fuch Opinions as 
are laid before them by men of Au- 
thority and Reputation j and that they 

'-. . have a particular liking to fuperftitious 
Conceits, to outward Pomp,* and tofuch 
Do&rines as make them eafy in their 

c ill pradices; then the fuppofition of 
every Age's believing nothing but that 
which it learnM from the formfcr, falls 
^uite to the ground. If we can alio 
imagine, that the Clergy have been al- 
ways careful to examine Matters, and 
never apt to add explanations or enlarge- 
ments even in their own favours ; or 
if on the contrary, we fee a grofc Igao* ., 
ranee running through whole Ages; if 
we find the Clergy to hav$ been ambitir 
ous and quarrelfpme, full of Intrigue? and 
' Interefts; then all thjls general lpecious 
prejudice in favour of Oral Traditions 
mines to nothing All this will be 
eafif r to be conqeiv d,if we ftate aright the 

. difference 
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difference between thofe times and our 
own* Now, Printing has made Learning 
cheap and eafyj the difpofition df Pofts, 
the commerce of Letters, the daily pub- 
lication of Gazettes and Journals, fiH. 
the World, with the knowledge of ;fuch 
things as are now in agitation. But 
when all was to be learn'd from Ma- 
rtufcripts, Knowledge was both dear and 
difficult; and the methods of commu- 
nicating with the reft of the World, 
were both flow, and often broken; fo 
that this thread of Oral tradition will 
not prove a fure Guide. 

There is an humour in men to add to 
moft things, as they pals through their 
hands ; if It were but an Illustration, 
which feems not onl^imiocent, but fome- 
times necef&ry : Thofe Enlargements 
would very naturally be foon confider'd 
as parts of the Do&rine; and to thefe in 
a cbnftant gradation , new Additions 
might (till be made, and Inferences from 
Illustrations would in conclufion become 
♦parts of their Do&ripe. If I did not 
limit my felf in this Difcourfe, it were 
eafy to apply this both, to the Do&rines 
of Redeeming out of 'Purgatory, to thofe 
of praying for the dead, of invocating 

Saints, 
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Saints, and the worfliip of images.' ft 

is confcft by the Aflertors of this {fy 

frtbdis, that $he whole face of the &»• 

.tin CHurch is cbangft both in her Wop 

jftup and Discipline > tho thefe are more 

fenfiUe tbings,tban jwints of meer ^p«2i|' 

Ution, which in ^ark -Ages could -act 

be much minded; whereas the other 

ate more vifible, aod make, a more po^- 

e/ral Impreifiori : befides, that all *hofc 

oranges arife out of fome new Opinions w 

which they related, and of) winch *feejr 

are founded: A change then that is 

cbnfefsM to be made in the one* dees 

very naturally carry us to believe that 

a change was ahp made in the other. We - 

do aU plainly foe, that ibme Traditions that 

come very near the Age of the. Apoftks, 

and that feemtohe Eatpofittons of iome 

parts of the NewTeftfmett, werechangV 

in other Ages. The belief of ChrUT* 

reigning a Thoufand years on earth, u 

one of thefe i for which, tho it is new 

laid aikte in that Church, there is ano 

ther iace of a Venerable Tradition, t\m, 

for meat of their Dodcrittes; We fee a 

. practice that was very Ancient, and that 

continu'd very long, which arofe ojit of 

rfj0h.s3.the Expofition of thofe words, Exftftp 

- ~ iti 
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Ut my Fkfc mid dr'mk my BkoJ t ye have 
09 life in you ', by which Infants were 
made partakers of the Eucharift, was. 
afterwards changM 4n that Church ; tho 
it is ranch left, eafy to think, how that 
AouW be done , than almeft how any 
other mould be. brought about : for thole 
words being understood of an Indifpen* 
fiWe neceflity of the Sacrament to Sal- 
vation, and all Parents having naturally 
a very tender Concern for their Children, 
nothing but an absolute Authority, againft 
which no man durftfo mochas whuper, 
could have brought the world to have 
parted with this, it were eafy to carry this 
to many other Instances, and to mew, that 
not only Ritual Traditions, but Dodrinal 
ones, fuch as were founded on Explana- 
tions of pauages of Scripture, have va- 
ried It were perhaps too invidious to 
fend {men to Petavius, to find in him 
how much the Tradition of the fcveral 
Ages has vari'd in the greateft Articles 
of the Chriftian Doctrine. It is no left 
certain, that Origen laid down a Scheme 
with, relation to the Liberty of man's 
Will, and the Providence of God, that 
Came to be fo universally received by the 
Greek Cbureb > that both Naziattze* and 

Unfile 
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Bafitc drcw.a fort of Syftem out*>f to 

DoftrirtCi in which thtfe Opinions wett 

. aflerted, and large Quotations were gi^ 

ther'd out of him, explaining them wtth 

. inoft of the Difficulties that do arife out of 
them : and as this Book had not only Ori- 
gens own Authority to fupport it,but like- 
wife that of thofc two great Meij who 
compilM it ; fo it pafled down »and was the 
uncofttefted Doctrine of the Greek Ctwreb: 
But St. Audi* being engag'd into Dit 
$>utes with Pelagius, frarri'd a new Syfleffl 
that had never been thought of before 
him ; and yet the Worth and Labours 
of that Father gave it fo vaft a Reputt- 
tion, that his Doctrine was look'd . on ia 

, feveral Ages as the Doftrine of the 
Church ; and Learning vaniihing at that 
time, the Roman Empire being then over- 
run by Bariariansjtus Books came to beib 

• much read, and fo universally received, 
that it gave no fmall fufpicion , if any 
one oppose! his Tenets.: yetC$an t wn> 
was a Greek, and was form'din their 
Notions , writ a Book oLConferene&s 
Which Contained the precepts of a M* 
jjaftick State of life* that were digefted 
in fo good a method, and writ wirfi 
fo true an Elevation, that it is perhaps 
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one of the beft Books that the Ancients 
have left us. This came to be held in 
fitch Efteem, that all the Monks read ft 
with a # particular Attention and Regard. 
In it the Dodhine of Origen and the 
Greek Church was fo folly fet forth , 
that this, and perhaps this alone, kept 
up a fecret oppofition to St. Aftftirb 
Dextrine , tho that came to receive ft 
vaft ftrengthening from Aquinas and thte 
Schoolmen that follow'd him : and yet 
at the time that Luther and Calvin, in 
oppofition to the Church of Rome y buik 
much upon St. AuStins Authority, at* 
mod all that writ againft them, argu'd 
according to the Sentiments of the Greek 
Church 5 but thofe of Louvain y and the 
Orders of the Dominicans and Auguftiui* 
ans did fo maintain St. Aufiins and AquU 
nas's Do&rine, that tho it was not li- 
ked, becaufe it feem'd to be too near theirs 
vho were to becondemnd as Heretickt[ ■- 
yet the Council of Trent feem'd fttll to 
ftick to St. Auftin. Since that time 
the Jefoits Order, who tho they at firil 
fet tip for St. Aufiins Po&rine, yet finte 
have chang'd their minds , and taken 
themfelves to the other fide, have by 
their Influence both at Rome and in othet 
P Courts, 
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•Courts', fo cbang'd the Senfe of the 
gceater part of that Cburch^ that it is 
plain, tho Sc. Anfiiv's Name is too great 
to be openly difparaged , yet they are 
now genewBy in the contrary Hyp* 
thtfif, 

This I only; inflance to 4hew , that 
in Speculative . Points it is no hard matter 
to make multitudes go from one Opi- 
nion to another, and to alter the Tradi- 
tion of the Church, that is, to bringtnte 
Age of the Church to think otherwife 
than another did. But after aJl,Or<r/ TrU> 
Hon cannot be fet up as the Judge of Con- 
troverfies , much lefs as the living and 
fpeaking Judge ; it is no real being^oor do 
we know where to find it : The Tradition 
of one Body among them differs from ano- 
ther, as in the point of the Immaculate 
Conception of the BJefled Virgin, in 
which an Opinion has been lately {{an* 
. ed, which is nowreceiv'd into all their 
Rituals , and has given occasion to many 
Ads of Worlhipand pubjick Devotions, 
which is moft exprefly contrary to aM 

• Ancient Tradition ; and yet is become 
now fo Sacred, that the whole Dtminka* 
Order feels no fmall Inconvenience by 
their being oblig'd as the Followers of 
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Ajnhta^o maintain the contrary. TheTra* 
ditions of one Nation are queftion'd by 
another , particularly in this important 
PomtofthcSulgeaofthislnfellibility. It 
ittlib impoflibfe for any man too find this 
oat ; muft he fufpend his Opinion till 
he his gone round At Church to ask 
every man what he was bred to) This, 
as it could not be firtfir'd, lb it could 
not be fo fully found ota, as to put a 
man in the way to end all Controvert 
lies ? in this a private Judgment ratrft 
again come in: For thoit were granted 
that* Oral Tradithn is a Ride to judge 
Controverfies by, it can never be pre- 
tended (hat it is the Hvhtg a*A fpeakrt^ 
$w£e that muft determine them. 

I conie new to the Vwo more receiv'd 
Opinions in this nutter % the one pu» 
it in a General Council, and the othef 
petak in the Pope*) and both the one 
and tne other pretend that the Omrtb 
Ktfrefentathtt -is in them. As for the* 
pietenee of feme who feem to make> a 
Third party, and believte it- to be in i 
Council connYm'd by thfrPopej th&if 
oaly a phtufible wayof putting itwhofiy 
in the Pope; for if the Definitions of* 
Council hav* no InfeH&illty in them* 
Pa till 
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Cmcermgthe Infallibility 
till the PopeVConfent and Approbation 
fc given; then it is plain, that all the 
Infallibility is in him, and that he only 
drafts to exert it in that (blemn way: 
For either Chrift gave it to St. Peter. 
and his %icceflbrs, or he gave it not J 
if hegave it not, that pretention is oat of 
doors. If he gave it to them,we plainly fee 
aaHmitations ki the grant 5 and whatfoe- 
ver Rules or Methods may have become 
authoris'd by Practice and Cuftoo?, they 
are<mlyBcc^fticalConftitutions,|)HtCan 

never be foppos'd to limit Chriftfs -Grant, 
oy togive any (hare of it to others. 
- . It will be: to no , purpofe to objed 
here, That as fome Confiitutiqns , pur 
own in particular* are fo framd, that 
the Legi/lative Authority , tho. it flows 
only from the King , yet is limited to 
ftcti a Method , that it cannot be ex- 
erted but, with the GoncurreneefOfi>r/* 
and Carnm»s t (o it may be alio in the 
Church f and thus the Pope cafl s only 
«fe his Infallibility in Concurrence iwith 
a (General Council, oratleaft that both 
together are Infallible. But tho human 
$<fcic;ties may model themfel^es & to 
thek.ljegyiation which way they will ; 
t&s ; will only prove, that as to tJieGo- 
r : vernment 
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vernment and Adminiftration of the 
Church, (he may put her felf into fuch 
a method, as may be thought mod re- 
gular and expedient ; and thus the Cburi* 
cil of Nice limited the Bi/bops of a Pro* 
vince to do nothing without the confent 
of the Metropolitan : yet whatever may 
be done in fubaltern Bodies, where things 
that are done amifs may be rediffd by 
Appeals v the Supream and laft Refort 
muft be left to the full freedom in which 
Chrift has conftituted his Church. It 
muft be further confider'd, That Infal- 
libility is not like ordinary Jurifdi&ion 
or Legiflatioo, which may be moulded 
according to the conveniences* of Socie- 
ty; it is a Privilege, which if the Church 
has it at all, ihe has it by an immediate 
Grant from Heaven ; and fo ihe muft enjoy 
mod apply it according to theTenor of that 
Granted (hecannotexped: to have it con- 
tinu'd to her,but as fhe obfepes the nature 
of the Grant. Indeed if it were given her at 
large to be modefl'd and 16dg'd as ihe pleafes, 
there might be a power in her to limit the 
ufe of it, to fuch forms as fhould be leaft 
liable to Exception or Abufe. But either 
it is granted to a (ingle peribn, or to the 
body in general : If it is granted to a 

P j (ingle 
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Angle perfon, (hen he, and he only has 

it. He may indeed, tf lie £lea4w, so 

order to hts being better infornVd or 

obey VI, call a General CtmcU 5 bat their 

proceedings are only preparatory to his 

ufing the InfaBihility, which is fingly 

in himfclf : Nor can the Divine Grant 

be limited as tothecxercheor ufe of it ; 

all fach Rules mutt ftill be at the Pope's 

{Jifcretion. On the other hand, If the 

Grant is given to the Gxnnraoity of 

tfaePaftors, then the Iitfafttility mtt& 

be in them, and cannot be limited or 

fuppofed to ftay for the Confentof any 

one J&hop ; for whatsoever regard may 

be had to any one man, byreafonof the 

Dignity of bis See 9 or his other Circam- 

(lances; yet ftifi this muft be but a point 

or form of hutrian Prudence : for die 

Jttftfiklity muft be where Chrift has 

placed it, and cannot be trantferr'd from 

whence, or be pot any where elfe : So 

unlefs it is kid, tint Chrift has put this 

Infallibility between Pope and Council 

|n fo exprefs a manner, as all Gonftttu^ 

*ions do, wh|ch are uader a mixed Le» 

giflation, which is not pretended ; then 

it muft be lodged either in a General 

Council, or in the Pope, and c«not be 

in 
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in both. Thi* thea is to be examin'd in 
the next place. 

I ,begin therefore to examine the Plea 
for the Infallibility of Councils. It is ' 
at firfi no ftnall prejudice againft this 
Opinion, that the Church was Confti- ^ ' 
tuted, and had continued 300 years fce- 
fore any thing that has the fhadow of 
a General Council was calfd : fo if an 
infallible Judge of Controversies be ne- 
oefliiy to the Church, here we fee fee 
fctofifted, in her hardeft times, in which 
fee was the mod diftreft both by He- 
jnrfies and Perfections, without one. We 
alfo fee , Thar fee bas been thefe lall 
130 years without one , tho thefe are 
warm Difputes among them, both m 
Speculative and Pra&ical Do&rines, both 
, fides reproaching one another with He* 
refy : and as there is little profpe<3 of a 
Gotmcil, neither thfe Court of Rome; 
nor die Courts c€ other Princes who 
have among them taken away aH the 
Primitive ami Cawomcal Rights of the 
Cbuuch, wdiich an honeft Council muft 
deftre to regain, being concern'd evef 
to have ope : So if a Council were . 
neqeflary, it is hoc very eafy to fee how 
it ftioald be bought together. During 
*P. 4 the 
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the Greatnefs of the Bman Empire* it 
was in the Emperor's power to have 
brought the Biftops together at his plea- 
fure : ' But now this depends upon the 
Pope, who fummons them, having ol> 
tain'd the confent of the Princes oiChri- 
ftendpm r which is fubdivided kitp many 
different Sovef aignties. This Matter de- 
pending then fo entirely upon the See 
of* Rome, there is no reifon to look for 
one from them ; for they pretending to 
have the Infallibility in themfelves, fhould 
very much derogate from that, if they 
fuqimon'd a Council for a dectfkm in 
Dodrinal Matters , they being in po£ 
feflion of judging thefe at Rome :■ and 
as for Matters of Difcipline, except we 
can imagine, that they will be content 
to part with that Authority which they 
have afium'd over all Sees and Churches, 
and over all the Canons of the Church ; 
we cannot fee reafon to fancy, that they 
will ever call one* If they fliould, the 
ponfent of all Soveraigns muft likewife 
be c^btaio'd j for it being a part of the 
Civil Authority, to keep Subjeds wit^- 
. lin the Princes Dominions, they cannot 
t# ! oblig'd to f$nd their Biihops. ^nd 
Pivinej to a Council unlefs they pleafe. 

This 
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This is a power which feems to belong . 
to them : It is certain they claim ir f 
and very probably would put it in ex- i 

ecution, if that matter came to be con- 
tefted : fo here are very great Contin* 
gencies to be conquered before a Genera! 
Council can be^ brought together : Now 
it is not very likdy that Chrift fliould 
have left fo great and fo neceflary a 
power to his Church, by which all Con- * 
troverfies muft- be judged , which yet 
mart be at the mercy of fo many Ac- 
cidents before it can be brought to 
work ; and that the bringing together of 
thofe Councils fhoukJ depend fo entirely 
upon them, againft whole Pretentions or 
Ufurpitations feems to be mod necefiary* 
But to go more clofely to this Opi- 
nion If the Infallibility lies in a Genera! 
Council, it is firft neceflary that we 
know who are the Members that muft 
conftitute this Council? whether the 
Laity have a right to be in it, and 
to judge, or not ? We find the Brethren 
as well as the Elders join'd with the 
Apoftles in that firft Council, to which 
ail fubfequent Councils pretend they have 
fucceeded, and whofe Style, // ff*n*ed 1$ASt ^ 
g ecd to the Holy Ghoft and to w y is one to 30. 

of 
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of the Foundations of this Authority. 
Why tbcn are tito Brethren or thewboU 
Churchy that is, Lay Cbrifttms, whom 
even the Apoftles, tho fojpir'd, took to 
confult and judge with them ; Why, I 
fey, are they now excluded*, ft is alio 
probable, that by Elders or Prtshytcn 
are to be meant; thofe to whom that 
name was afterwards appropriated > why 
then are they fait oat ? In a word, If 
by. a Divine Grant Infallibility belongs 
to a General Council, we have a p& 
Right to ask for a Definition of die 
Council, by the lame Authority: other- 
wife we may afcribe Infallibility to 
thofe to whom God never meant to 
give it. . Muftthis Council confifl of all 
the Bifhops of theChriftito Church? For 
tho this e both unrea&nable and foarce 
poffible, yet if die Infallibility is gtveo 
m common to the Pfftm and Bijhoft 
of the Church, then it will be hard to 
flwt out any from it , if became of their 
difiance, their Age or their Poverty, 
they cannot come to it: and if tho a gene-, 
rat Summons is pretended, to ghre all 
men a right to come, yet it is certain 
that only a few of thate who have lived 
at. .a difiance have come even in the 

beft 
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bell A«s j Thofe few will either be 
men of a greater degree of Wealth, 
of Heat, or of Health, ami will be 
probably men picktout by their Princes 
as the fitted to ferve their ends. Now 
if rite Divine Grant be to die whole 
Body, it will not be eafy to (hew, that 
even the moft numerous of thofe Meet* 
iogs, that pais for General Councils % were 
truly fufch. Or if it is faid, that thofe 
few of remote Provinces come in the 
name of the reft, and foreprefcnt them: 
k muft firft appear, whether fuch a 
thing as Infallibility can be deputed: 
indeed where a Cotnroverfy is already 
known, Churches oqy fend men ful- 
ly mftrttd:ed in their Dodfrine, who 
may be thereby well impower'd to de- 
dare, how the Do&rine ind Jradition 
has been fetled among them. But if • 
a Judgment is to be made upon the 
hearirtg of Parties , and the difcufiing 
their Reafons on bdth (ides, whqph muft 
be the cafe, otherwife here is no Infal- 
lible Judge 5 then in that cafe, men at 
a difttnce* who never heard the matter, 
but very generally and panUHy, can- 
not tlo this : therefore fttch as come 
to a Council, muft have the k\i power 

of 
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of Judging. We know that in Fa& fuch 
Powers or Inftru&ions are feldora given ; 
and in.thefe latter Ages they will not 
at all be allow'd ; for the Bifhops fo in- 
ftru&ed^muft be cbnfider'd as the Proxies 
of their Principals, and vote in their 
name; which is contrary to the pra- 
nce of all Councils, except that of 
Bafile; and can never be endured at 
Rome , where every Italian Biihop, tho 
his See is in fome places but a (mall 
Pariih, is reckonM in the Vote equal 
v with any of thofe few, that come from 
great Provinces. 

Now thefe are all Difficulties of fuch 
weight, that it will not be eafy to fettle 
them by any Divine Warrants, the Scrip- 
ture beihg filent as to all fuch matters. 
Nor is k clear, whether the whole 
Council mud agree in the fame Sen- 
tence j or if a major number, tho ex- 
ceeding by one fingle voice/ is fufficient. 
If the Council at Jerufalem is infilled 
on, as the Precedent to other Councils, 
we fee that All agreed there : And if 
this Infallibility is a power that Chrift 
has left in his Church, as neceflary for 
her Peace and Prefervatipn, it may be 
reafonablc enough to fuppofe , that for 

giving 
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giving their decisions the more Autho- 
rity, he fliould fo order this matter by 
his Providence, that they fliould all agree 
in their Judgments : For after all, when 
a. thing is carried but by One vote, tho 
according to the Rules of all Human 
Courts, it muft be good in Law ; yet 
it is not eafy to think, that God would 
lodge fuch an Authority, and fuffer it 
to turn upon fo (mall and fo' defpicable 
an Inequality. 

In conclufion, It does not appear from 
the Scriptures, whether in fuch decifions 
the Bifhops ihould expeft a Divine In* 
ipiration, fuch as that which fctled the 
Judgment in the Council of Jerufalem, 
pr not. The meaning of thefe words. 
It ftcmtd good to the Holy Ghofi; and 
to ut , feems to be]this 5 That as they 
of themfelves were refolv'd on making 
that decifion j ' fo an immediate Infpira- 
tion, which was own'd by them all, 
did finally determine them in their ite* 
Solution: or it may be fuppos'd to relate 
to that Effiifion of the Holy Ghofl upon 
Cornelius and his Friends : that being a 
fckmn Declaration, that men might be 
accepted of God, while they were 
yet ttitcitcwtmcifed J and that by confo 
; ; quence, 
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quence,the Sen t tie s were not bound to thg 
obfervanco of thofePrecepts,which did pot 
oblige any but fuchas were circamcifed. 
So that what they then decreed, was on* 
ly a general Inference which they d»e.w 
from that particular cafe: And i© they 
made a deculon in favour of ait the 
Gentiles* from that which had happen* 
ed to Carnelm. This is the cle&reft 
account that can be given of theft 
words, which underftood otherwise, look 
as if they had added' their dectfioa, as 
the giving a further ' weight to that 
made by the Holy Ghoft, or as » "v*e» 
hide to convey it, which is too ao* 
lurd to fuppoie : Now if any feuiltf 
upon that Council , they muft mafee 
the parallel juft, and mew that the 
Holy Ghoft interpofes in their- Cob* 
clufions. 

To all thefe Connotations, we mvft 
add this, That the firft Councils arc 
to be iuppofed to have underftood ttarir 
♦ own Authority ; or at leaft the feftft 

of the Church at that time concern- 
ing it. They confidered the feveral 
Paflages of Scripture , and framed their . 
Decifions out of them ; which w*#e 
afterwards defended; by feme who hid 
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been of their Body : not is if their Au- 
thority or Decifton had put an end to 
the Controverfy. They urge indeed the 
great numbers of the Bifhops tha t made 
thofe Decifions ; but ufe that rather as 
a ftrong Inducement to beget a preju- 
dice in their favoar, than as an Au- 
thority that could not be contradicted. 
in this ftrain does Atbanafius defend the Adua 4* 
Council of Nice .• For indeed even that of g»- «*• 
Num&err was to be fparingly. urged, af- cen '. 
ter the Council at Arming where Num- Aug. m. 
bers were on the other fide. Hie chief Mudm. 
Writers of thofe times make their Ap-*'*' 1 * 
peals to the Scriptures ; they bring ma- 
ny Panages out of them , and are very 
fhort and defective in making out the 
Doctrine of the Church from Tradi- 
tion, or Fathers, Aihmafim names not 
above {bur , and thefe had lived very 
near that time. Two of them, Oriyin 
and Dicrryjt**) were claimed by the 
other Side. There are but few, and 
very late Authorities alledged in the 
Council of Epbefm; and thofe at Choi- 
eedm made tneir definition chiefly up- 
on the Authority and regard to Pope 
Leo's Letter, in which there are indeed 
very many Allegations from Scripture, 

but 
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but not. (b much as one from aiiy 
Father. Thus it jis plain, both from 
the Pra&ice of thofe Councils, arid the 
Difputes of thofe who writ in defence 
of their Decifions, that it was not then 
believed , that* they had any Infallible 
Authority: fince that is never fo much 
as once claimed by any of that time, 
that I know of; a great deal being 
faid to the contrary by many of them. 
It is true, there are fome high Expre£ 
ilpns', both in fome of the Councils, 
and in fome of the Fathers of that 
; * time, which import that they believfed 
they were dire&ed by God. But this is no 
other, than what may be laid concerning 
Any Body of Good and ^earned men, who 
ufe a great deal of pious caution in 
forming their. Decifions. Therefore great 
difference is to be made between a plain 
afliiming an Infallible Authority, and 
Rhetorical JHints of their being guided 
by the Holy Ghoft ; the former dbes 
not appear., and the latter (hews, that 
inch as ufed thofe ways of fpeaking, 
dfcl not think them infallible ; but they 
believing that they had made good Deci- 
fions, did upon that prefume that they 
were guided by the Holy Ghoft. 
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£nd thus it appears in a great variety 
of Confiderations , that we have no rea- 
ion to believe that there is an Infallibi- 
lity in a General Council; and that we 
do not fo much as know what is necef- 
fary to make one* And to fum up all 
that belongs to this Head , The deci- 
sions of thofe Councils muft have an 
Infallible Expounder, as well, as it is 
urged , that the Books of the Scriptures 
cannot be of ufe to us , if there is not 
in the Church a living [peaking Judge 
to declare their true feafe. Now this is 
rather more neceflary with relation to 
the Decrees of Councils, which as they 
are Writings, as well as the Scriptures,' 
fo they, being much more Voluminous i 
and more artificially contrived , arid 
couched , need a Commentary much 
more than a few plain and fimple Wri- 
tings, which make up the New Tefta- 
ment. If then the Councils muft be 
expounded ; , there muft be, according 
to their main reafooing, an Infallibility 
lodged fomewhere elfe , to give their 
fcnfe : And the neceflity of this has ap- 
peared evidently fince the time of the 
Council of Trent j for both upon the Arti- 
cle of Divin&Grace, and upon their Sacra- 
Q^ ment 
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ttmt of Tenancy there have been, and 
ftill are, great debates among them opn- 
cerning the meaning of the Decrees of 
that Council $ both Parties pretending 
that they are of their fide? Who theft 
(Hall decide thefe Controverts, and ex- 
pound thofe Decrees? This mud not be 
kid over to the next General Council , 
for then the Infallibility will be in an 
Abeyance, and loft during that In- 
terval. 

So this Inference leads me to the 
laft Hypothecs, That the Infallibility \* 
in the Pope , and in him only. Anjd 
it muft be confefled, that this is the 
only Opinion that is confident, to it 
felf in all its parts: Here is a Jivhtg 
and fpcakmg Judge, and if he is not 
Infallible , it is plain that they have no 
Infallibility at all among them. And 
yet his Infallibility , as it is a thing 
of which no man ever dreamt for t\» 
firft nine or ten Ages , fo it has fwa 
violent preemptions againft it, that 
without very exprefs proof it will not 
be reafonable to expect that any (houM 
believe it. The Ignorance of moft Popes, 
the Secular Maxims by which they are 
governed , the Political Methods la 
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which they are ele&ed, the Forgeries, 
chiefly of their Decretal Epiftles , by 
tohidi their Authority was principally 
aflerted , and which are now as uni- 
verfally reje&ed as fpurious, as they 
were trace owned to be genuine ; theit 
fefpiring to the lame Authority in Tem- 
porals, for many Ages, which they 
have gained in Spirituals j their having 
diffolved the whole Authority of the 
Primitive Conftitutions , and Ancient 
Canons of the Church, and all that 
practice of Corruption that is in all 
their Courts, by which the whole or- 
der of the Church is totally reverfed : 
All thefe are fuch lawful and violent 
Prejudices againft them, that they mud 
needs fortify a man in oppofition to any 
iiidi ftretetafion, till it is very plainly 
proved. 

Thefe Chara<5ters agree fo very ill 
with Infallibility, that it is not eafy 
to believe they can be together : Since 
for above 800 years together the Pa* 
pacy, as it is reprefented by their owft 
Writers, was, perhaps, the worft Suo 
ceffion of meft that can be found in 
any Hiftory : And it will feem ftrange, 
if God has lodged fuch wonderful Powers 
Q^x with 
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with fuch a fort of men, and yet has 
taken fo little care of them, to make 
them look like the prbper Subjedb of 
that Authority. We do plainly fee , 
that the Primitive Church, even when 
they enlarged their Papal Authority, as 
to Government , did it ; what out of 
a refped: to St. Peter , and St. Paid , 
who they believed founded that Church, 
and fuffered Martyrdom in it ; and what, 
or mod chiefly , out of their regard to 
the dignity of that City, it being the 
Head of the Empire, under which they 
lived ; and this appeared by their giving 
the femePriviledges toConftantwopkfNhen 
it became the Imperial City , which was 
1 made fecond to the other, and equal to it, 
except only in order and rank : But as for 
the Dddhine of the Church, tho (till the 
regard to St Peter went far; yet when 
Liberius fubfcribed to Semiarianifm , it 
was never pretended, that his Authority 
had in any thing altered the cafe, which 
muft have been urged, if he had been 
believed Infallible. 1 

The Cafe of Honorius does fully diP 
cover the fenfe of the Church in the 
Sixth Century, concerning their Infalli- 
bility : He was- condemned as a Mom* 

thelitc 7 
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thtlite % by a General Council, which was 
confirmed by feveral Popes, who did by 
name condemn him. Now we are not 
a whit concerned in his Caufe and Con- 
demnation, whether it was juft or riot ; 
and whether it was upon a due exami- 
nation or not : It is enough for us that 
a General Council, as well as feveral 
Popes in that Age, had never dreamt 
of Infallibility ; othprwife they could not 
have condemned him , or believed him 
capable of Herefy.This might be brought 
down to many later Inftances, in which 
feveral Popes have been charged with 
Herefy ; one fhall fuffice. 

They have pretended to an Author 
rity from Chrift, to depofe Kings, and 
to transfer their Dominions to others : 
This they have not only done by force 
and violence, but by many folemn De- 
cifions, in which this Authority has been 
claimed as founded on feveral Paflages of 
Scripture, not forgetting thofe, In the It* 
ginning^ not, In the hegirming$ y did God 
create f and the great light that rules the 
day ; thefe, with many more, they have 
urged both from the Old and Neu> Tefta* 
ment. This they did with the utmoft 
pomp of folemn Declarations; and up- 

0*3 on 
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on this Head they .filled the World 
with Wars : Some few writ againft 
theie Pretentions, but^the Pope$ ftood 
to them, and carried tnem on in a courfe 
of five or fix Centuries with' all poflibfe 
vigour : And during tholje Ages this Do- 
. drine grew to be univerfatty received 
by the Learned and Unlearned, byaU 
the Univerftties, all the Divines* Cano? 
nifts, andCa/uifts, not onefinglePeifoo 
daring to oppofe fo ftrong a Current : 
So 'that Cardinal /Vrra* was in the 
right, when he affirmed that this was the 
Doclrine univerfally received id the 
Church for the laft fix Centuries, wkhr 
out contradiction ., before Calvin s days 5 
and thofe few that kerned to write 
againft it, durft only oppofe the- Pope's 
direct Power in Tempwals, as the Sitpt- 
rior Lord y to whom Kings were bit 
Vdffals, but durft not contradict bis All* 
thority over them in cafe of fic*efy* 

This then being fo pubJick and un? 
eontefbd a Point,, as it fbajies the Au- 
thority of Oral Tradition , and {hews, 
how Dodrrines, even in points in winch 
mens Interests did ftrongly oppofe them, 
could get into the Church, though not 
derived down from the Apoftles j fo it 

totally 
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totally deftroys, the Pope's Pretentions 
to I ofellibility , in the Opinion of all 
ftch as think this to be fimply unlaw* 
fill ; and that k fubverts the Order which . 
God has fettled in the World. For there 
h not any one FaA in Hiftory that 
can be Ids contefted , than that the 
Popes have aflumed this Authority , 
and that they have vouched Divine 
Warrants for it. 

To this alfo we may weH add am> 
ther train of .Difficulties, about th* 
Right to chufe this Pope ; in whom it 
is veiled; what number is neceflary 
for a Canonical Eledion 5 and how far 
Simmy voids it ; and who is the Com* 
petent Judge of the Simony j or in the 
cafe of different Elections, who fhail 
judge which of the two pretending 
Pbptfs, was truly chofen. It muft aMo 
be cleared in what form he is to pro- 
ceed, when Infallibility accompanies his 
Decifions j whether he may proceed upon 
his own fenfe , or with the advice of 
others , and who thefe muft be ;• and 
what Solemnities in the Publication are 
neceflary to make him fpeak ex* Cathe- 
dra. Here a great variety of Difficulties 
arife, which ought to be well cleared to 
<^ 4 U5 t 
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us, before we can be bound to acquis 
efce in fo great a Point as his infalli~ 
bility : And we ought to have thefe 
things made out by a Divine Authority ; 
for if Chrift has made a fpecial grant 
of Infallibility to the Bifhops ofRome % no 
Forms nor Rules invented by men can 
limit that. Thefe may be Rules agreed 
s on as fit to be obferved ; but after all, if a 
Pope is Infallible, by a Commiffion from 
Tefus Chrift, he muft be believed Infalli- 
ble, tho he fhould break through allthofe 
Forms, that men have only invented 

It remains then that we confider thofe 
Proofs that are brought to confirm this; 
fince without very good ones^ it is e*« 
tream unreafonable to urge fuch a Point, 
or to exped that it fliould be fubmit- 
ted to. Here all that was faid. formerly 
againft proving this matter from Scrip* 
ture, is to be remembred ; But waving 
that in this place, the Paflages that feem 
to be formal, for the Church in general, 
fire brought to fupport the Papal Autho» 
rity : For if great Powers are given to 
the Church , and if it does not appear 
that they are any where elfc , then 
they muft be found in him; he being 
the Chwrch'Rcprefentative. Put this 

is 
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is an abfurd Imagination , unlcfs they 
can fhew us , that God has lodged 
that Reprefentation in that See. As 
for th*t of 18. St. Matthew 17. for 
telling the Church, and that fuch as do 
not hear it, /hall be torn as Heathens and 
Tullicans: it muft be confefs'd , that 
thefe words barely in themfelves , and 
as feparated from all that went before, 
feem to fpeak out all that they plead 
for : but when the occafion of them, 
and. the matter that governs them, is 
confider'd , nothing is plainer, that our 
Saviour is here fpeaking only, of fuch 
quarrellings and differences as may hap* 
pen to fall out among Chriftians, who 
are by thefe words oblig'd to try alL 
amicable ways of fetling them : Firft by 
private endeavours, then by the interpo- 
lition of Friends; and finally ,by the Autho- 
rity of that Body orChurch to which they 
befong'd j and fuch as could not be pre* 
vailM on by thofe rpethods, were to be 
efteem'd no true Chriftians, but to be 
look'd on as Heathens^ or as very bad 
men. They might upon that be excom* 
municated, and profecuted afterwards in 
Civil Courts: fince they had no right 
$ ny more to the Tendernefe and Charity 

that 
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that ought to be among the Members 
of the Church. This Exposition has a 
fair appearance, and looks like being 
true, to fity no more at prefer* , for 
. that is enough, according to what was 
formerly laid down, fince the proofs of 
fuch a matter as this is, ought to be 
foil and home: This feems to look more 
favourable towards the way of the Con- 
gregational Churches, in which the 
whole AflfemWy or the Brotherhood 
govern all their Concerns j but does not 
fo much as by a hint feem to favour the 
; pretenfions,either of Popes or Councils; 
That Chara&er of the Church givcri 
iTim-st by Sc Paul, that it is the Pilfor and 
t$. the Ground of Tr*ih> is a figurative form 
of Speech* upon which it is never fafe 
to build, much lefs to lay fo much 
weight upon it : It is a defcription that 
the Jews gave to their Synagogues, 
and is by St. Paul appli'd to the ChurcH 
of Ephefus ; for it is vifible, that it has 
no relation to the Catholick Church : 
it being only an enforcing conftderation 
to oblige Timothy to a greater caution 
in his Behaviour there, ft has vifibly 
a relation to Infcriptions that were made 
on Pillars: but whatever be the tttidt 

Importance 
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Importance of the Phrafe, it is clear, 
that it is but a Phrafe, and therefore it 
cannot bear that which is raifed upon it. 

Sctoe Reflexions have been already 
g*ade on thofe promifes of Chrift to his 
Apoftles^ that the Spirit fbould lead them 
into *& Truths which plainly related to 
the infallible Condud: under which they 
were to be put ; but from thefe words 
themfelves, there is no reafon to infer, 
that the Promifes were to defcend to 
any after them j they relate to an imme* 
diatefnfpirationiib if they prove any thing, * 
they prove too much, That the Church 
matt (till have in it a fucceflive Infpiration. 
It fa urgM, that a parity of Reafon leads 
us to conclude, That this promife was 
ftill to continue, tho not in the fame man* 
oer,kitheChurch: But all fach Arguments 
are only conje&ural Inferences, and are 
at beft but probabilities ; fo that there 
is no arguing from them , and there- 
fore this can fignify nothing. 

Thofe words of our Saviour's with 
which St. Matthew concludes his Goipel, 
Lo J am with you always , even to the as. Mat, 
end of the world, infer no Infallibility, but 
import onlyji promife of Afiiftanceand 
frote&ion, which was a neceflary encou- 
ragement 
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ragement to the A pottles , who vnere 
Tent out upon fo hard and laborious 
as well as dangerous Comminlori. In 
±Cor.6. both Teftaments by God's being with 
u '' any, by his walking with them $ bis being 

13 "*•*•/* the midfi of them 5 his never leaving 
them , nor forfaking them ; no more is 
meant, but that he watches over them, 
that he dire&s, affifts and prote&s them 5 
and there being a vaft difference be- 
tween all this and Infallibility , it can 
prove nothing of that kind. 

So that in conclusion, the whole mat- 
ter muft turn upon the words of Chrift 
to St. Peter ; for thefe do not relate 
to the Church in general, but' feem. tq 
belong particularly to him : yet there 
is not fo much as a hint given to lead 
us to apply them to his Suoceflbrs j 
nor does he give any himfelf when 
he was writing his Second Epiftle, not 
long before his death, fince he mentions 
a Revelation that he had of its being 
near him; yet he does riot in thofe laft 
Warnings againft the Corruptees of 
this Holy Religion , give fo much as 
a remote Intimation of any Authority 
that he was to leave behind him for 
the Government of the Church, and 
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preferviog it pure from both Error and 
Immorality. Nor were thefe words of 
Chrift's fo much as pretended for many 
Ages, to import any Authority or In- 
fallibility lodg'd with St. Peter's Sue- 
ceflbrs. I do not now queftion his 
being at Borne, tho that matter is 
really fo doubtful, that even there, we 
are far from any degree fo much as of 
human Certainty. But to go on with 
thofe words of our Saviour's to St. Peter, 
There is one great prefumption that 
lies againft any peculiar Authority given 
to him by them, fince we fee not the 
leaft appearance , either in the Alls of 
the Apoftles, orEpiftles, of any peculiar 
Appeals or References ipade to him : 
On the contrary, He feems to be call'd 
to an account for his going to Corne- 
lius f and baptifing the Gentiles ; lie on- 
ly delivers his Opinion as one perfon 
in the Council of Jerufalem ; but St. 
James gives the definitive Sentence. 
St. Paul never makes any Appeal to 
him, in the Contefts of which he writes ; 
He fettles Matters, and makes Dedfions, 
without ever having recourfe to his 
Authority/ He. feems on the contrary 
to avoid it, and when probably fome 

of 
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of the Judaifcrs among the GaktUms 
were appealing to him , or at leaft td 
. fome pta#ices of bis \ St Paul ffieWi 
how he had fail'd in thofe matters : for 
tho the Apoftles were fo govirn'd by 0i- 
vine Inspiration, that they could not 
err nor be miftaken in points of Do&tirie ; 
yet as to their Adions, they were left 
to the freedom of their own Wills, and 
fo humane frailty might in fome In* 
fiances have prevailed over them. It is 
evident from that Epiftle, that St. Pad 
own'd no dependadce upon him \ not 
did he fubmit in any fort to him, as 
having any degrees in his CommHfioii 
or Authority fuperiour to his owfe 
Thefe are all fuch pregnant Intimation^ 
as make it more reafonabk to give futfh 
a fenfe to thofe words, as will import 
no fpecial Authority given to St. Peter t 
fince it does not appear, that either Sfc 
Peter or the Apoftles themfelves under- 
flood them fo : for fince they perfift afte*. 
wards to have their Difputes, n>j>hi 
of them was the greatefi ; it is plaify 
they did not underfland this to be tht 
Importance of our Saviour's Wortb, 
And k is as plain, that no part of the 
Scnpture-hiftory makes for this, but 
very much againft it. Now 
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Now as to the words themfelves* 
they begin with an Allufion to his 
Name, and Phrafes built upon fuch Al- 
lufioos, are feldom to be ftrkftiy and 
Grammatically underfiood. By, Vpon this it. Mac 
Jbck mil I build my Church, manyof«*»«9- 
the Fathers have undcrftood the perfm 
*f Cbri/l; others , which amounts to 
the fame thing, faith in him , or the 
Qenfejfion of that faith; for flri&ly 
fpeaking, the Church, can only be faid 
to be founded upon Chrift and his Do* 
&rine. hi a fecondary Senfe , it may 
indeed be faid to be founded en the 
Apoftles, and upon St. Peter as the firfi 
in Order, as well as the forwarded 
among them ; and fince the Apoftles 
are all reckon 'd Foundations, tho this a.Epti.2*. 
fhould be allow'd to be the meaning of 
thefe words, which yet is a fenfe in 
which they were not taken for many 
Ages, it will import nothing peculiar 
to St. Peter. What follows, of the gates 
ef beWs not being able to prevail again/l 
it, may either be underftood according 
to the Greek Phrafe, Death, which is 
often thus reprefented as the entrance to 
to the Grave, which is the fignification 
©fthe wad rendered HeH\ and then the 

meaning 
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meaning is, That the Church whicls Chrifjk 
was to found, was never to come to a period, 
and to die, as the Jewijfh Religion was 
then to do : Or by a Phrafe common a- 
Ynong the Jews, who underftand by Gates, 
theWifdom and Strength of a Piaee ; finra 
their Courts and Councils were held 
near their Gates : thefe words may fig* 
nify, that all the Powers of Darknefe; 
with all their force and fpite, fliould not 
be able to bear down or deftroy this 
Church ; but this does not bar any Er- 
rors or Corruptions from creeping into 
any part of it : For the word rendred 
prevail, properly fignifies an entire Vi- 
£tory, by which it fliould be conquered fc 
^ and extirpated. 

As for the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, that Chrift promifed to give to 
him, it muft again be confider'd, .That 
thefe words are figurative, fo that it is 
never fife to argue from them : fince 
figures are capable of larger and nar- 
rower Significations. No man will car- 
ry them fo far, as to think that the 
Eawer of giving or denying Eternal 
ife, is hereby put in St.Peter ; for that 
is fingly in the Mediator's hands. This 
fhews how difficult it is to know 

how 
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how much is to be drawn from a Ft* 
gore. 

By Kingdom of Heaven* through the 
whole Gofpels, with very few or no ex- 
ceptions, we find that the Difpen&tiod 
of the Meffias is to be underftood 5 this 
appears evident from the firft words with 
which both St. John Baptift , and our' 
Saviour begun their preaching, Repent, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at band i , 
and this is the fenfe in which it is takeri 
in all thofe Parables, to which our Sa- ' 
viour compares the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
and in thofe words, the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is among you t ta&it cometb not with 
oBfervationi or the like. This being laid 
down as that which will foon appear to 
every one that {hall attentively read, 
the Four Gofpels ; then by the Keys of 
the Difpenfation of the Mefftas, the molt 
natural and leaftforc'd fi^nification, and 
that which agrees beft with thofe words 
of the fame figure, he that hath the Key v^'t- 
of tf/e houfe of David ; he that openeth 
and no man flmtteth ; and that jbatteth 
and no man openeth ; and alfo with 
the Phrafe of the Key of knowledge, by ix + -. 
which the Lawyers were described ; for ji, 
they had &< Key with writing fahlet given 
R them 
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them as the Badg of their Profcfljon; 
which naturally imported that they were 
to open the door for others entr'mginto 
the knowledge of the Law : With which 
our Saviour rcproach'd them, that they 
entred not in tbemfelves, and kinder* d 
tbofe that were entring. From all thefe 
hints, I fay, we may gather, that according 
to the Scripture-phrafc,by the Keys of the 
Kiogdom of Heaven, is meant, that 3t,Pe* 
ter was firft to open the Difpenfation of 
the Gofpel j which he did in the firft 
preaching of it to the Jews, after the 
wonderful Penttcoft : and this was yet 
more eminently performed by him, when 
he firft open'd the door to the Gentiles : 
to which the words of the Kingdom of 
'Heaven fcem to have a more particular 
refpeft. This Difpenfation was commit* 
ted to him, and executed by him ', and 
feemstobeclaim'd by hjm,as his peculiar 
Privilege in the Council at ferufaUm; 
fo we may fafely conclude, that this 
is the natural meaning of thefe words: 
and is all that was to be imported 
. by them : and thofe who carry then 
further, rauftufefeveraldiftindions, left 
? they give St. Peter that which belong 

only to our Saviour himJeft 

What 
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What follows concerning the binding 
knd loofing in Heaven^ wbatfoeDer hejhould 
bind or loofe on earth \ is no fpecial Pri- 
vilege of StPeter\ iince we find the (arfie 
words feid by otlr Savioiir to all his 
Apoftles i fo that this was givert iri com* »•• Mi- 
lium to all the Apoftles. According to the * - ' 
lerife now given of the Kingdom of Hia* 
***, thefe words will be eafily underftood, 
Which are otherwife very dark : but they 
are full of figures, and fo ate not tt> bfc 
too far ftretch'd. By binding and toopHg % 
we find the Rabbits do comrtionly un- 
derftahd the affirming or dtnying the Obli- 
gation of any Precept that was in difpute; 
This then being a commota forai of 
fpeech among the Jerbs \ a genuine Pa- 
raphfafe of thefe words is, That Chrift 
committed to the Apdftles the difpfcnfa- 
tion of his Do&rine to the World ; iri 
which they ihould be authorised to diflblve 
the Obligation of the Mofaical Laws \ 
and to confirm fuch parts of them *s 
Were Moral, and perpetually binding i 
which the Apoftles ihould do, with fuch 
vifible Charaders of a Divine Authority* 
empowering and conducing them in ir^ 
that it ihould be very evident 5 that 
what they did on Birth i was ratified - 
R » ki 
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in ' Heaven. Hiefe words thus under- 
ftood, carry in them a plain fenfe, which 
agrees well \yith the whole defign of the 
Gofpel; but whatfoever may be their 
fenfe, it is plain, that there was nothing 
< here peculiarly given to St. Peter. 

As for our Saviour^ praying for St. 

a2.Luka feter y that his faith might not fail, and 

It John his reftoring him to his Apoftokte by 

i$. a threefold charge, feeAmyJheep or lambs ; 

it has fuch a vifible relation to his fall, 

N and threefold denial, that it is not worth 

the while to enlarge on ; or to (hew, that 

it is capable of no other fignification, 

and cannot be carried further. 

And thus I have gone through ail that 
is Ijrought from the Scriptures , for if- 
ferting the Infallibility of the Church J 
and in particular of the Pope's) and have, 
I hope hilly ihew'd, that they cannot bear 
that fenfe ,. but that they mud genuinely 
bear a plainly different fenfe, which does 
no way differ from our Do&rioe. It 
was neceflary to clear all this ; for tho, 
as was before made out, it is no proper 
way for them to refolve their Faith by 
paflages out of Scripture : yet thefe are 
yery goodobjedions to us, who upon o- 
ther Reafons do fubmit to their Autho- 
rity, There 
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There remains but one thing now 
, to be clear'd , which is this j If the 
Church is not Infallible, it does not 
eafily appear what certainty we can 
have concerning the Scriptures, fince 
we believe them upon the Teftimony of 
the Church $ and we have no other know- 
ledge concerning them, but what has 
been, handed down to us by Tradition. 
If therefore this is fallible, we may be 
. deceiv^I in our perfuafion even concern- 
ing them. But here a great difference \b 
to b$ made, between the carrying down 
a Book to us, and the Oral delivering of 
a Dodrine ; it being almoft as hard to 
fcppofe how the one could fail, as how 
the other fliould not fail The Books 
being in many hands , fpread over the 
whole Churches, and read* in all their Af- 
femblies,makes this to be a very different 
thing,from difcourfes that are in the Air, 
and to which every man that reports 
them, is apt to give his dwn Cue. 

A great difference is&ifo to be made, 
between the Teftimony of a Witnefs, 
and the Authority oft a Judge. If in 
any Age of the Church, Councils had 
examined controverted 'Writings , and 
had upon that paft Sentence, this had 
R 3 been 
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been indeed a judging the matter, but 
no fuch thing ever was. The Codex of 
the Scriptures was fetled fome Ages be- 
fore any Provincial Council gave out a 
Catalogue of the Books which tbey held 
as Canonical : For no ancient General 
Council ever did it; and tho theCanonical 
Epiftles, of which, there not being foch a 
certain Standard, they not being addreft 
to any particular Body that had preferv'd 
the Originals, were pot fo early nor fo 
jiniverfally receiv'd as the others were 5 
yet the matter was fetled without any 
Authoritative Judgment, only by exami- 
ning Originals, ami fuch other Methods 
by which all things of that nature can 
only be made out. But this matter ha- 
ving been fo fully confider'd and Hated 
4n another Difcourie, J fhail dwell, no 
longer on it in this. 

As for the Authorities . which are 
brought from fome of the Ancients ,. 
in favour of the Authority of the 
Church y and of Tradition 4 it is to be 
* ponfidered, that though the word Tra? 
dttw , as it is, now ufcd in Books of 
fcontroverfy, imports a fenfe oppofite 
$0 that which is written in , the Scrips 
|qrej y$t tr*$tio* is of its own figiufi* 
„ ; / " " V "' x cation 
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cation, a general word, tint imports 
every thing which is delivered : And 
in' this feme the whole Chriftian Re* 
ligion, as well as the Books in which 
it is contained, was naturally called 
the Tradition of the Affiles : So that 
a great many things, laid by Ancients 
to magnify the Tradition of the Apo* 
ftles, and by way of Appeal to it, have 
no relation to this matter. Befides, when 
men were fo near the Apoftolical Age, 
that they could name the Perfons from 
whom they had fuch or fuch hints, 
who had received -them from the Apo- 
ftles, or from Apoftolical men ; Tradi* 
tion Was of another fort of Authority, 
, and might have been much more fafely 
appealed to, than at the diftance of fo 
many Ages : Therefore if any thing is 
brought either from Irenaus or TertuU 
lian, that founds this way, here is a 
plain difference to be obferved between 
their Age and ours, which does totally 
diverfify it. 

But to convince the World how early 
Tradition -might either vary or mifre- 
prefent matters; let the Tradition not 
only in , but before St. Irenaus's time, 
concerning the obfervation of Eafter, 
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be eonfidered: which goes up as high 
as St. P«lycarp$ time : We find, that as 
th? feyeral Churches adhered to the pm r 
$ices of thofe Apoftks that founded 
them, fo they had quite forgot the 
grounds on which it feems.thefe van- . 
pus Qbfervations were founded : Since 
though it \s very probable, that thofe 
who kept Eqfar on the fewifi day, did 
ft, that by their condefcepdeace to the 
Jews in that matter, they might gain upon 
them, and foften their Prejudices flgainft 
Christianity s. yqt it does -not appear 
that their Succeflbrs thought of that at 
all ; for they vouched their Guftome, 
and refolyed to adhere to it ;. nor is 
there any thing mentioned on either 
flde , that gives t|s the account of thofe 
early, bat different ObfervatfQns. If 
then Tradition failed fo jiear its Foun- 
tain, we may eafily judge what account 
we ought to make of it at fo great a di- 
ftanco. t • . r 

Many things are brought with great 
pomp out bt$l.;4uftin\ Writings, magr 
njfying the Authority of thef Cfeurch, in 
terms, which after all- the allowances 
fhat are to be made for his difFufe and 
S r \m Eloquence, can fetidly be jufti- 
'■•■" ' tied? 
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fied : Yet when it is oonfidered, that he 
writ againft the Donatifis^ who had, broke 
th* Ztnity of the Church upon the pre- 
tence of a matter of fail , concerning 
the Ordainers of Cccilian, which had 
been, as to the point of fafi, often judg- 
ed againft them* And yet as they had 
diftra&ed the whole African Churches, 
fo they were men of fierce and impla- 
cable Tampers, that broke out daily 
into ads of great fury and violence ; and 
had fet up a prineitye that muft for ever 
brfcak the Peace and Union of the Church; 
which was \ that the vertue of all the 
publick A&s of Worflup, of Sacraments 
and Ordinances, depended upon the per- 
foaal worth of him that officiated; fo 
that his Errors or Vices did make void - 
all chit paft through his hands. Now 
when fo warm a man as St. AvftinhsA 
. (p bad a Principle, and fo iM a difpofi- 
ttoo of mind in view , it is no wonder 
\i he brought oat all that he coold think 
o<i upofa the fuhjed: ; fo no wonder if he 
caifes the Authority md the Privileges of 
the Church to a vaft height : Yet after all, 
the(e were not bis feried thoughts,- for 
he goes off from them* whenlpever he 
{lis aij eye on his Difputes againft the 

Tel* 
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Pelagians ; for the Syftem which he had 
framed in thofe Points, could not bear 
with any other notion of the Chwrcb % but 
that of the perfons predefiinated f to 
whom all the Promifes belonged. And 
thus whatever he himfelf afitirts in his 
zeal againft the Donatifls, comes to be 
thrown down , when the Pelagians are 
tin his vjew ; fo we fee from hence how 
much deference is due to his Authority 
in this Point. 

The laft head relating to this whole 
matter, is to explain in what the Au- 
thority of the Church does confift ; what 
it is both in matters of Faith and Dis- 
cipline. As to matters of Faith, it is 
certain, That every body of men is bound 
to ftudy to maintain its own Order 
and Quiet, and muft be authorised 
to preferve it ; otherwife it cannot long 
continue to be one Body. This binds the 
body of Chriftians yet much more, who 
are ftriftly charged to love one another 9 
to mrjkip God with one heart and month \ 
to be of the fame mind and judgment ; to 
* affemble themfelves together^ and to with- 
draw from all fucb as canfe drvifions, or 
corrupt the great Tru/I of the Faith com* 
mitted t9 their, keeping. It muft be 
; there- 



Digitized 



ed by Google 



and Authority of the Church. 2 j i 

therefore a great part of the duty of 
thole that are bound to feed the fleck, 
to obferve when any begin to broach 
new Opinions, that they may confirm 
the weak, and flop the mouths of eain- 
fayers : which as the Apoftles themfelves 
did during their own lives ; fo by the 
charges that they gave to the Churches 
in their Epiftles, and more fully by thole 
given to Timothy and Titus , it appears 
that a main part of their Care and Au- 
thority was to be employ'd that way. 
When therefore any new Do&rines are 
flatted, or when there arife Difputes 
about any part of Religion, the Payors 
of the Church ought to confider, whe- 
ther or not it is in a matter of any 
great confequence, in which the Faith 
or Lives of men may be concerned ? If 
the point is not of great importance, it 
is a piece of wifdom to connive at lefler 
matters, and to leave men to a juft 
freedom in things where that freedom is 
not like to do hurt ; only even there, 
care is to be taken to keep men in tern* 
per, that they become not too keen in 
the management of their Opinions ; and 
that they neither diflurb the Peace of 
the Church, nor State, upon that account 

If 
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If the matters appear to be great, ei- 
ther in tbemfelves, or in the confe- 
quences that are like to follow upon 
them , then the Pallors of the Church 
ought to confider them with an equal 
and impartial mind $ they ought to hear 
Parties fully , and weigh their Arguments 
carefully ; they ought to examine the 
fcnfc of the Scriptures , and of the bed 
times of the Church, upon thofe Heads, 
and finally to giveSentence : la which two 
things are to be confidered j the one by 
That great regard is due to a Decifion 
made by a Body of men, who (beat to 
have a&ed without prejudice or intereft. 
For I . confers it will be very hard to 
maintain fuch a refpe& for a Company, 
in which matters are carried with fo 
much. Artifice and Intrigue, as even 
Cardinal Palavkini reprefents in the 
management of the Council of Trent ; 
Where, Biihops were careiled or threatned, 
well paid, or ill ufed, as they gave their 
Voices c Such a proceeding as this will 
rather inflame, than allay the opposition j 
but a Air and equitable, a juft and calm 
Way of examining matters of difputey will 
naturally beget a reiped, even in foch as 
cannot yield a fubmiflion to their Decrees. 

After 
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After all, it muft be confefled, That 
no Man can be bound to a Wind Submit 
fion, unlefs we fuppofe an Infallibility to 
be id the Church ; yet Private Men 
owe to Publick Decisions, when decently 
made , a due refpe& ; they ought to 
diftrufl their own judgments , and ex- 
amine the matter more accurately: But 
if they are ftill convinc'd that the De- 
cifion is wrong , they are bound to per* 
fift in their own thoughts $ only they _ 
ought to oppofe modeftly ; to confider 
well the importance of Order and Peace ; 
and whether their Opinion, even fup- 
pofe it true , is worth the Noife that may 
be made about it , or the Diforders that 
may follow upon it. After all, If they 
are ftill convinced that their Opinions 
are true, and that they relate to the 
indifpenfible Duties of Religion, or the 
neceflary Articles of Chriftianity , they 
muft go on , as they will anfwer it to 
God , upon the Sincerity of their Hearts, 
and the fulnefs of their Convi&ions : 
So that the Definitions of the Church 
may have very good Efle&s, even when 
it is not pretended that they are Infal- 
libly 

Another 
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Another thing to be confider'd irt 
thofe Decisions is, That though they are 
not Infallible, yet they may have Au- 
thority, in this refpeft , That they are 
the eftabhfhed Dodrine of iucfa a Body of 
Chriftians , who will have no other to . 
be taught among them, and will admit 
none to be of their Body , or at lead 
to :be a Teacher among them, who is 
not of the feme mind. la this, it is 
certain, great Tendemefs and Prudence 
is to be ufed , and the natural liberty of 
Mankind is not to be too much limi- 
ted: But yet as any Man may fix and 
declare his own Opinion j fo certainly 
by a much greater parity of reafon, 
any Society or Body of Men may de* 
clare their Opinions, and {o far fix 
them , as to exclude all other Doctrines, 
and the Favourers of them, from being 
of their Body y or from bearing any 
Office in it: So that though fuch Deci- 
fions do not enter into Mens Confcien* 
ces , nor bind them further than as they 
are convinced by the Reafons and Au- 
thorities upon which they are founded; 
yet they may have a vaft influence on 
. the Order and Peace of Churches and 
States, 

M 
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As to Rituals, it is certain that there 
are many little Cirtumftances and De- 
cencies that belong to the Worfhip of 
God, the Order of Religious Aflemblies, - 
and their Adminiftrations ; and that in 
thefe, the Paftors of a Church , by the 
Natural Right that all Societies have to 
keep* themfelves in order , muft have 
a Power to determine all things of this 
nature. *fhi$ becomes yet clearer in the 
Chriftian Societies , from the Rules that 
the Apoftles gave to the Churches , To 
do all things in Order , and for the ends 
of Edification and Peace. There is not 
one of the Rules laid down in Scripture, 
•concerning the Sacraments, or the Of- 
ficers of the Church, to which many 
Grcumftances do not belong 5 now ei- 
ther thefe muft be. all left to every 
Man's liberty , which muft needs create 
a jarring difagreement in the feveral 
parts of this Body , that would both 
breed confufion, and look irery ridicu- 
lous and abfurd j or there muft be an 
Authority in the Paftors of the Church 
to meet together , and to fettle thefe 
by mutual content. All the greater 
Bodies of thofe who divide from our 
Confutations, have fome Rituals oftheir 
* own> 
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, own; fo the Difpute in this, muft only be 
concerning the degrees and extent of this 
Power : For if any Authority is allowed, 
it will not be eafy to fix any other 
Bounds to it, but this, that it muft hot 
invade the Divine Authority, nor do any 
thing beyond the Rules and Limits fet in 
the Scriptures ; for if there is the fcaft ; 
degree of Authority in the Church, the 
grounds upon which it is founded, muft 
carry it to etfery thing that cannot b6 
proved to be unlawful Bare unfitnefc, 
though it cught to be a Confidecation 
of great weight when fuch things are 
deliberated about 5 yet when they are 
, once concluded, can be no reafon for 
difobeying ihem , fince the fitnefe of 
Order , and the decency of Unity and 
Obedience is certainly of much more 
value , than any fpecial unfitnefs that 
can be fappofed to be in any particular . 
, Inftance. So that one of thefe two muft 
be' admitted , either that the Paftors of 
the Cliurch have no fort of Authority, 
even in the fmalleft Circumftances, but 
are limited by the Rules of the Scri* 
pture , and can only execute them 
ftricStly, and not go beyond them in i 
tittle* or this Authority muft gp to eve* 

rf 
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fry thing that is lawful 5 on that I will 
dwcH no longer here , the fuller difcuf- 
fionof tbii matter belonging to another 
Difcourfe. 

It is a natural Confequence" of the! : " 
Authority given to the Paftors of the 
Church, That they having declared and 
fixed their Doftrine , and having fetled 
Rules for their Rituals, may excom- 
municate fueh as either do not live ac- 
cording to the Rules of their Religion * 
which are a main part of their Doctrine^' 
Or do not obey the Confutations df their 
Society. Excommunication, in theftria- 
nefs of things $ is only the Churches 1 
refusing to receive a perfon into her 
Communion j now as every Private ihan 
is the Matter of his own A&ioni, it is* 
clear that every Body df Men muft alio be 
the Matters of theirs: And thus, though 
Excommunication in fome refpe£s isf 
declaratory, it being a folemn dentihcia- 
tion of the Judgments of God , accord- 
ing to the tenor of theGofpeJ, againfB 
perfons who live in an open violation bt 
fome one or more of its Law*; fd ft is* 
allb an authoritative ASt t by which 5 If 
Church refutes to communicate with! 
fach * Perfon.' In' this; it is true, Chtirchel 



Digitized 



d by Google 



2;& Concerning the. Infallibility 

^'. t)ught to-'maie 'khbteMf^tektmb* 
witfetheip as tosge and extenfere- aridiyr 
cojpflft with: fiherJUues of. Region 9 and 1 
of .Order ;,but after all, they having n*>rt 
Power over themfelves , and their* own J 
Addons, muft rbenfaf>pofesb&> be?lito> 
wiie cloathed wrth a Power to comnupf 
niqate with other Perfons,; or not to c&' 
it ^ a$ they feaU fee caufe 5 in which^i 
great difference is to be made between^ 
thrower in. k.'rfblf , and the^ufeTandff- 
management of it : for any Abufe*,whc*i 
ther , tftie, ; or only pretended *, tfeoogfah 
jthey may > well be , urgsd\ tw' pw>cure 'av 
proper Reformation of thtan , yet <tttn- 
no;^*lle;dg<?d ;agjaioft the^ Power itfetf^' 
wh[ch u both jjaft and fflecafiaryii *<<" »'• ' 

It is not fo wry dearJo ^Ut&the Sub- 
ordination in which the Church: is tofte . 
put ( uod*r ther> Ovih Power j *and how-"* 
far,all A&S/;of Church* Power are fob* > 
jecfi to tfej-iLaws and PoJicJesfctfrihofo- 
States to whieh the feveral Ghqrches dV ,; 
belong. Jt i&certain , that the Magk- 
ftrate's, being: a iCbriftkn on jnot* dot*' 
notj^t ail a|te* theiCafe,:. that has only «•*' 
relation to his.^wnfelvationVfor his A»«" » 
thogityis.the-feme., whatever his Belief • 
may, be in matters of > Religion, His''•- , 
\?,f. ::•'..- ■: '.:a. . f -^ defign- 
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d^fWnroted or to de.ftroy Religion, " 
um'tbB Cafe more fenfiblyj for the 
retj0d£°td that Protection, and.to thftjj 
Pa^Tatftf Order that follow upon it, 
toj&tlier with the Breaches and Difor- 

S^sPf ht fo11 ™ u ?°, n m j 5? """ 
aentandltig between Church and State , ; 

areftiif&rs of fuch Confequence, that 
it is not'E^nly meer Prudence, which may 
givte perfiiaps too ftrong a Bias to carnal f 
ftttsffytt Policies ; but the Rules of Re- 
lig^n,Vfiich oblige the Church, to fhdy 
to'jwftifte that Order and Protection, 
wKch is "otie of the chief BlefTmgs of the 
Society'', and a maiq Inftrument of do- 
ing'miich jgo8d. Great difference i$,to^ 
be made 1 between an Authority that a&s 
withiVifible defign to deijroy Religion, 
and 'anbttier 1 ' that intends to protect it, 
but that errs in its conduS: , and does 
often reftrain the Rules of Order , and t 
imp6fe hard and uneafy things : Cer- 
tainly in -the latter much is tp be born 
with /that may be otherwife uneafy, 
becaitfe the main is ftill fafe ; and pri- 
vate HipS When endured and fubmitted 
to , can never be compared to thofe pub- 
lick diforders, that a rigid maintaining 
of that which is perhaps in it felf good* 
S % muft 
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160^ Concerning the Infallibility 

muft.occafion. But when the defign is 
phtih , and that the Condu 6t of the Civil 
Powers g6efc againft the Truth, of Re- 
ligion , eithW in whole , or in any main 
Artiqfe bf it , then the Body of the 
Chrffiiansof that State, ought to fortify 
themfelves , by maintaining their Order, 
and their other Rules , in fo far as they . 
are neceflary to their prefervation. 
,Upqn N the \fthole matter, it does not 
' *pp«ar that the Church has any Autho- 
rity to a& in oppofition to the State, 
but meerly in thofe things in which the 
Religion that (he profefles is plain and 
pofitive ; fo that the Queftion comes to 
be really this, Whether is it better t* 
obey Odd, than Man > There, the Rule is 
clfcar , and the Decifion is Toon made : 
So when the Church ads meerly in 
obe&ence to the Rules and Laws laid 
down in Scripfitfe, fuch as, in deplaring 
th6 Dodrine, in adminiftrmg the Sa- 
craments , and maintaining the fetled 
Officers of the Church , me is upon a' 
lure Bottom , and muft.caft her felf up-* 
on the Providence of God , whatever, 
may happen, arfd (till obey God ; but in 
aH things that have arifen opt of an- 
Gkfct Cuftoms and 1 Canons > ia every 
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thing where flbe has not a Law of God 
to fuppprt her , I do not fefi ?ny Poyp?r 
flie has to a& in oppofition to Law, and 
to the Supreme Civil Authority. 

In this the conftant praftice of the 
Jews is no fmall Argument : ( whofe San- 
hedrin % thatfufas a Civil Court, : and the 
Head of their State j did give Rules 
and Orders , which theirjipRefts y«te 
bound to obey, whea notfioptrary to 
the Law of God. We are |u?e ? thifir was 
the Rule in our Saviour's time? antj it 
was never cenfured nor reproved by him, 
nor by the Appftles : The /^rgument fe 
al(b ftrong, that is drawnJfrom the con* 
ftant pradice.of theCl^cji, from the 
time that (he firft had, the prote&ioa 
of the Civil Authority, till the times 
of the Papal Domination, m which we 
find, the Emperors all along making Laws 
concerning all the Adrainjljratiorisofthe 
Church : : we find thejm receiving Ap» 
peals in all Church- mattery which they 
appointed fuch Biihops : a& hapned to be 
about their Courts , tq examine ; this 
was like our Court of Delegates; for the 
Biihops, who judged thofe matters , did 
not ¥ a<9: according to Canon, or by the 
Eccfedaftical Authority , which had put 

S i the 
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the Church in abated line of .Subordi- 

toifcJft ,''^c6raing to thd'divifion of the 

WSttriffi* 3f the- Empire : thev aded 

hSWy^rfrffihperial Authority; fo that 

though,«^were Bifhops 1 ', they afled 

^t^Emp^br'sCommiflion. SuchAu- 

'tf&rfrieS '^s^efe'; drawn "Tfrom the pra- 

^fccfeg o&m' Jewijk and the Primitive 

^H&dfl^iare 1 at leaft ftrong inducements 

^^Ife^fels to be true. But the Ar- 

giSWrli'ttftf feems to determine it, is, 

? Tfia% , Mei J cannot be obliged to obey two 

\ ^i^ritffatfthorities, that "may happen 

tf&'ctinwfHfiSt one another 5 this were a 

^bge^Wrradion in Mens Thoughts 

IPAet GphfJffirjces , and therefore it can- 

■Met^eiupp^Ted that God has put them 

mii&i mm divided Authority ; for 

mT&mphrm will eafily be fetcrTed with- 

t»ah iridhJhe ad fpiritualia. Since then 

feffery Soul^. bound under the hazard of 

^ihinatibti r w obey the Supreme Powers, 

^-nauft;b8° bound to obey their Laws 

ft* bVery ifofyg that is not contrary to 

. fhCLaiff ofiRSod ; which ieems to be the 

«>r»ly 'LimBation that this can admit of. 

That fettles this whole matter, which 0- 

iherwife muft be ravelled out into vaft 

Intricacies } and yet it muft be fuppofed 

: : for 
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for certain , that the Rule for Mens obe- 
dience muft be diftin<9; and fixed. 

To conclude this whole matter ; The 
beft and fureft way for preferring the 
Order and Authority of the Church , as 
well as its Peace and Profperity , is for 
the Clergy to live and labour fo , to be 
fo humble and modeft, fo felf-denied and 
heavenly-minded , that from thence the 
Laity may be brought to fee, that what- 
focver Power they have, will be em- 
ployed for the Publick good of the whole. 
This will make them to be lefs jealous, 
and more fubmiflive; and this will fe- 
cure to them, moft commonly, the pro- 
tection, and encouragement which they 
may expe& from the Civil Powers ; who 
win be apt to have regard to their Cler- 
gy ; according to the efteem which they 
obferve their other Subje&s have for 
them. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 

--Tr-pp . ■ , r 

Concerning the . 

OBLIGATIONS 

To continue in the 

Communion of the Church. 

THERE is nothing that concerns 
the Peace and Order of Churches, 
and indeed the quiet and good 
government of Mankind more, than 
rightly to underftand our Obligations 
to continue in the Communion of that 
Church in which we were born, or 
which is the main Body of that Sociey 
of Chriftians among* whom we live. The 
extreams in this matter are dangerous on 
both hands. A lazy Compliance with 
every thing that is uppermoft, btecaufa 
qf the Law and Advantages that " may 
> be 
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I266 Concerning the Obligations 

be on its fide ; and an implicite be- 
lieving and receiving of everything 
that havens (to bpjgr^o^^ tajs, does 
on the one naflg deprefs our Faculties, 
renders us fo eafy to every Form in Reli- 
gion, that we,becgme at jaft indifferent 
to all, andcohiernedln°none; it makes 

fottifh ftupidity. On the other hand, a 
wanton cavil|ing v Jtt , ^e8y thing, the 
breaking of an Eftablifhed Order, the 

Parties; Tne quarrelling about nicer points 
of fpeculation, or fome lefler matters in 
Rituals, do oec$fion much. pafli6n jjffiB 
aniri^afity, they take menmuohoff Jbm 
the grs&u ?pd$ of Religion, they dmde 
Chriftians from one another, andflwp^ 
them agaiftft one another ; all which git 
Evils . of fq high, a nature in .themfekei, 
fupdip iheir Conferences, that it>wifi 
^e, pf great advantage to find fo.true* 
mean, in this matter^, that in.it,we riiay 
avoitf the mifchiefs.ot both extrearas* « 
Jhe foundation theri t A be. lakl hew, -ii 
firft, tp confider the natural obligation 
that all men, whp atelinited by any; com- 
mon Bond, come under to maintain a 

cordial 
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^X^fad^fifaaioii, and a mutual good tin- 
derftaoding among'tbemfelves ; both as 
>tt , is c an iaftrunient to preferve - and 
(ftrengthen their Body, 1 and as it makes 
dkch a Body of men eafy and happy. 
Bwbthis, that is a confideration common 
tpbaU -joint Bodies of men, becomes 
TOiiQb ftrongcr in the Ghriftian fteltgi- 
jfH^I iicrae of its main defigris being to 
r lmi£ /mens hearts to one another., by 
4 ctisbcfcffnefs of ^brotherly \kindnefs and 
dmtiy : Oar Saviour having made 
j&islthe diftindfctoin , by which all the 13. John 
g&mli might knew Ptko were his difciples, 35- 
antllwho were not fo. And all his Apo- 
sftlesv liave in every one of theif Bpi- 
JUe&r, joot excepting the Jhorteft , preft 
4bi& akiheh a variety of copious and moft 
jeameft Dire&ioto , that whofovcr reads . 
fat J$tw Teftamtnt > carafully, mtrfl fee t 
jlfattLihis is ^rilgfged on beyond all rhe 
Other Duties of our Religion, and preft 
in ;tfre *no£t comprehenfive ,words, and 
with the njett enforcing considerations 
pstfible. Thg chief <Jf all being the love 
whiefcaur Saviour hmvfelf bate tons ; in 
imitation pf whfchV^e has required us 
toj/tWL'^ff a*othery'4*kve enemies, to pop 
ijtt wtd taforgiDt $jwieS) doing gvid for • 
?;,;.;, * evil; 
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roih, to relieve the neceflitous, and have 
bowels of compaffion fpr all men. 

This is a main part of the glory, as 
well as of the duties of our Religion. To 
advance this, and to endear us to one 
another, we are obliged topray with, 
and for one another ; we are bound to 
aflembleour felves together, that by our 
feeing of one another, and meeting: in 
the feme Ac*s and Duties of Religion, 
our love and union may become Wron- 
ger, and more firmly cemented.. Sacro- 
. ments are facred Rites, friftitutbd hot 
only to maintain our Devotion towards 
God , as A&s of Homage and Solemn 
Vows made to him, but liliewife as Bonds 
to knit us together, as well as to, unite 
us to our Head : And it is no firiatf cow- 
firnjation of all th|s, that our Saviour in 
hislaft and iongeft Prayer to the father, 
nst.Joh when he was interceding for his Ghind* 

v«fe,x, TT^ *? **** fcoaen.IaoldJ 

4i,ia,z 3 ! "*° hve times,m no veryJongPrayerjthat 

they might be one, and be kept and made 

perfeZtinonei andthe Unity prayed.fof 

isfofublime, that it is compared to, that 

Unconceivable Unity ot Union that was 
between the Father and the Son j andte, 
% this the World wasto be convinced of the 

truth 
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truth Of his Religion , That the world v«ft »i. 
might believe that the father bad feiit • 
htm 

More needs not be faid upon this 
Head to make it evident,that it is of the 
greateft importance to the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, to maidtain an entire union a- 
rnong its Members s and that the chief 
mean of doing this, is their uniting 
themfelves in the lamp A<9:s of Worfhip.' 
Now the only Qjieftion that will remain, 
will be, How far muft this go ? and the 
1 only Anfwer that can be made to it , is, 
That it muft go, till the Body, in which * 
we happen to oe engaged, impofei un* 
lawful terms of Communion on its Mem* 
bers : In that cafe w6 mtift remember, 
that // is better to obey God than man; and 
that we muft feek peace and truth; iince 
an Union on unlawful terms is a combi* 
nation againft God and his Truth, and 
is no piece of Chriftian Charity. This 
will be agreed to on all hands in the ge- 
neral. So I will go next to examine the 
Pretences for disjointing this Union a- 
mong our felves, and fee whether the , 
main Body among us, I mead our Church, 
has impofed unlawful terms of Commu* 
sionra her Members 5 for if that is true, 

wt 
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we by t foidoiog'have^biiote thk UnwhT 
'*" or. whether any whobav»-leparatcAfWtai«< 
' us, have not done it upon Ids binding*^ 
Confederations , fpr then they have 1 bro- 
ken the Union. T: - 
.Tbis,! will manage with all jxiffiWr" 
faineis, and without thefeafcrefleclnotP't 
on Perjbos. and Parties; •> I wiH fkate ithew^ 
grounds, and put their ArgumehtsV' wifh m 
the utmoft force that A can appr^hend^ 
belongs, to them ; and wheilii hive weighed 
ed. them 1 I will kavethet U'hokHmawe*'* 
to an Impartial coofideratioft The^firftr. 
pojn$,!in f which every man muft- fix iris * 
thoughja^ is, that it is not free'to hiffiflto^ 
chu&ta whiebBody Iie.wiitjoin'himtel^c 1 
as it is free to him. to chufein which P& x ' 
rity he .will i€tt4«s himfelf ; for fince^alK 1 
Parifces make* bat one> Cdmmunk>n> «nd r ' 
Churchy the. one can not be compared' #o q f 
the others And if aU*hat Was faidtofbfej' r 
is true; thea certainly it il not lawful fbjr " 
anymani to break the Union of the BodyV ■• 
unkfs he k perfuaded- that it canriot bfc n 
maintained! but upon" unlawful < terms/ 1 ^ 
Therefoi* except a man is under tWa^ 
periuafipri; lie fins if he departstfrom the r " 
Union. -of $he Body.- 'But fince l C«i^ J '' 
e/tc&4& a word that: may*- be tried In the^ 

fol- 
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following parts of this Difcourfe, its true 
noM^ght -fc^^fiM ; which 
is,;^63r^r^io%e^natural fignification 
of^e w^J^noi ifIXianguage9 9 an inward 
peifdifihn, founded '"upon fome reafon, ap- 
frlhttidtd to SetruCj concerning the law 
futnifi cPmlawfuinefs of a thing. By this 
ititrill appear, thajt a bare averfion or 
difliketo'a^ingi 1 without any reafon 
on 'which that dmifce is grounded, can- 
not be called Conftiince ; fince things 
wiffl r Which Wtfare not acquainted, or 
thiF&re urid6ufti r i;p'as, which we have 
ofttilfhdtrd fpokteh againft, are difliked ( 
by'iis, through a frdbit or prejudice con- . 
cervfed ? againft them 1 ;: but unlefs this is . 
founded 'upon forrte'reafon ? that appears > 
to ttt tHie, drawn either from the nature . 
of things, or frortftlie Scriptures, it is not , 
Confcience. I do not*fay, that every man , 
undfetthefe Coitvi&fons muft be able to 
maintain thqfe his Rbafons to others, to , 
be jdft q arid good 5 for then a better Ar- : 
gu6r, who can fileriee him, fhould be able 
to after his CoHfciinhe ; But though he 
cannot anfwer Obje&ions , yet as long 
as his Perfuafion appears to be well > 
grounded to himfelf , fuch a man is {till-; 
undeir the boqdsof his Confcience. I am 
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not tiow to examine how far an erring 
Codfcience obliges, or at leaft excufes: 
It is enough^ to have ftated in general 
» the true Notion of Confcienec, by which 
every man that does not intend to de- 
ceive himfelf* may certainly know, whe^ t 
ther he is really under the perfuafions 
of Cdnfcience, or if he is only guided 
by Humour, Conceit, or the power of 
. Education and Prejudice. 

The main Foundation oiit of winch 
moft of the Obje&ions againft feme 
tof the Terms of our Communion are 
raised, ii this, 4 That the Church is only 
•empowered to execute thpfe ftules and 
€ Orders that are fet Chriftians in the 
c 5cri^tures: That the pretending to 

* add to thefe, is to accufe the Scrips 
4 tare as defe&iVe 5 that all Additions 

* to thofe Rules fet us in Scripture, artf 

* Superfluous Ufages : That they im- 
c ppfe a yoke upon us, and fo deprive 

* lis of our Chriftian liberty • That if 
M fofrife Rites may be added, others upon 

4 the like reaforis may be alfo added to 

c thefe, and (b on without bounds : as . 
€ in Fad it appears } Thai when the 
' Church went once off from the firft 

5 fitoplicity , hi which the Apoftles dtf 

'hver'cf 
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1 JiyerM the Chriftian Religion to the 
% World} and. that new Rites were in* 

* vented to beautify -die Worfhip: thefe 
4 Addition? did at laft fwell top. to that 
4 intolerable height, in which tliey are 
4 now in the Church of Rme<< In Re* 
€ ligious Matters, it is not enough, ac- 

* cording to St. Paufs Rule, that a thing 

* is lawful i it muft alfo be expedient: t Car. ii^ 
1 but for that : pretended .expediency 1 * 

* which is alledgcd for fome Rites, 
c that they ^re exprsflive and fignifi- 

* cant 5 -it is rather an Argument a« 
4 gainft them; for a fignificant Ceremo- 
4 ny, is. of the naturp of a Sacrament* 
€ The common definition of which, 
4 that it is zvifible fifpof an invifihle Graco 
' agreeing to it \ and certainly the 
4 appointing Sacraments is: above the 

4 power of the Church, and can belong. • -. 

* only to. fe/tu Chrift^ who is its Head 
4 and Founder. But all this is in ap- 
4 pearance the ftronger, if Rites fo en- 
4 joined have been abus'd to Idolatry * 
4 and are parts of an Idolatrous Wor- 
4 flbip: To refain thdc, is to confer^ 
4 our felyes to it $ tho the Scriptures 
4 command us to : come out from among 
4 aU iiipb, and not to be conformable td 
\ ■ "T 'them, 
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* Kings < thehi. Hezekiabbtoh^i6 Brfofit Ser- 
li - * r pe*t t thcr a , Memorial 6t * f^nal Mi- 

'racle, in which it had been ffl fonde 

* fort an Inttrament ;, yet wfceti even 
'that was abus'd t® Idolatry, dtfood 

* King broke it to pieces. , this will hold 
' ftronger againft things that are bat of 

* human Inftitutibh, "that they otrght 

* to be taken away, how innocent ioe- 
€ ver they may bfc in themfeltes, after 

* they are grofty abus'd. To keep up 
'the ufe of fach things, i»t6ft»Ddsli2e 

* and offend the weaker Cnrutians* tho 

* St. Pa*/ lays great weight upon this, 
14. Rom. * •°d charges alT Chriftians not ft Uya 
13. ' ft wiling- Mock in «neanet\kri 9ay; be 

c calk t he doing otherwife*. fhfe $eftHym£ 
V. 33. * a wea k Brother; and in conelufibtf, fiftcc 

# 'Stfattl faia, wbat/hever uMtyfaitb, 

* » jfr: thefe Rites therefore not beiflg 
*■ warranted from Scriprtre, dirinor bee/ 
' /Sutyfr, the dyed of- which is a Divine 
c Revelation j they muft therefore be fin- 

'■■ .' ?M. • • '" ' 

And thqs I have let down all the 
Branches of the Plea agfiinft Ceremonies, 
With as much ad vantage as I ran imagine 
belongs to them. I go therefore ifl the 
next place to take it to pieces, and 

t» 
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to examine the ftrength of the whole, 
and of every pare of thisReaibmng', 
that, as mirtlke acknowledged, wants not 
fiur and fpecious colours. •■ 

The main* ftref?Jies upon this, Whe» 
ther the Church in her Ritiuals is lb li- 
mited to the Scriptures, that flic hate no 
power to add any thing to what is pre* 
Jcribed in them f Great difference is to 
be made between matters of Dodrioe, 
Rules of life, FocderaJ Ads , together 
with the other Ads of Worfhip which 
are parts of the Nem Covenant, or con- 
ditions of it ; and fome Ritual Appoint*- 
ments, fucb as the Circumftancesof thofc 
Inftituted Ads, the forms for the Solemn 
Ads of Worfhip, together with fome 
other Inftitutions which are helps to 
Devotion, and dofix or raife the attention. m 
For the former fort, it is confefs'd, That 
Chrift and his Apoftles having delivered . 
this Religion to the World, it muft 
continue in the fame ftate in which 
they fetled it, without additions, orva* . 
nations: hut (bee all inftttneed A&ibns 
muft be determined by the Circamftancas 
of perfons, places, times, words and po* 
fares, thefe muft be alt manag'd with 
fuch Decency and Beaaty, at may carry 
T a on 
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.<in fhe Order aod Edification of* the 
Church ; and mice ibme Actions feem 
to have a very natural tendency to give 
good Impreflions, and to raife a feriouf- 
•oefi and awe for Divine Performances, 
thefe may be alfo appointed by thofe 
who are to feed, teach and ytide theit 
people. 

We fee the Jews-, tho their Religion 
/eems to have in it a fuflicient (hare of 
Rituals, did add a great many Ceremo- 
nies to thofe which Mofes gave them* 

. They had in their Pafchal-Supper a thick 
ifowce of Dates, Almonds, and Figs, poun- 
ded together, and wrought up into the 
form of Clay, to remember them of 
the Clay of which their Fathers bad 
made Bricks in the Land of &gyf>t ; and 
yet our Saviour obferv'd his Fafchak 
Supper with the lame addition :, for this 
was probably the fa wee into which J*et<u 
dipt the Sop. They had likewife a form 
of Initiating Profelytes into their Rett- 

• gion by fiaptifm, not mention'd in the 
QU Tejtanieut $ and after their Pafchal- 
Supper, the Table was fpread a fecond 
time, and nothing but Bread and Wine 
was fet on it : yet tho thefe two laft 
mention'd were Rites added by them to 

the 
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the Divinfe Institution , our Saviour was 
fo far from condemning them for thole 
additions, that he took thefe,and hallow'd 
,them to be the two Foederal Rites of his 
own Religion : Nor does he fo mtteft 
blame the Pbarifees for the obferVatifltt 
of thofe Rites which Tradition had han- 
ded down to them r as becaufe they Yet 
that value on them, as to make the La\*s 
of God of noeffed upon their account, 
When thofe voluntary aflwm'd Ceremo- 
nies were preferr'd by them to the Moral 
Law it felf ; fo that the over- valuing of 
Rituals, and the imagining that by them 
Compenfation can be made to God for 
*he weghtifcr Matters of the Law, Fakfy 
Juftipe, arid the Love of God, is indeed 
fevercly reprimanded by our Saviour t 
but the bare obfervaiice of them ifr n6 
where cenfur'd by him. Oft the cbii* 
trary, The whole fervice of the Syna* 
gogues'was only a human Inftitution^ 
no print of any Divine Precept ippeaf 2 « 
ing for it in the whole Oldteffameni} 
yetourSaviburcataetothet^%riago|uesr, • 
and bore a fhare in thb h&s of Worfhip 
that wefee jfctfortfti tfcfere. A peafhvai 
Inftittfttti by the Utac&lees, in comme* 
moratfaa o£ thei? 1 having ^urg^d tfri 
Tj Temple 
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• Temple, from- Idolatry, whicfc wis ob« 
ferv'd byjcpp Sswiour; ^ndf the whole 
jfrtwTtfiament is full of alkifions to* feme 
forms and Itftes which were then pre* 
A$d by 4iet?««?^^n their Worfliip, the 
. np where inftituted in <faeVOA/ 746* 

t o ^here are ajbo ibme Precepts given ta 
$fee *&>». Teftment about Ritual Matters* 
which are new taken away only by di£ 
ufe ; that is , by the Authority of the 
Church that has cUfconcinu'dthepradice 
of them : fuch is the Decree that the 
Apoftles with the reft at JtrufaUwt marie 
• Aa uptoft the eating oi meats jim&ledj cr 
t 9 \ (feted U JAdhi er ef /W; which as 
fhey arejoin'd with Fornicat'm* fo the 
prohibition of them is redkonM among 
t$*cejfary tkitge, yet thefcare. now no 
more confider d, , as forbidden : that 
prohibition being lookt op either aa%t 
* ' . compliance with the J«w„ in- thofe pre- 
cepts which they beheve.w^re given to 
the Sons of Hoak$ or as ?, ditedjtion to 
keep the Ghriftians at a due 'diiftance 
from all compliances with i the- </#*/#« 
in their Idolatrous pra&iie&i And now 
that all regards to the Jffcw have 
# ceafed f with Gotfs re/edting^ them from 

: . V ■ being 
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beina bis peonle, %% the deftrueltion „Qf 
JcrttJaUm> and all dajQger pf coming 
too near the pra&ifes .of the. Gfintik^ 
is like wife at an end* we living no more 
among HeatjheniOi IdoJaters i the nature 
of the things, prohibited by that Decree, 
notbeihg.eviliothemfelves, when the 
ground of the Prohibition ceafes, all 
men reckon that the Prohibition muft 
he at an end.. Here then the Authority 
Kpd Pradife of the Church feems tobje 
ftrong, even in bar to an Apofltolieal 
\Decre« i an^fpne of thole Bodies thai 
arepflended at our Rituals, have revised 
this : So at Jeaft this Argument is. of 
force agafift thofe who do it not ; for 
certainly a greater degree of Authority 
is neeeflky to take away a pracWetfeat .. . 
has. the face of a plain Commandment 
in Scripture enjoining it, than fqr ** 
.adding fuch Rites as are; recommended - > - , . 
by new Emergencies. Xp this may be 
added the Practife and Rules, gi^en by ? 
the ApoKHes . concerning. Deaconefles;: 
Jhtehe ixA others are s menuon'd that 
ierir'd in that Fundion. St, ?«ul ajfo 
m the -Rules that he gives concerning 
the Age* the Qualifications. and the fun- nyRomi. 
(ftions of the Widms, feems plainly, to . . - 
T 4 mean!' 1 " 1 *^ 
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piean them : and we do certainly know, 
that they were in the firft Ages of 
Chriftianity, and were imploy'd in the 
Inftra&ion,and about the Baptiim of fuch 
wompn a? were converted td the Faith. 
6ut when afterwards fome Scandals rofe 
ppon then*, as the Council of Nice 
prohibited the Clergy to keep any wo* 
men that were not very npariy related 
to them, in their boufes ; ft in the Fifth 
iCcntury upon fome publick Scandal 
given by them, we find, that as they 
Were put down in the Weftern Church 
by feveral Provincial Synods, fo they 
Ihfenfibly wore out of the Greek Church ; 
and yet none in our days hfve' endea- 
vour d to revive this Inftitution. The 
?Betj. kifs pf peace was likewife usM in the 
jtfRpm- Apoftles times, and is mentioned in their 
i*/^ Epiftles \ yet that Rite being perhaps 
» Q?r. «* made ufe of by prophane Scoffers , . to 
Jjj^ ,| # reprefentthe Aflembliesof tjie Christians 
jz. ' "as foo licentious, for the black and uik 
juft Imputations caft oq^ their 'Meetings • 
leetn to haye no other Foundation bur 
this, it wore out of pradice : and I do 
not hear that any in our days have en- 
pleayourd to bring it again in ufe. We 
I Cor. if. fee likewife, that they had t*v*fe<$s^ 
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before the Eucharift , which was taked , 
froni the *$em ; and tho St. Paul com* 
plains of feme abufes in this pradice, 
he does not condemn it , nor order it 
to be let fall j yet it wore out, and is 
not now pffer'd to be reviVd by any 
among us. Thus we fee , that as to 
Matters that are exprefly mentioned in 
Scripture, with warrants that kcxn to 
impofe them as Handing Rules upon 
fucceeding Ages 5 the abufes or unfitnefs 
which afterwards appeared in them, Were 
though^ fufficient Reafons for departing 
from them. 

To thefe Inftances another may be 
added , that ftiuft needs prefs all that 
differ from us, one Body only excepted, 
very much. We know that the firft 
Ritual of Baptifm % was by going into ■ 
the Waters, and being laid as dead back- . 
wards ail-along in them ; and then the 
perfons baptized were raised up again , 
and fo they came, out of them. This 
is npt only mentioned by St. Paul, but 
in two different places he gives a My- 
fticai Signification of this Rite; that it 
fignified our being huried with Chrifl in 6. Rom. 
Baptifm, and our being raifedup'wthbim 3**5. 
t* a new life; fo that the Phrafes of - f m 

njtng 
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rifhtgwkbCkrtf, tad of putthtgn $&&> 
as oft as they occur, do plainly lielate 
to this : and yet partly out of mo4c%, 
partly in regard to the teodernds a 
Infants, and the coldneft of thefe f Qf 
mates, fince fuch a manner might ££• 
danger their lives, and we know that 
God loves mercy Better than faorifice, .tfy 
form of baptifing is as little itfed by 
thofe who Separate from os, as by our 
(elves. . ."■-. • 

If we confider only the words of the 
Scripture , without regarding the fob- 
fequent practice of the Church, we lee 
reafan enough to imagine, that the walk 
ing of feet mould be iept up in the 
Church. ,We have our Saviour sprad^ee 
for it, and Words that fcem to import 

13. John an obligation oq us W wa/fr one apcffaff 

14. *j». feet, together with the moral ufe aw 

fignification of it, that it ought to teaqh 
us Humility. From all thefe things^ 
Inference ieems jiul, That accocaVng$ 
the practices of thole who divide irofli 
us, the Church mult be fupposd t,a \mwc 
an Authority to ad^uftthe forms x>f oar 
, Religion, in thofe parts of themtj^aie 
■"'"./■ meerly$Qtual,totl^ 

ciesandConvenienqie^ofthefever^lAges 
••■■ : .■■ *" and 



Digitized 



by Google 



of Cburch^ommumu, i|£ 

*mr Climates. I Jay in things that ate 
Utterly Ritmh for I do not think that 
tbde Inftances can juftify a Church 
chat fitould alter any main part of a 
{federal Rite iflfiittated by Chrjft : fuch 
as the giving the Chalke in the Saora- 
raent; ihnce this taftttution is detiver'd 
with; fo particular a Solemnity , and in e& 
prefe words is appointed to be contieu'd 
tMChrifPs fetimd coming ; and the Cap 
is gives as a Seal of the New Covenant 
»toiI^ y forthercmf!en*ffiMS\w)MCh. 
therefore all are requtr'd to drhtJL 

We are to connder, that in flfttttec* 
that are meerly Ritual, unlets we fuppofe 
tfcat^Charms are ti'd to particular Rites , 
there could be no other defign in them, 
but to fceure feme .good pnepofe, «• to 
*eep <A fome had practice by thole 
outworks : If then the ftate of Min- 
kind dees fo alter, that what is good 
in one Age, is liable to abufe, miUake 
or fiiperftitioo in another; there rauft 
.be iuppos'd to be a power in the &t« 
tore of tbeChuoeh, to alter or add as 
they fee real occafions or good warrants 
fcrit, Outward appearances work much 
en Mankind; thmgs that look light, - 
nmft diflipate men's Thoughts, as much 

as. 



Digitized 



by Google 



- atfgfaVer methods' "dd recoiled: them. 
Oaftctrtg ttf the prates 1 of God, would 

■' / '• look very wikl no v* pbat in other Ages 

- 4t bad a tetter effect. Since therefore 
4l»'Glirtftiah Religion was to lafttbtfct 
end of the World, and to be fpread to 
very different Climates ;' and imcc that 
■is < no Special Rubrick of forms digeflwd 
in 1 it; finoe there is alfp no Limitation 

• pit upon the.Church in this pointy hit 

. tottes-arc given that found very much to 

• . theioontraryjof doing all things thit tend 

14. Rom. to Or defifEdification md Peace; this great 

jp- prejudice feems to be fully taken off and - 

\gg* anfwer'd. 

.;'■' Nor do fuch Inftitutions lead to S+ 

,peffiitim t . but rather to the contrary. 

Suprfiifiim .in its #ri& Notion is a'tefc. 

■ new* of * mind 1 / that makes us fear witk 

-oar, caufe, and overvalue things too 

much ^ imagining that there is more 

in them than really there is. -'If tbinjp 

-that are ritual were unalterable , theft 

-might be from thence more occanoft 

. given to Syperftition, t aedbrding to «£& 

conceit of the Jetos^ who thinking dttt 

, their Rites were unalterable , camerjb 

fancy from thence, that there was'aie- 

al value in $em, which upon their" ova 

account 
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account rendered men the more acceptable ' 
to God : Superftition is more effectually > 
beat down by the opinion of the alterable* v 
nefs of of all external forms, according 
to the different Exigencies of times and 
places ; fince this mews, that Rites are 
only matters of Order and Decency , 
which have no real value in them, be* 
caufe they are alterable. If any grow 
fuperftitious in the obfervance of them, 
this is an dbufe to which all things, 
even the moil Sacred , the Sacraments 
themfelves, are liable. 

It can as little be faid , That thefe 
Rules in Ritual Matters are Impofitions 
on our ChriJHan Liberty y they are ra- 5 .Gai.i. 
ther the exercife. of a main part of it,* , 
which is our not being tied up fo ftti#- 
ly by a Law of Commandments, as the 
Jems were. The' Notion of Liberty? 
as it is ftated by St. Paul, is the Ex- 
emption, under which Chriftians were 
brought from the Precepts of the Mo- 
laical Law : for thofe who aflerted the 
(landing Obligations of that taw, were 
bringing Chriftians under a heavy Yoke, 
m opposition to which , the Apoftles 
aflerted their . Liberty. But it is like* 
wife a true |>iece of Li forth and a very 

neceflary 
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. thSz&uj one for the Societies • rf 
Ghriftiaro, to have among than a power 
of ufing or forbearing to ufe, fuch ex- 
ternal things, as do either advance or 
ofeftrucV the main ends of Religion. 
That Jbme Churches may abufe;, and 
that others have abufed this Authority 
by carrying it too Far , and hnpofing 
too great a load of external performaih 
ces, is not to be denied: The number 
of them may become a vaft burden, and 
a diftradtion rather than a help tfewardr 
the main Dcfign of Religion. Ludicrous 
Rites begets prophanenefs, and Pompous 
ones an undue gaity : But the appro- 
* . ._• henuon of an abufe in the extent of 
an Authority, cannot juftify the <juaiv 
relling at a few Rites, when it isvifibk 
there is no dtfpofition to fwell or encreafe 
them. If every year were producing foot 
new Rite or other, there might be good 
ground to fear, that there would be noend 
of fuch impoiitions; but this cannot hi 
appli'd to our Circumftaoces. It is aUb 
a queftioo, whether in cafe that tha* 
were indeed too many Rites enjoinMt 
every one of which were innocent fc 
k fclf, fo that no fpccial ObjeAfdfc 
lay agaioft any one, but againft them 

all, 
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all, is too many ; whether, I fay, in foch 
1 Cife, private pcrftns were not oblig'd 
rather to bear their burden, than by 
Jhaking it off, to rend the Body, and 
difturb the Peace and Order of the . 
Church ? It feems tbey ought rather to 
bear it: The Rulers of. a Church have 
indeed much to anfwer for, who preis 
her too hard, with burdens that are both 
ufele£ and. heavy to be born 5 but the 
obligations to Peace Teem to counter-bal- 
lance this inexpediency. For tho private 
perfons muft judge for themfelves, whe- 
ther things re^uir'd of them are lawfuhx 
unlawful, and muft ad accordingly ; 
yet Expediency or Inexpediency is only 
to take place, in cafes in which they 
are entirely at their own difpofal* and 
where the rules of Prudence or Charity 
can only determine them. But where 
the quiet and order of the Body is con- ' 
cernxl, Publick orders and determina- 
tions befog interpos'd, they are not to 
depart from thofcj upon their conceiving 
them inexpedient ; for it is certainly 
moreinexpedient and mifchievoustobreak 
Publick Order, than it canpoflibly be to 
practice 1 arty Rite, which perhaps if left 
free tt> us, might feem not expedient, 

and 
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• and w^re better let alone. The expe* 
diency of Forms and Rites is a v$r y 
proper Subjed of ptthfick Coofukationsf 
andthofe who are concern'd in $vg$, 
will fcave much to anfwer for to J0o4 
if they do not weigh this, together witk 
all that counterbalancef it ,'jvery; critfc 
cally i but in a fetted (late of thing* 
Exceptions to the expediency of thm ?•* 
never" jfu'ftify the interrnptingjiheiS^I ' 
and Qiuet of the Society. : r .r-;,i f ^ i !« 
: One of tjie chief. of thefe j$xj?$$&?c£ 
is, that thofe Rites have a .real tffcdeOf 
cy to make good Impreffions on p$opk* 
minds ; that they put thofe wHo^pr^lkS . 
them in mind of their duty &£ai. tjip* 
there is fome good fignification in, then* 
The # objection againft Significant (faemi* 
nies\ as being of the nature of Sacra* 
merits, will appear to be founded on %■ 
, great mhlake : If w.e date a litftk the 
diflerejpee between the fignify njg gf e*, 
prefling fome part of our duty, withiuc^ 
proper adfc or our minds as do.bpcoo^ 
. the occafion ,.. and the fignifyipg 4<Wflf 
bleflbg that is /offered or •cony^e4.;f!| 
us by God , in the ufe of that 4$fcei 
The former is far from the nature of, ^ 
Sacrament. ; and indeed is oijly a #!£#. 
... i - '••"■■■■■ '■. wif. 
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Way of (peaking : For adions as well as, 
words may become inftituted Signs to 
exprefs our thoughts. But indeed if we 
fhould fancy, that fuch Rites did offer of 
convey into our minds thofe things that 
are fignifi'd by them, as a federal Infti- 
tution, to which a Divine Vertue weref 
annexed, this were to confider them as 
Sacraments ; the Intfitution of which is 
unquestionably beyond the power of the* 
Church : but it is quite another thing, 
when Rites are appointed as means only 
to raife in our minds fuitabfe and corre- 
sponding thoughts. 

To inftance this in one particular; If 
we pretended that by the ule of the Crofs 
in Baptifm, a divine vertue were convey- 
ed to the Perfon bapti2ed, that deadned 
him more entirely to the World , and 
wrought him up to a greater conformity* 
toChrifl: ; then here were a new Sacra* 
ment fet up , which Could not be jufti- 
fied : But when'it is only meant, as a a 
exhibiting the form of the Crofc of Chrift, . 
to put us in tnind of our obligation to [ 
imitate him, and to fufier for him j here 
is only a Rite that fpeaks to us in an 
Adion, which is explained by the words 
that accompany it. 

U h 
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If is mote important whicji is urged 
ftom the abufc of Rites to Idolatrous 
Prac^ifes : This was the firft objection 
that Va? flatted ampng us againffc the 
Hthfts in the Wprftip of God ; and had 
without dqubt a very plaufible appear- 
ance ; (ince a great part of the flfypticd 
ta.wjS?epaed to tie the eftabUtoing many 
Rites, merely to put them in a great Qp- 
pofition to the Ge»tiles % and to feit them 
at the vafteft diftance poflibje from their 
Idolatrous or Magical Pra#ifes ; Yet at 
the lame tin^e many others of thofe In- 
ftituted Rites, are by fome very learned 
Men proved to have been ttken From 
other Pra#ifes of the fame Idolaljers, thit 
, were more innpcent io themselves, tho 
abufed, as the reft of their R,ites were, to 
Idolatry. TTh e Jws na d cerjjainly very 
much- corrupted their Religion qy tjbe, 
addition of many Rites , and by their 
overvaluing thofe Additions^ Apd jet 
two of thefe were made ufe of fyy oujf 
Saviour to be the Sacraments of " Jus 
Church. But befides this, a great dtfle- 
rence is to be made between Rites, thajt 
were in their firfl ufe invented for the 
pomp of Idolatry, and were in. their firft 
ufe applied to it j and thofe which Ijacl 

' been 
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been in ufe long before thofe Idotatrotis 
Pra&ifes begun, and were afterwards 
applied to them. In thefe lift, if 
their abufe is taken away, and the firft 
and firaple tifage is revived , this feeois 
to be no compliance with either IdoU- 
try or Superftition. To go on with thfe 
former Inftanee ; we find the Primitive 
Chriftkns ufed the making a Crofs iri the 
Air, or upon their Bodies on many occa- 
sions 5 afterwards, when a Divine Vertufi 
was fancied to accompany that Ritual 
A&ton, it was ufed in Baptifm as a fort 
of Incantation j for with the ufe of it, tM 
ty&vil t0as adjured to go out of the perfoA 
that was to be baptized; fuch an ufajjfc 
ihade it a Sacramental and a Superlti- 
iibus A<$ion ; and if it had been ftill re- 
tained in that form, as it was irt the firft 
Reformation of our Liturgy m&ingi&/- 
flw/the Vfch's time, t do not fee hdW 
it could have been juftified ; but finfce it 
had been an ancient form to ufe the Sigrt 
of the Crofs , the Chufdi mfght Welt 
have retained this in (bme* Gfhei 1 ftitesj; 
and it belonged to none of theritfo pro± 
perfy, as to the Initiatory $acrament* irt 
which the firft ufe of it was retained, and 
thef fitefceeding abufe was laid aftde. Sifted 
U i . alfd 
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alfo we find that the Primitive Ghriftians 
received the other Sacrament in the po- 
fture in which they prayed to God ; and 

. fince the pofture in which all our Prayers 
are now made, is kneeling, it might be 
very proper to go through this whole 

. Office , from beginning to end, in the 
pofture of Prayer: But this could ftot be 
fo well excufed if the pofture were left* 
Free till the Confecration ; and if then 
only ineelingwetc required, this were in? 
deed to continue a pra&tfe that had been 
abufed by Idolatry, which could not be 
juftified: So that the abufe of Forms 
may require the altering them from that 
method in which they were abufed, but 
cannot import an obligation to abftain 
wholly from' the ufe of them in another 
method., It may be a very juft matter 
for a publick deliberation $ whether fuch 
things ought to be retained, they being 
freed from fiich Abufes, or not. On the 
one hand, The People who are apt to be 
much ftruck with a total change of out- 
ward Forms, efpecially when that is fiid- 
(lenly rtiade, may be more eafily brought 
about, if the Alterations are not too (en- 
able , but that fome things feem to 
remafti » to which they had been accu. 
r r ftomed 
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ftomed, and for which they retained a 
vilue. Now fmce Mankind is fo weak, 
that fome lefler Frailties ought to be in- 
dulged , while more Criminal ones are 
not to be fpared , here was a very Ifce- 
cious ground to perfuade the cdntinuance 
of thofe Rites ; and that the rather, be- 
caufe we find the Apoftles themfelves 
complied with the Jews in Inftances bf a 
much higher nature. 

They pircumcifed fome; they obfetved 
Jemfh Rites, and to the Jews they became i&Aa$3, 
jews, as they became all things to all men. ai.'Aa$ 
St. Paul took vows on him, and went to *£ or 
the Temple to be purifiti , which could 20. 
not be done but with a Sacrifice : And 
though he (till flood upon the exemp- 
tion of the Gentiles from the obligations 
of their Law ; yet he himfelf, together 
with other born Jews , complied with 
them in their Obfervahces. Now when 
it is confidered , that thefe were typical 
Laws that were accomplished by the 
coming of our Saviour , and that the 
Jews pleaded ftill for the continuance of 
thetti; fo that it was indeed the maiji 
confroverfy of that time,; it will appear, 
that thtf compliance of the Apoftles in 
fuch things, was liable to much jufter 
Uj Obje- 
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Objections than any that can be brought 
againft obedience to Constitutions, that 
are about things of their own natuts in- 
nocent and indifferent But yet we fee 
the Apoftks judged , that a* long as th* 
Temple Hood, and that QodV Wrath wat 
got yet poured out on that Nation, there 
were foil fome among them, that as a 
reman* were to be gained to ChriftiftQfc 
ty 5 and therefore while there was ground 
to hope for that, they went on in that 
conde^ention to their infirmity , obferr 
ying that very Law which was theft 
jnaintained by the Jews with the bigheft 
infolence and cruelty poflible againft 
Chrift and his Followers, When this 
Point is well weighed in its full extent; 
and in all its confequences* it will, I 
hope, fatisfy many* how far fo great an 
t pad as the publick Peace, and (he edt* 
fication of the whole Body, ought to be 
purfued, when the Apoftles went fo far 
ip order to the gaining of a few, 
. \ • And her$ it will be no inkpeftiwmt 
, digreflion, to obferve the Rules that 
$t. Paul lays down to Chriftians, ift this 
whole matter : I cannot think that it 
vtas fo fully opened in Epiftles that have. 
bf?o prefcrved down to^qr day*,; as a 
• plain 
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main part of the Canon of bur Faith, ■' 
Without a fpedd Proftdefic6 of God, fhat 
in thofe Rules we might fee oiir 6Wn duty 
ift the management of fuch Controver- 
sies as fcdtitd ifterwirds arife : Since be- 
sides a hiftorical knowledge of the ftate 
of that time, this is all the ufe that it 
feems We can now ma& of fuch long 
Difcotitfes, and Ar^irtgs*; and if this 
can be well dated , it will be a fure 
thread to guide us. 

Firft theft, St Paul leads men above 
the valuing fuch matters too much ; as 
If the being of the one or the other fide ? 
fignified any thing towards their peace 
With God : For all fierce Zealots are apt 
to imagine, that by their zeal they pleafe 
Gbd, and atone for great faults There- 
fore to take away that falfe Conceit, this 
is oftefi repeated, Titer in Chrifl Jefus 5 .Gal.& 
neither ctrcuMfcifion nor uncircumcifion a tf.Gal. t$. 
vailed any thing , hut a new creature f or 
faith which mfkcih by lovb , add the keep- 
ing the commandments of God ; and that 
tihe Chriftian Religion, or the Kingdom J KQttL 
of God confined not in meat and arink y i 7 , 
that is, in Rituals, concerning the di- 
ftin&ion of Meats clean and unclean, 
U 4 but 
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y. li. but in muck higher things, righteoufnef$ % 
peace > and joy in the Holy Ghojf: And he 
fcems to aflert, that whofoever fenred 

Vk Chriftin thefe things, was acceptable to 
Qody and ought to be approved of wi€tt\ 
whatfoever his fenife might be as. to all 
other things. 

Another Pofition laid down, is, That 
f very man ought to be fully perfuaded in 
his own mind; to have clear Principles, and 
to frame thefe into as diftinA Rules as pot 
fiUy he could : And this is the-meaning, 

V. it. of doiig all things in faith ; which word 
Signifies perfuafion, and ought to have 
been fo rendered here: And then all 
thofe difficulties that arife out of the m& 
understanding of that word, would ceafe ; 
fo that the paraphrafe of thofe fo often- 
cited words will run thus. Haft thou a 
perfuafion ? have it within thy felf; fo that 
thou may ft appeal to God upon it : For hap- 
py is the man that is fo fetled t that he 
does not waver in a diftra&ien of thoughts f 
fometimes approving , and at other times 
condemning the fame thing 5 for while a 
man is ftiU doubting , he is condemned 
: within hintfelf. For inftance , If he eats 
freely of all Meats, without regarding 
thsfwfb diftin^tions^nd yet has within 

him 
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him an opinion of the obligatory force of 
thofe Laws, he does not ad upon clear 
Principles andPerfuafionsj for while a man , 
a&c without thefe, not knowing but that 
he may be finning againft God, he does 
then really fin., fince he # does things 
which he thinks ire fins, fo that they 
become fins to him. This is a plain ac- 
count of thofe words, which as it agrees 
exa&ly to their natural fignification, fo it 
flints out all the difficulties which arife 
out of them. For the word rendred by 
doubting, according to the fenfe in which 
it fiands in all the other parts of the 
New tefiament, fignifies the making diftin- 
&ien$ fo that the meaning of it is, He 
who thinks that there is fiiU a diftinftion 
between meats clean and unclean* is very 
guilty if he eats as long as he is under that 
fcrjuajton. 

. A third Rule laid down by St. Paul, 
is, That in all fuch matters, men ought 
not to aflume an Authority to judge 
others; that is, to impofe things upon 
them, as if they had a Judiciary Author 
rity over them. Let not man judge jw2.C0U.itf. 
in meat, or in drink, or in rcfpeft of a holy 
day : that is, Let no. man in matters 
feft at liberty , pretend to an authority 
-: over 
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over another 5 for God is the fole Judge 
of all men : And lee no matt judge has 
Brother, that is, offer to call him £6 an 
account of his Actions ; 'for toe tMtfriB 
fiaxJ at the judgment-feat of Cbrifr, where 
he who is our only Judge, as a Law ; 
giver, will then be our J*Jge, by ealltog 
us to an account; of our Actions r Upon 
this follow the Rules of mens deport- 
ment towards orie another. Thofe that 
have larger Principles, and higher No- 
tions ; who in that refpec* are jtfotgeti 
and who by that freedom of mini *nd 
thought, did eat without thofe nice di- 
ftinctlons of clean and unclean, ought 
not to defpife fuch as were yef fesnror 
tndffraitnedintheirthoaghts, aWdtrtft 
not emancipate tftemftfces , as. if they 
_ were men of low thoughts, and ffettoW 
minds : On the other hand , Thofe wfe*. 
were,ftiH entangled with an opinion of 
the obligation of the Mojakal Law; oughtf 
not to condemn fuch as a&ed with mow 
freedom, as if they were foofe and fcPw^ 
le&men. 

To this a fourth Auertion i* added, 
That in rach diverfmes of apprehetifian& 
men of both (ides might Be received am 
accepted by God ; both acting with goad 

. Inten- 
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Iotenttons, and following fmeerdy their 
Perfuafions* Ow maw regarded a day ; 14. Rom,] 
He ©bferved the 'jtmfh Feftivities, their «• 
New Mooes, «nd days of reft, called by 
the general word of Sahiatbs ; yet in do- 
ing this, under the fenfe of the Obliga- 
tions of that Law lying ftili over him , 
be regarded it to the Lord: Another, 
who reckoned htmfelf firmed from thae 
Yoke, did acknowledge, that this his 
liberty was occafioned by the Chriftiad 
Religion ; fo he, in not obferving it, ac- 
knowledged that Religion which had let 
him free. The fame Rule is, alfo inftaa- 
cedf in obferving the diftin&ion of Meats : 
the one did eat freely, and thanked God 
for that liberty ; while the other did ab- 
ftain from forbidden Meats, and thanked 
God for that Law by which the Jewijb 
Nation bad fo many fpecial Privileges 
beyond all other Nations ; fo that God 
was honoured by both, even in all that 
diverfity of pra&ifes : And perhaps, a 
dtyeifity of pra#ifes, if with that, a 
tender and perfect Charity could be 
maintained, might be yet a greater ho- 
nour to Religion, than an abfolute agree- 
ment in all points; fince.it is a higher 
Iflftance: of the power of fteligio*, if 

men 
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men can love one another, notwithftand* 
ing a diversity in opinion and pradrhe 5 
than if they loved one another, being in 
all points of the fame mind , and agree- 
ing in the fame pra&ifes. - 
• After thefe, came two Rules relating 
to private mens behaviour towards one 
V. 13. another in fuch cafes : The one is, not to 
fet a /tumbling* bkck s or an eccafion to fa& y 
in another mans, way ; that is , hot to ufe 
our liberty in fuch inftahces , or on fuch 
ocdifions, as may draw other men to 
a6fc in imitation of us, againft their own 
Confciences. This is the true notion of 
giving fcandal, or the laying a trap in the 
wa$? of another, by which he may fall, 
or be catched : And this every man is 
to avoid, when it is fre6 for him to a&, 
or not, as he pleafes; for in that cafe 
only, he* is under this obligation and cau^ 
tion ; fince otherwife, if he is determi- 
ned by any Law, Divine or Human, -.he 
m\ifk go on and do his duty, without con* 
% fidering what confequences may happen, 
upon it ; for which he is not accounta- 
ble, fince he is not at liberty to difpofe of 
himfelf , but is concluded by a higher 
Authority. The other Rule is ^ That 
we aught, as much as /nay be, ta avoid 

doing 
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doing any thing that may grieve ether v. jj. 
Chriftians, which is faidt to be walking 
uncharitably, ftoce we ought to have fuch 
regard, even to the tenderpefs and weak- 
nefs. of our Brethren , as not to do fuch 
things as may wound or trouble them, 
ftili under the former fuppofition, that we 
are fully at our own liberty , and under 
no law nor obligation to the contrary. 

Thefc are the Rules laid down # by 
St. Paul\ which, when well confidered, 
and rightly underftood, will give a great 
light into this whole Controverfy. By 
thefe it will appear, that even the Apo- 
ftles thenrifelves, who might have aflu- 
med a higher ftrain of Authority, yet 
had great regards to the frailties of thofe 
they governed : And although moft of 
thefe Pofitions and Rules do fuppofe men 
to be in a ftate of an unreftrained liberty, 
fo that they do not belong to our cafe, in 
which Laws and Conftitutions have al- 
ready determined us ; yet they ought 
Ml to have great weight with thofe that 
are not concluded by Laws, and all fuch 
as may have the making or reviewing of v 
Laws under their care and deliberation. 

But I have opened this matter more 
fully than was, perhaps, neceflary to my. 

prefeat 
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preieat porpofe, which only required, 
that I flaould clear fome Paflages in 3*iot 
Path Epiftles that are applied to the 
Points now under examination , though 
they do not at all belong to them j fince 
all that is in St. Paul, relates only to fecb 
things as were entirely left to mens own 
liberty, and in which it was frtt to them 
to a<9t which way foever they pleafedj 
which are not at all applicable to efta- 
bliuied Rules, fetled by Law, and re- 
commended by Ancient prtuftife. It is 
true, that no Age of the Church fmce 
the Apoftks days, can make Laws for 
fijcceeding Ages ; fince this Paftors of 
every Age have the fame Authority that 
the Paftors of &ny precedent Age had af- 
ter the times of Inspiration : Whatever 
was done in a former Age, m&y be al- 
tered in ft fubfequent one : And there* 
fore all thofe Rules, of the fuborcfiaatioft 
of Churches one to another, beipg tafcett 
from the difp'oiitioii of the RorHan f tiajHre* 
turopt being now ptally moulded 'WW 
another frame, are flow at the dtfcretkni 
bi Princes to continue or change them at 
their pleafbre : And all the Rituate of 
the Church are in the power of etwjr 
Ask to alter or continue them as their 

fcali 
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flul! fee caufe ; but till thfey are altered, 
they bind; nptby reafonof any Authori- 
ty that former Ages had over the prefent; 
but becaufe the prefent Age, by not re* 
pealing former Rules and Canons, daes 
tacitly and interpretatively confirm and 
renew them : For if the Paftors of the pre- 
fect Age, in concurrence with, and a due 
Subordination to the Civil Power*, have 
at} Authority to m*ke Laws or Canons , 
in fuch matters , they have likewife a 
power to continue fuch as were made in 
any former Age, and they are prefumed, 
and in Law taken to do that, till they 
repeal them. 

I have now gone through the general 
^lea that is brought againft our Confti* 
tutipns from general Topicks ; and have, 
I hope, fliewed that there is no force in 
any part of it I come next to confider 
fuch things as are objefted more fpeci^ 
ally to feveral particulars in our Con- 
ftitutioa " * 

They except to the Government of 
the Church, becaufe of the different 
Ttanks of Bijhop, Friefi and Deacon 1 
whereas the Scriptures ufe Bijhtp and 
^ri^fopromifcuoufly, that jfirom thence 
it feems reasonable to infer ^ that they are 

one 
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one and the fame Fun&ion , and that 

there ought to be but two' Ranks, Biflof 

arid Deacon in the Church. But thofe wfu> 

objed: thisi have really among them but 

oneFundtion or Order; fince they have no 

Deacons m the fenfe of St. PauFs Epiftfes^ 

who are a Degree of men dedicated to 

the Service of God, out of which, as any 

ferved well in it, they were advanced to 

& fuperior Degree, and were ever efteem- 

cd a Sacred Order of men. There arc 

none fuch, among thofe who urge this 

matter againft us. The promifcuous xSc 

of Names does not prove the Officfes the 

i Cor.a.y. fame. The Apoftles are called fometimcs 

*&*•%£• Jkacris or Minifiers, and fo are their* 

&ii 4 aj. Companions in labour; for the terarf 

3.Eph. 7. Deacon figoifying any one that mixfi 

1C0IU3, p rei j ^ ^ was not t j I€n a pp ropr i al:c d j# 

tf.Eph.2i. the lowed Order, no more than -fl rkfil 

4 Thff 7 ' ^ ter was '?°' t ^ e ^ con d J f° r the Apoftles* " 
J; ' 3 * call themfelves fometimes Deacons ;*$?; 
that from hedce an Argument might te 
drawn, , as well to pfovej:hat Deacons ar^ 
equal in Rank to the higheft Order of B**\ * 
flops*-* We plainly fee, that God fett&l, 
three Orders of Officers in the Jemfl\ f 
Temple: We fee alfo in their Synagogues, 
that there were three different Ranks, 

* taken 
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taken probably from the model of th6 
Temple •: Wg> fee our Saviour chofe 
i 2 Apoftles, and afterwards 70 Difciple$, 
having in that, no doubt, a regard both 
to the numbers of their Tribes , and of 
their Sanhedrin : We plainly fee, that 
during the Apoftles lives, the governing 
and ordering of the Church was in them, 
yet they conftituted fome in their name 
to govern a large extent of Churches j 
and by their EpSlles to thefe, it is plain, 
that the power of governing thofe 
Churches, and of ordaining new Officers 
in them, belonged to them; they bet- 
ing the perfons to whom that truft 
was committed, with folemn Charges 
given them for it by the Apoftles : 
We plainly fee two diftinA Orders of 
Bijhop and Deacon y as two Sacred Fun* 
#ions that were to labour in the work 
of the Gofpel 5 and we find by thefhort 
Epifties in the beginnings of the Reve* 
lation, that there was one mart who had 
the' Immediate Charge of thofe Churches, 
to whom every thing relating to them 
is addrefied, as to a perfon that was ao 
countable for the reft, and thatbycon* 
fequence muft be fup'posM to have an 
Authority over them : We fee imme- 
# X diately 
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diately after the days of the Apqftles^ 
that all the Churches were cafc into 
one Mould, of Bijbfip, Prieft, ajid 
Paica* .• This taking place every where, 
and thai; at a time when no Meetings 
of the Clergy could be held to ei^Uh 
any fuch Form, and that no Laws of 
Princes were made to Enac* it, and no 
Men of Authority could fo early and 
fo univerially have brought fuch a change 
into the Order of the Churchy when 
there was nothing to tempt any to a&& 
Preheminence % Labour and Sufferings 
being all that then foUow'd this Supe- 
rior Rank: and ye? within lefs than 
one Century after the days of theA- 
poftles , we do plainly fee, that this was 
the Conftitution, even of thofe Churches 
that had been gathered and fetled by 
theApoftlesthemfelves. Among whom 
fo vifible a thing as the Order in wfeich 
they had put the Church, cbukf not 
poffibly be foon forgotten 5 and this 
was not complain'd of by the SecVof 
thofe days, particularly the Montamfis, 
that had fo fair an appearance by their 
praying and fafting fo much,that not onljr 
TertuMan was drawn away by it,but eveit 
theChurch feems to have taken a tincture 

from 
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from fome of their Methods ; whether 
in imitation of them, or on defign to 
out-do them, is notfo eafy to determine j 
yet nothing of this kind wis ever ob- 
jected , as if the Church had by the 
Authority given to frfhops, departed 
from the Apoftolical Cuftoms. 

Now I will acknowledge, that a bard 
practice, tho very Ancient, fuch as the 
giving the Euchatift to Infants, without 
a colour for it in Scripture, ought not 
to conclude us : but wheft there is a 
great deli in Scripture that looks * fa* 
vourably to a thins, tho the proof from* 
the words alone mould not feem full 
and pofitive, and when the firft \Yri* 
tings and cleared Practices of the Ages* 
that immediately followed, Confirms fuch 
an Expofition* then we have all that is 
poflible for us to pretend to, for giving 
a fixed and determinate fenfe to fuch 
paflages. From all this then it is clear, 
that we are now Upon the fame Con* 
ftitution as to the main, on which the 
Apoflles fetled the Churches, and that 
we have all the reafoh that a thing of 
this nature is capable of, to con* 
elude, That the diftindipn of Bijhop % 
trieft and Deacon, was fetled by the A* 

X % poftlM 
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poftles themfelves, and is. related to by 
'rtiany places in the New T^/lament. 

The divifion of theWorld intoDiocefles, 
larger or narrower, as well as of Pa- 
rishes, fome being exceflively large, and 
others as unreafonably fmall, does not a 
Whit alter the nature of the thing in it 
felf : fince tho it were to be defied , that. 
Parifhes were nearer an equality in point of 
labour and Cure j yet this is an Incon- 
venience that we muft.bear, and not 
difturb the Church , by feeking undue 
Remedies fpr it : Sb fuch Diforders, as 
a length of time, a corruption of Man- 
ners, a change of Governments, and 
Civil Policies, has brought into a Con- 
stitution , may put it out of our 
power to procure the Redrefs of many 
things, that yet willas Jittle warrant a 
renting the Body, or dividing the Church 
ttpori any fuch account , as it would 
juftify the lazy Sloth of fuch as may 
bring things to a better (late, and yet 
do not fet about it, nor do heartily en- 
deavour it. 
Another head of Obje#ions is to fet- 
' forms of Prayer irvgeneral, asaftinting 
of the Spirit of Prayer ; of .which men- 
tion is often made in the New Teftament, 
and which ought to have fcope given 

tQ 
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to it ; fince it is a mean to rouze up 
and quicken heavy minds^ which become 
flat when accuftom'd to a coriftant form 
of words, that render both the Clergy 
lazy, and the people dead. But when 
it is confider'd, that every man's words 
become a form, to which all the reft of 
the Aflembly is* limited 5 the queftion 
then lies naturally between the fudden 
conceptions of one man, who is often 
young, rafh, without Judgment, and 
who always (peaks on the fudden 5 and 
between a form well digefted and pre- 
pared by a Body of Wife and Good men : 
Since then the people mult be under a 
form, it may feem' much more reafona* 
ble that they ihould be under fuch a 
form, than under the other ; and that 
the rather, fince we fee Mofes y Davi3^ 
and the Prophets of old, gave the Jewifh 
Church fo.many forms, both for Prayers 
and Praifes : We know that in our Sa- 
viour's time, the Jews had a dated Li- 
turgy of their own; which pur Saviour 
was fo far from blaming, that he himfelf 
prgfcribed his Difciples a Form, and com- 
pos'd it out of theirs ; laying together 
fo many Petitions drawn out of their 
prayers, as anfwer 'd his end, in appointing 
X J \ his 
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his own : And Praifes feeming to be the 
fubliowftA&sof Worftiip, in which the 
Soul ooghe to arife to its higheft Eleva- 
tion ; it is not eafily accountable why 
fo much excitation ihould be required 
}n Prayer,while men are left to be ftill flat 
and formal in their Praifes. It is not to 
- be denied, but that among the extraor- 
dinary Cfifts that followed the wonderful 
Effufion of the Holy Ghoft , one was, 
That men were Infpir'd to offer up iiich 
Prayers to ;God as. comprehended the 
neceflities of whole Congregations ; i% 
appearing in thofe Prayers, that the 
Spirit in him that pray 'd, fearched all 
their hearts , and fo did prompt him 
With groanings that were unutterable; 
and it thus appearing, that the Spirit, 
or Infptration which moved any to pray 
#. Rom, iq this fort , fearcbed all th'mp \ every 
*M* man finding the fenfe of his own heart 
thui open'd, together with fuirable In- 
terceffions, it was from thence evident, 
that this was the Spirit of God, making 
IntQrcefJion for the'Saints, itithemouth 
and words of the Infpir'd Perfon. This 
being ^a plain account of thofe wbrdtof 
praying fa or by the S#ri{,an$ wellagree* 
\n§ wi$h tfvery thingfjud concerning it in 
■ • . the 
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the New Teftament , it is a great niiftake, 
if we in thefe days, fliould expeft any 
fiicli AfMances from God : So that now 
a readinds of ntjw or tender Expreflions 
in Prayer ^ is an effeft of a quicknefs of 
Thought, a livelinefe of Imagiflationl, 
together with a good Memory, much 
converfant in Scripture- Phrafes, and long 
pradfed in that way. All things by a 
long ufe grow flat to minds that are not 
ferioufly awaken*djbut extemporary Pray- 
ers do rather Jrill thai* feed true Devot ioih # 
fince they muft be hearkened to as Di£ 
courfcs , which is a diftra&ion to huh 
that prays after them , whereas thofe 
accuftonvd to fet-forms, have only the 
things themfelves that their Devotion 
relate to in their view ; fo they are 
certainly lefs tempted to diftra&ion, than 
4 they muft be who follow the other 
way. 

Thofe ftdden flarts that are given to s 
the mind by foft Words, and melting 
images of things, may be according to 
the different Compofitions of men more 
or lefs ufeful to them in their fecret 
•Exercifes, but they ought not to be let 
in upon puWick Aflemblies, which being 
made up of a great variety of Tempers, 
X 4 muft 
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muft be entertain'd only with' fucb 

/ Devotions that fait With all their Con* 

ditions, and do equally quadrate to all 

their neceifitics ; and thus it is not only* 

natural,, but neqeflary for all i#en who, 

wUi maintain Order in their f Worfhip, 

and will frame it in fo diffused an extent, 

as tq take all equally within it,that they 

have fet and ftated Forms; and thefe 

ought to be caft into the plained and 

jnoft comprehensive fimplkity poffible, 

(i&ce that is always fuited to^ll Mankind, 

* Vhereas men are vaftly diverfifi'd in eye* 

ry thing that is livjely or fonpful. .Such 

a way of Worihip ought nefrbe? to be 

unreafonably long, nor exceffively (hort 

The length muft be proportioned to what 

the greater part: of Mankind can bear ; 

it ought alfo to to be fo diverfi^'d, that 

jnens minds ]pe not kept too long at any 

one part of it, or their bodies in anyone 

pofture ; and there ihoukj be as great 

a eompafs in it, for taking in thefeveral 

A&s and Qjfices of Devotion, a*may be ; 

and in all thefe fefpe&s, it may be 

fafely affirmed, That our Fonns have as 

, few defeds, are as little liable to Qbje*. 

£ions, and are indeed as perfed f not 

pnly a? the Eprqis or kitijrgies of any 

Qhwck 
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Church that we know of, Ancient or s 
Modern , but are* as perfect' as we can 
in . ftfcfon expecSfc in any thing that 
came from men nqt immediately infpirM. 
Any fmall exceptions that may be made, 
as they do all admit of very good An- 
fwers, ib can never be put in the ballance 
with the Peace and Order of the Church, 
and the Edificatiop that the .Members 
of. pur Body might receive from fuch 
Pure and Spiritual Devotions. If men 
grow too languid and flat in them, even 
this^ is much more fupportable than the 
grbfs Afle&ations, and the fcahdalous In*, 
decencies that are fo common, to fay 
no worfe, in the tumultuary way. Man 
is indeed fo made, that he grows Jfoon 
corrupt and dead in what method fo* 
ever he is put : but as Mankind bears the 
longeft and the moft g^perally with corn- 
man food, and is lefs difgufted at the con* 
tinuance of it, than it would be with more 
chofen Delicacies, which wouldbecotoe 
much fooner naufepus than fimpler Nou- 
rUhment 5 foit may bepofitively aiBrm'd* 
that grave and well-compos'd Devotions, 
fitly diverfifi'd, and often broken, as ours 
are, have not only Reafon and Authority 
clearly 011 their fide 2 but have great Ad van* 

tages 
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tages b them, and few disadvantages t£ 
ballance thole. They are fiich as arc'prfc 
per for us to offer up to God ; thc^iave 
in them all the Gravity and Solemnity 
that becomes a Religious Aflembry; they 
comply with our very fonrmtties^arid give 
us fuch breathings as may be neeeflary for 
loofeand vagrant minds ; and they carry 
in them the Whole Complex of a Reli- 
gious-Service: fo in going that rourfd 
with due degrees of Atfcntion,we are Aire 
weoffer.up to God the feveral Branches 
iUtom.1.^ t * wt te*f**&k Stroke^ Or Rationed 
'Worjkifr that we owe him. 
% The more particular exceptions fie 
chiefly againfi our forms in the tWo Sa- 
cramews't T^eAuaidpfiflfobjeStdiatnc^ 
dipphg when we iapthee; which Was not 
only the practice or Ghrift and his Ape* 
files, but feems to be recommended by 
the Myftical Allofions made to the befog 
buried in the Water, and the being aga%i 
rat fed up out of it, as wa* formerly tjlh 
fervU Indeed if we could think rhft 
a divine VertuefdHow'd the appfifcatrorj 
of the water only to the parts warned 
with it, fo that there were a fort- of a 
Charm in it, we muft acknowledge ear 
Baptifm to be defective t but finee Wi- 

ter 
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ter is only us'd as an Emblem of the Purity 
of our Religjon, it fecms in the nature 
of thiqgs to be all one; whether jhe. per* 
foo baptized is put into the water, or if 
the water is put upon him. The defign 
of Baptifm is a Federal Sponfion, upon 
which water is to be us'd, with a .deter- 
mined form of words ; and when theft 
are obferved, all that i& primarily inten- 
ded in it, is obl^rv^d 5 nor will Allufions 
made to the Rifes wkh which this was 
at firft managed, prove that thofe ought 
to be perpetual* thefc being only devout 
and inftrudtive Thoughts offer'd upon 
the occafion of fiich forms. Yet after 
.all, qpr Church is fp little liable to (m 
fore in this matter, that the Rule given 
in the Ruhrick is firft for dipping f Sprink- 
ling is only allowed of 1 fa thattho it 
comes, to be mqFo commonly pradifed, 
yet no perfon that defires it in the form 
of dipping can be denied it among us, 
finccrit is the form that is chiefly favoti* 
red by the Rufakk, tho the pradicetuns 
in a current the other way» . 

There is a more important Scruple 
rau?d upon Infant Baptifm,. ftace theper- 
fons niention'd to be baptized in theScrip* 
tuyes \yere all of Age, capable to anfwer 

and 
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and promife for themfelves ; and finer 
by thelnftitutionof Baptifm, the making 
*f men pifcipks is fet beforfe it, and the 
teaching them to obferve aff thai Chrifl hath 
c^mtf^^comes immediately after it,bdtfi 
thefe fecm to be Chara&eis importing 
that they Ihould be of an Age capable 
of Inftra#ton, firice They only can n»fce 
the anfwer pf a good Confcieme : fo that 
the baptizing upon a Vow or Promife 
made by another, feems to be a new fort 
of Foederal Sponfion, nbt inftituted by 
Chrifl:, ind by confluence not warran- 
ted by the GofpeL Nor will the Argu- 
ment from Circumcifibn appear condfc- 
five, when it is confider'd that Females hot 
being capable of it, that Rite feems rather 
tohavebeenanationalMark,todi(linguift 
them as Abraham's Poftertty from otfefcr 
Nations, th*n a Rite rdating toifid 
Bfcflings of a future ftafte. * ' ; J 

But to all this we muft ahfwcr, Thatt 
fmce our; Saviour took Bapflfra froril ifie 
Jem, it beipg vifible that they were not 
at all furprized at St. John 'BaptiJFi ba£fi* 
zing, they only qtieftioning him upQn his 
Million and Authority for it ; we have 
reafon to conclude, tfrat he took it from 
them as they pradrifed it : And we find 

by 
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by. their Writings; that when anyProfe- 
Iytes came over to their Religion. , they 
not only baptized them, but alfo their 
Children. This being their pradice, and 
our Saviour making no Exceptions as to 
this Particular, but faying words that 
plainly favour it* Suffer little Children r^Mark 
come unto me y and forbid them not : for I3 * 
of fuch is the Kingdom of God, or the 
Oofpel-dUpenfation , thiiis no fmall Ar- 
gumeat for it c But that which feems t©\ 
determine the matter, is the refolution 
that St. Paul gives in a Cafe that muft 
have been very common in thofe days, 
when one of the married Parties was 
converted to Chriftianity, the other re- 
maining flill in Infidelity > he determines 
that the Husband ought not to put away 
the Wife, nor the Wife leave the Hu£ 
band; and the reafon he adds is, That » 
there was U communication of Sanftijlca- 
tion from the believing to the unbeliev- 
ing Party, which defcended to their Chil- 
dren,who fhould be otherwiJeVnclean, but , ^ 
now they were Holy. . Now it is to be con- 1 4 . \ 
fider'd, that in the New Teftament Ho- 
ly, &r Saint, and a Chriftian, Hand pro* 
mifcuoufly for one another ; and the 
wordi Holy , can only fignify either a real 

.* inward 
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inward Holinefs, or ft Holineis of dediea* • 
tion, in which fenfe all things appropr** 
ted to God are faid to be ffc/y. A Belie- 
ver coirid not 'communicate a real Holi* :; 
nets either to the Unbelieving YokcfeK 
lew, or to the Ifiue, flnce that is perfc* 
nal, and cannot be derived, or defcerfft 7 
The only mtikefoihit he cduid derffct,. 
was a right toebnfecrate the comrnorilf* 
fee t© God % which is in fome fort a fihtf& 
fyitgei one another. fhtsis aplairtaflji 
natural meaning of thefewords? an<f tho 
they mould not feera to hnpport It to lie*' 
. cenarily, but that other glofTes might be 
put upon them, yet the early pracciefe • or* 
the. Church mentioned by lretueus r ft?* 
fusion, and raofl; copioufly by Sx.Crprran, 
feems to be a fore Commentary" upfefl 1 
them,this being a ritual and vifibfe tfttfijgj; 
itt which we may much more Mely "fwrvt 
recourfe to Tradition, than in matteridf 
Dodhine; it being here remembrect Tf&it 
a Practice without warrant in Scr fe t att 'l- 
is not to be fo regarded as a PrafEHfe^ 
that feems to have favourable, if not d&tf 
warrants for it in Scripture. Thisv l^ftr 
agrees with the natural Order df tfte" 
World : Children being put in the power 
of their Parents, by the Laws of Nature^ 

who, 
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who, considering their Incapacity, muft 
ad in their Name, and may both pro- 
cure Rights and Privileges to them, and 
alfo Jay ties and engagements upon them. 
It is then fuitabfe to the extent of the 
mercy of God in the Gofpel, that Parents 
may offer up their. Children to Chrift, 
that they may be tied by them to his Re- 
ligion, and received into the bkifings and 
privileges of it* When this whole mat* 
ter is thus laid together, I doubt not but 
the Jawfulnefs of Infant-Bapttfm will cvi* 
dcntly appear ; and if if is lawful, then 
according to what was at firft made out, % 
the Church may oblige all her Members 
to k 

The Pra&io&bf having Sponfors, being 
but an increafe of the fecurity given for 
the perfon's education in Cbriftianity, the 
care of the Parents being fuppofed, as al- 
ready bound upon them by their natural 
Relation to their Children, And It being 
a great mean, if well managed, of knit- 
ting Neighbours together in new and 
Christian Bonds, all Exceptions to fuch a 
Guftom feem very ill-grounded jand their 
anfwering fo positively in the Name of 
the Child, does according to the nature 
of alt Adks in the Name of Infants, im- , 

port 
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port only, that as far as in them lies, care 
fhall be taken that the Infant ihall make 
good thofe engagements in 'due" time. 
Our affirminglo pditively,That attCMl- 
dren who are baptized, and die before 
they grow to be dtpable of committing 
any a&ual Sin, are certainly faved j does 
not only agree with the Idea's of theio- 
finite goodnefs of God, but alfo with this 
deefaration, That the? Promifes of the 
«. Afts Gofpel are made to aO Chriflians^ and ti 
39- their Children. 

The moft general Scruple againft our 

Form in Baptifm, remains yet to be di£ 

cufled : That we have added to it the 

Sign of the Crofc, which is a. piece ol 

Popifh Superftitipn. Indeed, if we ufed 

it as was formerly obferved, as they do, 

with an adjuration of the Devil to go 

out, and not to prejume to violate the Sign 

of the Crofs; if we breathed crofpw*r$i 

and pretended by that to infufe Divine 

Virtues and Bleflings , here w«re juft 

obje&ions; for in ib doing, we fliould 

. afliime a power to make Sacraments, 

and to affix Diyine Powers to Inftiw- 

tions of our own : Therefore nothing of 

this being retained among us, all theft- 

piftical and Superftitious ufe of the Crofi 

in 
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In Baptifm is thrown out : But fince the! 
Primitive Chriflians did fo glory in the 1 
Crofs, that inftead of being afliamed of 
the Reproach of it, they ufed it upon 
mod occafions : Our Reformers defign- 
ing to - reftore Primitive Chriftianity ,, 
thought, that though the abufe of this 
to fo much Siiperftition, made them fa- 
percede the frequent pradife of it ; yet 
in this firft initiation to Chriftianity, it 
was reafonable to ufe it, once for all ^ 
but with words that fhewed they re- 
tained none of the Superftitious Conceits 
of Popery, and meant only thereby to 
own the receiving all Christians into the 
Podrinc of the Grofs, and to an obliga^ 
tion to follow Chrift, bearing his Crofts 
And thus it is plain, that this pra&ifeis 
in it felf not only innocent, but decent : 
and that there were very plaufible Rea- 
fons, to fay ho more , for enjoining it ; 
fo that the not ufing it, is the difobeying ~ 
a juft Authority, in a lawful Injun&ion; 
Kneeling in the Eucharift, feeips not 
only liable to an imputation of Idolatry; 
but is alfo under this further prejudice , 
that it is in none of the Ancient Rituals: 
On the contrary, we, have ail reafon to 
believe /that for many Ages they did 
communicate Jlanding : fince all kneeling 

Y irt t 
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in Churches on S*» Jays, or in the time be- 
tween Eajhr *nd W\ntfimday s was efteero- 
efta crime in Ttrttdlio^s time^and was for- 
bidden by a Canon of theCouncil of Nice. 
This being that, of all the Objections 
raiftd againft us, that touches in the ten- 
dered part, fince this is the great Syia- 
bote of the Union of Chriftians, and that 
in Which moft formally the Comtmi** tf 
the C 'hutch confifts, it will be neceflary to 
examine it very narrowly. It is then, firft^ 
to be confidered, that outward Anions 
do fignify only that which by a general 
content, or an expreft. declaration is a- 
greed on as their fcnfe and importance. 
Kneeling to Kings, is under flood to be 
only the higheft Ac* of Qvil Refped; 
and therefore it is liable to no imputation 
ol Idolatry : Therefore if there is an ex- 
press declaration made of the importance 
of this Action, that it is neither an Ado- 
ration of the Bread and Wine, nor of die 
Perfon of Chrift, as fuppoted Corporally 
prefent, but only a worshipping of Ood 
is the acknowledgment of the great Ble£ 
fings there exhibited to us, then this Po* 
(lure cannot be flretched beyond this ex- 
prefs Declaration ; nor is this that ineeU 
ing which is enjoined by the Church of 
Rome 5 for that is only a foiling down at 

the 
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the Elevation, in acknowledgment of the 
miraculous change then made : Whereas 
ours is a continued pofture of Prayer, in 
which we continue daring the whole Of- 
fice : So that Kneeling* as ufed by us, does 
in many refpefts differ from the Kneeling 
ufed in the Church of Rome.. 

As for that fpecious Pretence, That lb 
the Primitive times they did not kneel at 
the receiving the Sacrament ; it is only 
an appearance of a Reafon. In the Pri- 
mitive times, they had a notion ofKneeU 
htg as an abjeft Pofture ; which only be- 
came Penitents \ or the times of fafling : 
They thought that upon other occanc-ns 
ftanding in Prayer had an appearance 6f 
faith and confidence in God ; and agreed 
with thofe comfortable afiarances, and 
that joy to which we are called in the 
Goipel: And therefore thofe who were 
in the full peace of the Chanh , were to 
ftand up at Prayers j which was moft id* 
tfifpenTably obferved on Sundays, and the 
$o da^s from Eajhr- to Pentecofl. But 
flanding vfas then their pofture of Prayer, 
fo they received the Sacrament in the 
pofture appropriated to prayer ; arid it 
were eafp to fliew^ fr6m thofe very Fa- . 
thers who mentton.fe#*g as the pofture 
m whieh the Eucharift was received," that 
.•'•'., Y a they 
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they did confider it as a pofture. df Ado- 
ratio^ and fo required all Chriftians to 
adore as they received it. Now in a 
ttrtirie of many Ages, this diierence of 
feveral degrees in Prayer, and the po- 
ftures proper to them, is quite worn out ; 
fo that kneeling is become the common 
pofture of all Prayer whatfoever : There- 
fore we receiving in a pofture of Prayer, 
do in that follow the conftant pradice of 
all Chriftians, in all the beft Ages. 

Kneeling is a matter merely ritual ; and 
being now grown the common Rite, ex- 
preffing our humility in Prayer, We do 
not depart from the Spirit and Intentions 
of the Primitive Churqh 5 fince we receive 
the Eucharift in our pofture of prayer, as 
they did it in theirs. The plaufible Ex- 
ception to all this, is, That fince our Sa- 
viour did inftitute this Sacrament, at, a 
t Taik after Supper y it is a needlds depart- 
ing from his Pra&ice, and the Pattern 
that r he hath left us, to receive it in any 
other pofture. If thi? Objedipn bad any 
foijce, it ihould oblige us tp receive lean- 
ing along, according to the pofture of fit- 
ting at table in thofe days ; and if we 
mud adhere to the Circumftanqes of the 
Inftitution, the time after Supper , and 
the place an upper room, will be, as obli- 
gatory 
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gatoryupon uses the Pofture, fince all 
thefe things are of the fame order and 
value. But to go to the bottom of this 
Obje#ion, and to fhew by a clear parity 
the ijuft reafon of departing from our v 
Saviour's pradice in this particular: 

It is to be remembred, That when 
M&fes gave out the Inftitution of the 
PafchalFeftivity.he limited that people by 
exprefs words to a pofture, They were to 
eat it with their loins girt, an J their (booes J*.Exod. 
on their feet y with ftaves in their hands, tu , 
thus ready to march. There is nothing 
in the Inftitution that gives the lead hint, 
as if this was not meant to be a Jading 
Precept : So here is much more than a 
bare Example, a- Precept given in very 
plain words, without any limitation of 
* time : And yet when the Ifraelites were 
iecled in the Land of Canaan , at red, 
and no more obliged to march , this - 
change of their Circumftances did, from 
the natural fuitablenefc of things, bring 
on a change in this part of that Feftivity : 
They fate about their Tables, or rather 
leanedy and fo they did eat the Lamb in 
that la2y pofture, that exprefled the 
Reft which God had given them. And 
we are fure, that in this they com- 
mitted no error j fince our Saviour 

Y 3 himfelf # 
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himfelf juftified their pta&ice, toy con- 
forming to it. So here more than a 
bare practice, an exprefe Inftitution 
in a rku>l matter , is changed by a 
Church, that in all fuch things feenas to 
have been mutch more tied up to the fee* 
ter of their Law, than the Chrfflian 
Church is ; yet a great alteration in their 
Circumftances made them conclude , 
that this ought to be altered, and in 
- that they did right. Now if We will ap- 
ply this to the Chriftian i\#0t*r ; Chnft 
being in a ftate of Humiliation, and in the 
form ofaServg*t t institutes it; and docs 
lain a familiar pofture of Equality with 
his Difciples at Table, but gives no rule 
how, as to that particular, it ought 10 
be obferved for the future, as Mofeshad 
done. A^erwards, a vaft change hap* 
pens in his vifible Condition ; he is 
raifed from the dead, and exalted up 
into Heaven : Upon this change there- 
fore, with relation to his Human nature, 
/ that was vaftly move important than 
that which bad had happened to the Jews 
when they were brought into the Land 
of Promife ? it feenas to havebeeahighly 
congruous to that practice of the jfeuv, 
With which the firft Civilians could not 
J?e unac^uaiotec) , . fpr tfcem to have 
V / changed 
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changed the podiire from the appear- ' 

ance of Familiarity, to that of Refped 5 
and to have brought it to the Pofiurt 
which they ufed in Prayer, and their o- 
ther Devotions* And this I thialj is a 
full aafwcr to every thing tti^t can 
be obje&ed to our Pofture in Receiving. 

Another exception forne have to our 
Adminiftrationof this Sacrament, That 
there U no previous examination of thofe 
who are admitted to it; that a promis- 
cuous multitude comes without any no- 
tice given, or enquiry made after them ; 
tho we are commanded to note fuch as % Thcff 3. 
walk JiforJerly, and to have no fellow/hip H- 
with tbem % thai they may be afbamed: S ,n " 
nay, with Brethren , that is, Chriftians 
who live fcandaloufly, not fo much as to 
eat. To this it is to be anfwer'd, That 
a gjeat difference is to be made between 
a Church that lies yet under fome defe&s, 
which ihe laments and cannot get them 
to be effe&ully fupplied, and a Church % 

that is vicioi^ly faulty, and blameaWeip 
any thing ihe does. If the adfcs of Chprcfc- 
Communion are in themfelves law&l 
and good, fo that pwticplar perfonsare 
obliged to nothing that can be made ap- 
pear to be unlawful ; it can be no 
rcafon for them to feparate from it, be- 

Y 4 caufe 
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caufe other things are not done which 
perhaps are fitting and may feem ne* 
cefl&ry. But a further diftin&ion Is to 
be made, between things commanded 
by a Divine Precept, and fuch things as 
are only recommended by thePradice 
*nd Rules of the Church. St. Paul does 
only prescribe this, That every ma* ex- 
amine kimfelfj But does not impofe it upon 
any to examine others; and the true Im- 
portance of the word render d Examinees 
i Cor. ii. Approve • that is, Let a man fo corifider 
**. # himfelf,as to fee whether he is approved oi 
by his own Confcience : but this gives no 
other perfon an Authority to fearch into, 
examine, or approve fuch a$ come to the 
Sacrament. There is therefore no Rule 
giveir in the Nen> Tefiament for any fuch 
previous enquiry : it was indeed $ very 
Ancient,and is upon very many accounts 
a good and ufeful pra&ice to to do. But 
how criminal foever a defe& in obeying 
a Divine Law may be, it can be no fuch 
matter no{ tb obferve even the ancient* 
* eft Rules of the Church , that after all, 
$o reft only upon a human Authority : 
Thofe rules concerning fcandalous per* 
ions, belong to the Body in general ; 
and if there ihoukl be Errors arid male- 
4dminiftration5, the Body, or rather its 

Pallors 
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Paftors when in a Body, are accountable 
for that, and not the Individuals of the 
Society, who cannot be further concerned 
in tMhi, than to lament fuch defedh, 
and to ufe their beft endeavours to help 
them to be redrefled ; fo this can never 
juftify a reparation , becaufe there may 
be erroneous or fcandalous men in a 
Society, who are too much connived at. 

St. p0ul finds great fault with many 
Errors h fome badPraAices and Scandals 
among the Corinthians; yet tho in one cafe 
he thunders a fevere Sentence upon a more 
eminently fcandalous man , he never fo 
much ss infinuates that the reft of the 
body fliould feparate fhemfelves from 
thofe erroneous or irregular men : On 
the contrary, he prefles the Obligations 
to Unity, mod vehemently on the 
Corinthians, tho that was the Church 
which he charged the moft feverely of 
all others, both with Errors, Diforders 
in Worflrip, and fcandalous Pra&ices. 

It was no wonder, If after the Church 
of Rtme had enervated the whole Ancient 
Difcipline, and had turn'd it all to be a 
fecret pra&ice between the Prieft and 
the Penitent in AuricqlarConfeffion ; and 
that Difpenfations and Commutations, 
were, brought iji, by which men knew 

the 
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the price of fin, and hpw to buy it o£ 
that all of the fudden this Church could 
not be brought back to the Primitive 
Conftitution : tho we fee that our Re- 
formers did fincerely intend it, and pie- 
pared a Model for it. But our bad Ckv 
^ cumftances have made, that thi&great 

. ^ and good Defign could never be eroded 

^ fince that time ; for which we (till con- 
tinue to make a publick Acknowledgment 
ia the Preface to the Office tf Commute 
tim. But after all, How faulty foever 
particular peribns may be in not obeying 
the Rules of the Church , the Clergy 
are obliged to Catechife the Youth, and 
when they are duly prepared for it, they 
ought to offer them to the Bi&op to be 
C**$rm4 ; and this ought to precede 
their being at firft admitted to the Sa- 
crament. U this is not duly and pun- 
ctually executed, it is' the fault of tfaofe 
who fail in their Duty ; > and one of the 
beft and moft efle&ual Anfwer&ahat.we 
can make to this prejudice, is to endeavour 
to do in this point, what lies in us,towards 
the Infolding andConfkming the Youth. 
As. for the Scandals of men's lives, much 
more certainly might be done, both in 
the way of private admonition, and 
publick cenfure, than is donej Cohere 

the 
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thebeft anfwer will ftiU return upon us* 
We ought to do all that is incumbent 
on as, *or watching over thofe that are 
committed to our Care , fdr corre&ing 
tlmt Mantlets, for making the incorri* 
gibfe a&atft'd, and for cutting off cor- 
rupt and gangrew'd Members, that they 
fpread not their Infection to thofe thac 
an yet fotmd. Yet if another man fail 
of his Duty, that can never excufe any 
one from doing his ; and fo> k can never 
be a juft ground of feparatioo* 

Some except to our habit,as a Gcremo- 
ny taken from the Service of the Jewifh 
Temple; and this, thokisnowofteeni'd 
the feaft confidera Wc of all the exceptions 
made againft us, yet was that which firft 
began* thofe unhappy deputes, that have 
fines iacreafed fo fatally upon u& The 
dkfciB thing £k>od upon at firft, was, That 
it was a compliance with the Superfti- 
tions of Popery s hoc thas has been con- 
(ider'd already ; to which I (hall in this 
place only add this one Confutation 
mora to juftify thole Compliances in 
matters that are in themfelves innocent $ 
That in Fad, the body of this Nation. 
was in a very few years brought off from 
Popery ; to which it is highly probable, 
that thofe final! Compliances contributed 

not 
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not a little; fo that the finale reafon 
upon which this was at firft o'ppos'd, 
was the chief Reafon for its continuance. 
: All publick Fun&ions are perform 'd 
in fome fpecial Habits ; zxv&Whitc being, 
among both Greeks and Romans y the 
colour that exprefled fey, it bearing alfo 
a Signification of Purity and Innocence, 
it was natural for the Primitive Chrifti- 
ans, both to put fuch as were newly bap- 
tized in white, and alio to have Divine 
Offices performed by perfons habited in 
the fame manner. It is true, Popery 
had brought in much Superftition upon 
all this i the feveral parcels of the habits 
were deliver'd with particular Devotions 
in the conferring of Orders ; which 
imported a pecujjar Virtue and San&ity 
to be in them, and they were to be us'd 
with fuch conftant Devotions, that did all 
fignify that a Sacramental Virtue was 
believ'd to be lodgM in them. Now' 
all this was taken away by our Refor- 
mers ; only for the decency of Worflnp, 
in compliance with Ancient Pra&ices, 
they retained the Habits themfeives; and 
fince the greateft bodies of thofe who 
divide from us, have us'd black Gowns, 
which is both a peculiar form of a Habit, 
and in a fpecial Colour, that fignifi'd Ca- 
vity, 
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vity , it will not be eafy to find a good 
reafon,why a peculiar Habit in a Colour 
that expreflcd both Innocence and Joy, 
might not be as well us'd.< If we pre- 
tended that Innocence is by this convey 'd 
to us , here were a juft exception ; 
but we ufing it only as a decent Habit, 
that is enjoin 'd by Law, it is enough to 
juftify our Obedience , if the thing is 
lawful; and it is enough to juftify the 
Law, if this Robe was Ancient, and 
have in it a proper expreffion of that 
temper of mind,in which we ought to be, 
when we go to perform Divine Offices'. 
-And thus it appears oh how weak 
grounds the firft diiputes concerning Ri- 
tuals aqiong us were begun ; upon the 
progrefs of which, and the efFeds that 
have followed upon them, one can ne- 
c ver refle& without remembring thofe 
words of St. James , Behold how great' a ^ » 
matter a little fire bath kindled. 

Some have excepted to our obferving 
Holy-days , as if this was an . Invafion 
upon that Liberty, which the 4th. Com* 
mandment gives ft>t work^ all the fix days 
of the week ; and as if men pretended 
to an Authority to make any parcels of 
time Holy. Sonae quarrel with the diays 
for the honor of the Apoftles, as if this 

was 
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was a remnant of Popery : others ex* 
eept even to the obfervance of Cbrijhma 
and Afcenf on-day , together with thofe 
other days that relate to our Saviour 
himfelf ; as if the obferving them Were 
a reproaching the Apoftles with want of 
regand to the per fo* of Cbrifi, which W* 
pretend to fupply. But thofe words 
of fix days labour, are not to be unddrt 
flood as a perpelual Command , other* 
wife God himfelf had appointed a vio- 
lation of this, by all thofe other days 
of Reft that were enjoined the %*»$> 
all which were called Sahhatbs. Every 
feventh year was to be 'one continued 
Saibatb\ Therefore the Importance of the 
4th. Commandment is only this, tint 
when that Precept was firft given, God 
left Mankind free for fix days, and only 
referved a feventh for Reft and Religion : 
but that did not limit himfelf, nor all 
other Lawful Powers, from making far- 
ther Impositions for Reft and Religious 
Exercifes. It is alfo ' certain, that men 
cannot make a day hoty in one fenfe, 
that is, affix a fpecial Purity, or parties* 
lar Virtue to any one day $ but the Jar* 

§er fenfe of a holy day, being a iky 
edtcated to Religious Exercffes, irfetttt 
to be in the power of ever/ Society 

to 
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to appoint foch Anniverfary days , as 
well as to appoint fpecial times of Failing 
and Thanklgiving upon one particular 
day, and for one turn .• for fince all do 
agree, that this may be done for 'once, 
the Arguments from the ^.Command- 
ment, and againft appointing a holy Jay 9 
are out of doors: fo it remains only to 
confider, whether Anniverfary Days may 
be appointed. 

We fee the fews 9 during the feventy 7.Z*c!m. 
yearsof theCaptivity,obferv'd theFaft of 8 - Zech - 
the 4th, the 5th. the 7th. and the 10th. 19, 
Month; and the Prophet expoftulating 
in the Name t>f God upon that Head, 
does neither except to the Impofition , 
nor the fixing Anniverfaries, but only 
complains of their being ill kept ; which 
plainly imports the acceptance of them, 
if well kept. The Jews alfo fixed one 
Anniverfary in commemoration of their , 
Deliverance from Hainan's wicked de-9-Eft he * 
figns againft them * and another for re- %u * 7 ' 
membriog the Purifying the Temple 
from its Idolatrous Defilement by Antio- 
chiu Epifhtms. This laft was obferved , . j hn 
by our Saviour, at leaft we find him in **. 
the Temple on that day. Now can any 
reafon be afligtfd, either from the nature 
of things, or from any fpecial limitations 

in 
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in the Scripture, that Ihould reftrain thft 
Power that is naturally in every body of 
men,for appointing things of this nature > 
The commemorating the Difpenfation 
of tbeGofpelcommittedtothe Apoftles, 
has nothing of the Superfti tion of Popery 
in it: No Invocations or Addrefles being 
made to them,and no Sacraments admini* 
fired for their Honor, or recommended 
to their Interceffion. God is only blefTed 
for thofe feveral Difpenfations, of which 
they were made the Channels andlnltru* 
megts. But we ought rather to be con- 
cerned, That thefe Commemorations are 
pradicd in fo flight a manner, that we 
fcem much more liable to an Obje&ion 
upon that account ; and tho in the firft 
fervour of Chriftianity, in which thofe 
early Converts lived almoft wholly in the 
Meditations of Chrift, and of what rela- 
ted to him , fome Inftitutionsof days for 
more fpecial Remembrances of particular 
Circumftances had not bjeen made, there 
might have been very good reafon for the 
iucceedidg Ages to have ftudied to keep 
alive that fervour by fuch appointments df 
days, for the more folemn Commemora- 
tion of fuch fignal Bleflings : and tho there 
were not the fame clear warrants from An- 
tiquity for every one of thefe, yet k was 
iUilin thePowerof theChurchtomakefuch. 

aew 
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netor Orders, as fhould feera neceflary for 
carrying on the main Defign of Religion. 
The Ancient Church thought that the 
whole fifty days between Eajier and Pen- 
tecefi ought to be kept with a fpecial So* 
lemnity of Rejoycing/or the Refurre&ion 
and Afcenfion of our Saviour, and for the 
EfFufion of the Holy Ghoft ; fince fome 
more particular Devotions on thofe heads, 
during that whole time, did not break off 
the labours of their other Employments, 
nor interrupt the comnpon bufinefc of life ; 
upbn the fame parity of reafon they might 
appoint fome t;ime before that feafon of 
Joy, to be fpent in confeffing pad fins,and 
mourning for therti in higher degrees of 
• Prayer and Fafling. This being only the 
prescribing a method for appropriating 
fuch Exercifes in Devotion to the feveral 
feafons of the year , an overvaluing of 
thefe things, together with a nice diftin- 
<aion of Meats,was a piece of Superftitiott 
which might corrupt that which was good 
in any Conftimtion. The diftin&ion of 
Meats for that feafon, is among us founded 
meerly on a Law of theLand,for Civil and 
Political Ends j fince the Church only re* 
commends Prayer and Fafling in general, 
without any further Specialties as to the 
tneafure of thcFaft j fo no juft exception lies 
Z to 
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toany part of this whole matter, concern- 
ing days- and timesappropriated to parti- 
cular Exercifes. I wife our Practice in tbefe 
were fuch,thatthispart of ourConftirution 
were not too evidently a matter of Form, 
and obferved with too vifible a flightnefc. 
And thus I have gone round all that I re- 
member ever to have met with inBoolcsor 
Dhcourfesfrom any of theDiflente r^except 
from thofe call'd Qtukcrs^gzinR. our Con- 
ftitution,and haveoffer'd you thofe anfwers, 
which to msafter the mod impartialfcarch 
thatlamcapableof/eemfully tofatisfy'em 
all. Itremains,ThatIcoQ»fiderfuchasare 
bner'd by thofe who ire called Quakers. 

Firft, They are againft all forts of ftated 
"Forms ? their main Principle being, Tha\t 
nothing isto be doneby us,ty virtue of a- 
'ny Outward warrant, unlefe there s an in- 
ward excitation or opening of the Spirit 
that leads to it : And therefore all fixed 
Rules being contrary tothe freedomof the 
: Spuit^hey are againft them all. But either 
this Principle muft have feme limitation 
to reftrain it,or it will caft open a door to 
'jubvertallReligiba and Policy 5 for thofe 
inward Excitations beingonly known to 
thofe who'havethem, every man's word 
•muft be taken concerning them. If. then a 
man by affirming that he had, or had not, 
. fuch 
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fech or fuch an excitation, will be the&by 
ju&fied or excus'djthen he may do,or not 
do what he wijl, aiadthe whole Oeder of 
fteligiofl^Morality andGvilSociety wjiUJ^e 
thereby difloiv !d abut if they fay,that the*e»« 
that Harmony jbstween.the fecret leading? 
of the Spirit and the Scriptures^that what- 
ibever is commanded in the one, is always 
witnefled to by the other 5 the»;we aifrtp 
examine this.matter by the ScriptUres,and 
to conclude, Th^t if there are rules^?^ 
in themfor thecqnftantufeof theS^cr^ 
jsnems, then they are hereby condsmflftl 
who have laid them afide. v 

>Our Saviour encouraged his Apoftles^p 
go and execute the Commifliori that he 
gavethem, to make Difciple$,and haptizp 
all Nations; with this Promife, that he was *3. Mat, 1 
to be with them a I way, even to the endoft^e ao# 
World. The promife is given as an encou* 
ragement to the duty enjoin'd ; and frqqa 
hence we may conclude, that the precept 
of BaPtifm muft continue likewife to fclje 
end oftbeWorld.lo this we muft join thofe 
otherwordsdf our Saviour,Exceyf a m* i* i Jotos* 
bor* of water and ofthefpirit 9 he cannot entfr 
into the Kingdom <JfHeaven>which is affirm- 
ed^without any limitation of time. By the 
Kingdom of Heaven is plainly meant the 
Difpcnfation of the Gofpel ; and fince Pap* 

Z z tifm . 
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tifm was then pradifed, attj was well un- 
derftoodby them, who were born Jews, 
nothing in reafon can be underftood by 
the being bom of water andof the fpir it, bat 
the being initiated by Baptifm, and the 
' being inwardly San&ified : The one as 
well as the other, is made indifpenfebly 
neccflary to the being a member of thisnew 
Difpenfation. St Mark alfo has recorded 
i&Mark thofe words of pur Saviour : He that be- 
lt, lieveth and is baptized Jhall be faved^ but 
he that believeth not /hall be damned t Now 
{inccBaptifm is only enjoined by a Precept, 
and is not neccflary as a mean, but only as 
an ad of Obedience; therefore thp the 
doing it is commanded in order to Salvo* 
thn, yet Damnation is not the confequent 
of its not being done, fince one may be 
prevented in it by death ; or other ImpoA 
Abilities may put it out of his power to 
procure Baptifm tohimfelf: And there- 
fore, as the one branch of this period 
file ws the obligation laid on us to be bap* 
tized in order to Salvation, fo the leaving 
it out in the other branch, fliews that oar 
. ' ' not coming within the rites of our Reli- 
gion, when that failure is no fault of 
ours, docs not exclude us from Sahuh 
s thn, or bring us to a date of Damnation. 
In the beginnings of Chriftianity t the 

wonderful 
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wonderful effufion of the Holy Gbofi was 
thought a true reafon for baptizing fuch 
perfons On whom it fell ; and therefore 
St. Peter faid, when the Holy Ghofi fell 
vifibly on Cornelius and his Friends, Can *•• Afts 
any man forbid mater \ that thofe fhould not ?£ ^a, - 
be baptized^ who have received the Holy 17* 
Gboft as vocB as we ? And with this he fet-. 
led the minds of thofe who were a little 
offended at that a&ioa This ftews that 
no pretence to a high difpenfation of the 
Spirit, can evacuate that Precept ; fince, 
on the contrary, an evidence of die gi* 
ving the Holy Ghoft, was pleaded as an 
Argument for baptizing : Nor does any 
one paflage in which Brtptifm is men- 
tioned in the New Teftament, limit it to 
that time, and intimate that it belonged 
only to the beginnings of Chriftianity, or 
that it was to determine when it was 
more fully fetled ; fo that this, with the 
conftant pradice of all fucceeding Ages, 
without a (hadow of any Exception, muft 
conclude us as to this Point. 

Our Saviour did alio appoint the other 
Sacrament to be continued in remembrance 
of him ; by which St. Paul fays, we fhew x ^ 
forth his death till he come. Now tnefe 26. 
words cannot be understood of any fup- 
pofed inward and fpiritual comings fincc 
Z 3 the 
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the rf^rftfigft^i cifming in thzti&nfe, was 
. tfte effiifion of the Holy Ghoft at Tente* 
r^and jet sftet that thne the A potties 
conthufcd to pto&ife it; and ' delivered it 
to the Churches as a Precept ft til ofa^p* 
toryVtilf Chrifijhould com& If then we 
ought ft ill to rernembfer hini* and jbcvb 
forth his death ; if it is the Comtmmitin tif 
his Body and Bleod \ if it is the new Otoe- 
tarit in his Blood for the remifton of fim ; 
then as long as thefc things are Duties in- 
cumbent on us, fo long we muft be urt- 
der the obligation of eating that Birad, 
and drinking that Cup. 

Further, If Chrift has left different Oifts 
hef to different Orders of men, feme Apofths, 
\ i ,ix, i^f 0Me Prophets, fome Evangdifts^ and fame 
14! Paflors and Tedchers, for the pet fe fling Hst 

' Saints, for the work of the Miriifiry, and for 
edifying the Body of Chrift^ tUl toe come 
tptto a perfeft man, and are no mote in dam* 
ger of being toffed to and fro, and tarried 
away with every wind of doftrint. Thcfc 
words do phinly import, That ai king as 
mankind is under the frailties oft his £re- 
fent ftate, and in this confufed Scene, that 
fome of thefe Orders muft flill be conti- 
nued in theChoach, and that thofe Rules 
and Precepts given t6 Timothy ivATitm 
(concerning fuch as werp to be ordained 
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Bijhops or EMers, that i$ f Priefts and De* * Tim. * 
<v*x,were to be lafting and ftanding Rules; *' u 
for indeed if the defign had not been to 
eftablifh that Order for the fiiceeeding 
Ages, there was lefs need of it in that, in 
which there was fuch a plentiful meafurc 
of the Spirit* poured out upon all Chri- 
ilians; that fuch Functions in that time 
might have been well fpared, if it had 
not been for this, that they were then to 
be fetled under the Patronage, if I may 
fo (peak, of the Apoftles themfelves, from 
whom they were to receive an Authority, 
which how little neceflary foever it might 
feem in that wonderful time, yet was to 
be more needed in the fucceeding Ages. 

Therefore we may well condude,That 
whatsoever was ordered concerning thofe 
Offices or Officers of the Church, in the 
firft Age, was by a ftrongcr parity of rea- 
ion to be continued down through all the 
Ages of the Church h and in particular, 
if in that time in which Women received 
theQifts of the Holy Ghoft,fo that fome 
prophefied,and others laboured much in the 
Lord, that is in the Gofpel ; yet St. Paul t 
did in two different Epiftles, particularly \^l^ % 
reftrain them from teaching or [peaking 1 Tim. %. 
in the Church $ to which he adds, That it ll - 
was a Jbame for Women to [peak in the 
Z 4 Church: 
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Church ; that is, it might turn to be a re- 
proach to the Chriftian Religion, and fur- 
nidi Scoffers with fome colours of e*po* 
fing it to; the fcorn of the Age. This 
was to be much more ftri#ly obferved, 
when allthofe extraordinary Chara&ers, 
that might feem to be exemptions from 
common Rules, did no longer continue. 

As for thofe diftindions into which 
they have caft themfelves, of the Hat 9 
and the denying Titles, and /peaking in 
the Angular Thou and Thee, it is to be con- 
fidered, That how unfit foever it be, and 
how unbecoming Chriftians to be con- 
formed to this world, yet it rather leflens 
than heightens the * great Idea that the 
world ought to have of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, when it ftates a diverfity among 
men about meet* Trifles. Our Saviour and 
his Apoftles complied as much in all inno- 
cent Cufloms, as they avoided all finft*! 
?3- & om ' ones. Honour to whom honour is due, is a 
* (landing Duty ••> and though the bowing 

the Body, and falling proJtratc> are poftures 
that feem liker Idolatry, and more abjed 
i S*m2 9 . in their nature than the Hatjyct the very 
41. Prophets of God paid thefe refpe&s to 
**<*** Kings. Outward A&ioris or Geftures 
1 Kings 1. fignify only what is intended to be expre£ 
*j. fed ? and wf#t is generally underftood by 

them i 
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them ; fo that what is known to be meant 
only for a piece of Civil refped:,can never 
be ftretched to a Religious refped: ; and 
though that abjeft homage under which 
the Jewifb Rabbies had brought their Dif- m 
ciples,and which they had expreft inTitks 
that imported their profound fubmiffion 
to them, was reproved by our Saviour; ^.m^ 
yet we fee that the word Ku&a, Sir r or 9/10. 
Lord* was then ufed as commonly as we 
now do j fince Mary Magdalen called him, 
whom £he took for a Gardener, Sir, or 
Lord. And St. Paul gave Feftus the Title 
which belonged to his Office, it being J 6 - J*** 
the fame that Claudius Lyjias gave Felix, a £ ^fli 
who certainly was not wanting in that 5 *f- 
and that being the Title of men of Rank, g" Afls 
St. Luke addrefles both his Books toThe- i.Luk. j, 
jphilus, defigning him in one of them in 
the feme manner. Words fignify nothing 
of themfelyes, as they are meer founds, 
but according to the (ignification in 
which men agree, to ufe them ; So if the 
Ipeakiog to one man in the plural num- 
ber, is underftood only as a more refped- 
ful way of treating him, then the plural is 
in this cafe really but a Angular. Indeed 
thefe things fcarce deferve to be fo nar- 
rowly lookt into*. 

The Scruple agatnft Swearing, is mdre 

im- 
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important both to them and to the Pub- 

5 .Mat 94. lick- They have indeed the appearance o£ 

5 Jam. n. a plain Command of our Saviour's againft 

all manner of Swearing,whfch is repeated 

by St. James ; but this muft be refolded 

to their communication, according to the 

words that follow, fince we find Swearing 

not only commanded in the Old Tcfta- 

ment, bat pra&ifed in the New. The A- 

1. Romo. pollles fwear, at every time they fay God 

1 Theff i mtncfsh and more folemnly, when God 

a Cor. r. is called for a record upon their Soul. The 

**• Angel of God lifts up bis baud, and /wears 

ioJU«u fy fofa t j, ai i tve$ j or tver aH J eV0rm God 

*! IW*. fwears by himfelf, and anJOatb for confir- 

»*> r 7>i?. ntatiot, thzt is, for affirming any matter, 

// the end of all Controverfy. We find 

our Saviour himfelf anfwpred upon Oath, 

when adjured by the High Prieft to tell. 

If he was theChrift, the Son of the moil 

high God j for according to the Mo&ical 

5. Lev. 7, La W , when any Soul finned, and hard the 

voice of Swearings that, is of Adjuration, . 

and was a witnefs whether he hathfeen it or 

known of it, if he do not utter it, them be 

/ball hear his Iniquity ; that is, he ftiaU be 

guilty of Perjury, It wereeafy to (hew 

xSim.14.trom feveral pafiiges of the Old Tefta- 

17' Jud« ment > ^at Superiors, whether Parents 

a. or Princes, could put others under a 

Curfe, 
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Curfe, and by that either bind them in a 
Profflhe or Vow, or oblige them to de- 
clare the troth. This being then the 
cuftom of the Jews, our Saviour, though 
filent, as long as it was free to him to 
fpeak or not, he in that Jhewing his pa- 
tience and meeknefi; yet as foon as he was 26. Mat 
adjured , he thejj anfwered ; for he was *i> 6 *- 
bound by that Oath to declare (he truth : 
Therefore fince among the Jews the Par- 
ty did not take the Oath, but was only 
paffive to the Judge that impofed it upon 
him,thofe cited words of our Saviour can- 
not be extended beyond Oaths in com- 
. nwrokation, that is in common difcourfe, 
or the common bufineis of life: For indeed 
to end all matters by a iblemn Appeal to 
Ood.is a natural piece of Worfhip and Re- 
ligious Adoration. 

They load us with another prejudice, in 
wfaieh, tho we may feem too much parties 
-toit,yetitisnottobepafledover: They 
-call us F&relings for receiving tnofe &p- 
=portsand rewards for our labours that are 
appropriated to us. Thofe who run into 
-tfaefe Imployments only with (uch views, 
WOA defite to be put in a PrieJPs Office, that , &„, t 
yfhey nay Sat a piece ffffoeadjmb. feel ibme- & 
What Within them that teftifies to the 
traeh of thislmputation :But fuchas do de- 
dicate 
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dicate tbemfdvcs to theGofpel, add ferve 
tt the Altar, may well live of the Altar, 
and of the Gofpel, or the reward jof the, 
glad tidings that they publifh ; for fa lakh 
*&»$. St. Paul^hath the D>r J or Jaine J All pcrfons 
"w* ^j|i y^id | t t0 be i aW f u i to accept the 
bounty that is freely offered, by private 
pcrfons to fqch as labouramong them ; fo 
it will not be eafy to (hew why publick Bo- 
dies may dot by fetled Laws give thofe 
bounties for evcr,as well as particular per- 
iods do it for once. And therefore not to 
enter upon the difcuifion of any antece- 
dent right to Tytbesjkt is certain that Pub- 
lick Laws may appropriate fuch propor- 
tion of Soil, or of its growth, to fuch ufes 
as they think fitting; And when that is 
once doqe, private perfons muft bear that, 
even when they do riot approve of the ufe. - 
Thofe very people think that all Wars are 
unlawful, and yet they pay Taxes, tho le- 
vied in exprefs words to carry on a War. 
Thus then, when any proportion of the 
growth of a Nation is applied to any ufe 
by a Law, that proportion becomes a rent 
due to the Publicum confideration where* 
of, there is a full abatement made, as it 
is bought and fold: And whofbever 
purchafes with fuch abatement, can have 
no right to that for which they paid oo^ 
1 thing/ 
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thing. Now it is certain, that no man can 
pretend to poflefs himfelf of that which is 
not his own 5 on this colour, that he who 
does then poflefs it, has no good Title to it 
That man knows that he himfelf has no 
right to it, whether the Pofleflbr's Title is 
good or bad, and that is enough for him 
not to challenge or invade it: Every man 
knows that his Ty thes are not his, he ne- 
ver bought them ; on the contrary, he 
made a confiderable diminution of the 

Erice that he would have paid, if the Land 
ad been Tythe-free : And therefore this 
being of the nature of a Qyit-rent,that the 
Law has laid on an Eftate, any opinion 
that a man may have of the lawfulnefc of 
the ufe to which it goes, can.never juftify 
him,who keeps that which is not his own, 
from the perfon to whom the Law has ap- 
propriated it If therefore thefe mert would 
govern themfelves by the Maxims of ftrid 
Juftice, as long as they cannot overcome 
this fcruple, they ought to make no pur- 
chafes, but where they buy out the whole 
Increafe of the Soil, and pay its full price : 
And as there are fair portions over the 
whole Nation^hatare/y/^/r^this were 
a way of dealing that would look like a 
ibi&nefs of Conscience, a regard to their 
own peace, and the quiet and peace of the 

Society: 
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Society : By Jo doing, they flmuM po&6 
nothing that were net their own, smd in- 
vade nothing that were any odjer matfe 
Th«s^Itkii»k,IfeaveoinktednomatE«li 
Objection that is made to the terms «tf 
Communion among U6 as to our W<v{bip 
and Rituals; and I think I nave offer ed^bf- 
ficientreafbn, not only to jaftify thejcon- 
currence of aU the Angle Members ,of our 
Body in every one of them,ifeut odfo to jn> 
fllfy our-Forms and Conftittrtians ia thena- 
felves -At is enough to .prove fchattheyasc 
itwfulito oblige all the Menlbeis of thetBo- 
dy or Society to obferve them,; but the 
fitneis and ufefukiefs of them <cnuft aHo-;be 
made ouM^juftify the il^ws and <>>niH- 
tutionsitbat.aue made c'cmoermog them. 
But tho /aqjfa/and unlawful ate Severe >and 
rigorous things, and of a fixed and deter<- 
mioate nature ; yet jfr or aa/fr are of .a 
more teofc and unliable Order : And in 
this refped: things may have difierentrfa- 
ees ; iwhat is fit in one relped, and atone 
time, may be 'much iotherwife at .other 
•times: Andtherefore,tho<thi$isnotn.cott- 
fideration ftroog enough to diHolvctthe 
•Obligations, under which private peribns 
die to obedience, yet it ought to be well 
considered by thofc to whom that care 
may belong. It is certain, that a longcoo- 

tinuance 
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tkmanceof any Cuftom is a very powerful 
Argument, enforcing any antecedent fit- 
ads that might have been at the firft fct- 
ting of fuch matters : For all Novelties, as 
they gratify the levity of more inconftaAt 
Minds, fo they grate no lefs upon men of 
more ftaid tempers ; who naturally are not 
given to change : Yet when all things are 
well weighed,there may be upon fome oc-, 
cafions very good reafons for altering 
fome things, which were at firft eftabliih- 
ed upon as good and jaft Confiderations 5 
iince there is nothing in any Human Con- 
ftitution ? which comes not from an imme- 
diate Divine Authority, that may not be 
brought under fecond thoughts, and be- 
come the matter of new deliberations. 

To conchide,thofe Divisions from us,and 
the Prejudices that are raifed againft us, 
ought to make us watch the more carefully 
over our fel ves, fince we have lb many fe- 
vere obfervers : They ought to oblige us to 
fuch an exa&nefsof deportment, and ftich 
diligence in our labours, that our, beha vi* 
our, both in our Perfons and Callings,may 
not inflame and heighten, but on the con- 
trary, very much allay and foften thofe 
Prejudices : fince after all that is faid in . 
the way of Speculation and Argument, 
the numbers are moft wrought on by visi- 
ble 
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ble and fenfible Prejudices, If we fee a* 
mong thofe who divide from us, any of 
, the appearances of vertue, in a foberud 
grave deportment, a modeft and humWie 
way of behaviour, a folemn ferioufaels> 
the fear of an Oath, a plain fimplicity of 
living, a mutual union and tendernefe for 
one another, and a feeming to be in ear* 
neft in the matters of Religion, together 
with a true (hidtnefi in breeding their 
Youth to underftand Religion, and ftudy 
the Scriptures 5 let us notdeny that which 
we fee to be true, but let us ftudy to bring 
our felves, and our people, to outdo them 
in thefe things : and to add to thefe, an 
exa<9: probity and juftice , candor and 
truth, fidelity and integrity, a meekan$l 
' gentle behaviour,free from rafh cenfuriog, 
and evil fpeaking, a univerial Charity to 
all Mankind,a readinels to forgitfe Injuries, 
to do good for fevil, and a liberality id our 
bounty to the neceffitous ; ftraitniflg our 
felves to relieve others : And if we can 
bear with them by our charity, as well as 
the Law tolerates them in their Opinion * 
we may hope, by the bleffing of God, in a 
competent time toovercomeall their Pre- 
judices, and (o to heal all our Divifions> 
and to become of one heart and mind./ * 
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